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CHAP. XXXIII. 

Death of Honor ius. — Valentinian III. Emperor of th t 
Eafi. — Adminijlration of his Mother Placidia. — 
At tins and Boniface . — Conqueji of Africa, by the 
Vandals. 

DnA. a long and difgraceful reign of twenty- 
eight years, Honorius, emperor of the Weft, 
was feparated from the friendfliip of his brother, 
and afterwards of his nephew*, who reigned over 
the Eaft ; and C'onftanamiple beheld , with ap- 
parent indifference and fecret joy, the calamities 
of Rome. The ftrange adventures of Placidia 1 
gradually renewed, and cemented, the alliance 
of the two empires. The daughter of the great 
Theodofius had been the captive and the queen 
of the Goths : ihe loft an affectionate hufband; the 
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was dragged in chains by his infulting aflaffin ; 
flie tailed the pleafure. of revenge , and was ex- 
changed, in the treaty of peace, for fix hundred 
thoufand meafures of wheat. After her return from 
Spain to Italy, Placidia experienced a new perfe- 
ction in the bofom of her family. She was averfe 
to a marriage, which had been ftipulated without 
her confent; and the brave Conftantius, as a noble 
reward for the tyrants whom he had vanquilhed, 
received, from the hand of Honorius himfelf, the 
ftruggling and rcludtant hand of the widow of 
Adolphus. But her refiftance ended with the cere- 
mony of the nuptials; nor did Placidia refufe to 
become the mother of Honoria and Valentinian the 
third, or to alfumc and exercife an abfolute domi- 
nion over the mind of her grateful hulband. The 
generous foldier , whofe time had hitherto been 
divided between focial pleafure and military fervice , 
was taught new leffons of avarice and ambition : 
he extorted the title of Auguftus; and the fervant 
of Honorius was affociated to the empjre of the 
W eft. The death of Conftantius , in the feventh 
month of his reign, inftead of diminilhing, feemed 
toincreafe, the power of Placidia ; and the indecefit 
familiarities * of het brother, which might be no 
more than the fymptoms of a childilh affection, 
were univerfally attributed to inceftuous love. On 
a fudden, by fome bale intrigues ofafteward and 
a nurfe, this exceflive fondnefs was converted into 
an irreconcileable quarrel : the debates of the em- 
peror and his filler were not long confined within 
the walls of the palace; and as the Gothic foldicrs 
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adhered tof their queen, the city of Ravenna was 
agitated with bloody and dangerous tumults, 
which could only -be appeafed by the forced or 
voluntary retreat of Placidia and her children. 
The royal exiles landed at Conftantinople foon 
after the marriage of Thcodofius , during the fefti- 
val of the Perfian vidories. They were treated 
with kindnefs and magnificence; but as the ftatues 
of the emperor Conftantius had been rejeded by 
the Eaftern court, the title of Augufta could not 
decently be allowed to his widow. Within a few 
months after the arrival of Placidia , a fwift mef- 
fenger announced the death of Honqrius, the 
confequence of a dropfy ; but the important fecret 
was not divulged, till the neceflary orders had 
been difpatched for the march of a large body of 
troops to the fea-coaft of Dalmatia. The Ihops 
and the gates of Conftantinople remained Ihut 
during feven days; and the Jofs of a foreign 
prince, who could neither be efteemed nor re- 
gretted , was celebrated with loud and affeded 
demonftrations of the public grief. 

While the minifters *f Conftantinople deliberat- 
ed, the vacant throne of Honorius was ufurped 
by the ambition of a ftranger. The name of the 
rebel was John : he filled the confidential office 
of Primicerius , or principal fecretary ; and hiftory 
has attributed" to his charader more virtues, than 
can ealily be reconciled with the violation of the 
mod facred duty.' Elated by the fubmiflion of 
Italy, and the hope of an alliance with the Huns, 
John prefumed to infult , by an embafty, the 
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chat, majefty of the Eaflern emperor; but when he un- 
* xx xin. <lerftood that his agents had been banilhed, impri- 
foned , and at length chaced away with deferved 
ignominy, John prepared to afTert, by arms , the 
injuftice of his claims. In fuch a caufe, the grand- 
fon of the great Thcodofius fhould have marched 
in perfon: but the young emperor was eafily 

diverted, by his phyficians, from fo rafli and 
hazardous a defign; and the conduct of the Italian 
expedition was prudently entrufted to Ardaburius ; 
and his fon Afpar, who had already fignalifed 
their valour againft the Perfians. It was rcfolved , 
that Ardaburius fhould embark with the infan- 
try ; whilft Afpar, at the head of the ’cavalry, 
conducted Placidia, and her fon Valentinian, 
along the fea-coaft of the Hadriatic. 7 he march 
of the cavalry was performed with fuch aflive 
diligence, that they furprifed, without refiftance, 
the important city of Aquileia; when the hopes 
of Afpar were unexpectedly confounded by the 
i * intelligence, that a ftorm had difperfed the Impe- 
rial fleet; and that his father, with only two 
gnllies, was taken and ca|ried a prifoner into the 
port of Ravenna. Yet this 1 incident, unfortunate 
as it might feem, facilitated the conqueft of Italy. 
Ardaburius employed , or abufed , the courteous 
freedom , which he was permitted to enjoy , to 
revive among the troops a fenfe of loyalty and 
gratitude; and, as foon as the confpiracy was 
ripe for execution, he invited by private melfages, 
and prelfed the approach of, Afpar. A fhepherd , 
whom the popular credulity transformed into an 
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angel, guided the Eaftern cavalry, by a fecret , 
and , it was thought , an impalfable road , 
through the morafles of the Po : the gates of 
Ravenna , after a Ihort ftruggle , were thrown 
open ; and the defencelefs tyrant was delivered 
to the mercy, or rather to the cruelty, of the 
conquerors. His right hand was firff cut off ; and, 
after he had been expofed, mounted on an afs, to 
the public derifion, .John was beheaded in the 
Circus of Aquileia. The emperor Theodofius , 
when he received the news of the vidory, inter- 
rupted the horfe-races ; and finging, as he marched 
through the ftreets, a fuitable pfalm , conduded 
his peopfe from the Hippodrome to the church, 
where he fpent the remainder of the day in grate- 
ful devotion *. 

In a monarchy, which, according to various 
precedents, might be confidered as elecdive, or 
hereditary, Or patrimonial, it was impollible that 
the intricate claims of female and collateral fuccef- 
fion fhould be clearly ddined 4 ; and Theodofius, 
by the right of confaoguinity or conqueft,. might 
have reigned the foie legitimate empero% of the 
Romans. For a moment, perhaps, his eyes were 
dazzled by the profped of unbounded fway ; 
but his indolent temper gradually acquiefctfd in 
the didates of found policy. He contented him- 
felf with the poffelfion of the Haft; and wifely 
relinquifliecf the laborious tafli , of waging a 
diftant and doubtful war againft the Barbarians 
beyond the Alps; or of fecuring the obedience of 
the Italians and Africans , whofe minds were 
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alienated by the irreconcileable difference of lan- 
guage and intereft. Inftead of liftening to the voice 
of Ambition, Theodofius refolved to imitate the 
moderation of his grandfather, and to feat his cou- 
fin Valentinian on the throne of the Weft. The 
royal infant was diftinguifhed at Conftantinople 
by • the title of Nobilijfimus : he was promoted , 
before his departure from Theffalonica , to the 
rank and dignity of Cafar } and, after the conqueft 
of Italy, the patrician Helion , by the authority 
of Theodofius, and in the prefence of the fenate, 
faluted Valentinian the third by the name of Au- ' 
guftus, and folemnly invefted him with the dia- 
dem, and the Imperial purple By the d^reement 
of the three females who governed the Roman 
world, the fon of Placidia was betrothed to Eu- 
doxia, the daughter of Theodofius and Athenais ; 
and, as foon as the lover and his bride had attained 
the age of puberty, this honourable’alljance was 
faithfully accomplifhed. At the fame time , as a 
compenfation , perhaps, for the expences of the 
war, the Weftern Illyricum was detached from the 
Italian dominions, and yielded to the throne, of 
Conftantinople *. Tlje emperor of the Eaft acquired 
the ufeful dominion of the rich and maritime pro- 
vince of Dalmatia , and the dangerous fovereignty 
of Pannonia and Noricum, which had been filled 
and ravaged above twenty years , by a promif- 
cuous crowd of Huns, Oftrogoths, Vandals, and 
Bavarians. Theodofius and Valentinian continued 
to refpecft the obligations of their public and - 
domeftic alliance ; but the unity of the Roman 
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government was finally diffolved. By a pofitive 
declaration , the validity of all future laws was 
limited to the dominions of their peculiar author; 
unlefs he fhouid think proper to communicate 
them, fubferibed , with his own hand, for the 
approbation, of his independent colleague 7 . 

Valentinian, when he received the title of Au- 
guftus , was no more than fix years of age: and 
his long minority was entrufted to the guardian 
care of a mother, who might afiert a female claim 
to the fucceflion of the Weftern empire. Placidia 
envied , but file could not equal , the reputation 
and virtues of the wife and filler of Thcodofius ; 
the elegant genius of Eudocia , the wife and fuc- 
cefsful policy of Pulcheria. The mother of Valen- 
tinian was jealous of the power, which fhe was 
incapable of exercifing * : file reigned twenty-five 
years , in the name of her fon ; and the character* 
of that unworthy emperor gradually countenanced 
the fufpicion , that Placidia had enervated his 
youth by a difiolute education , and fludioufly 
diverted his attention from every manly and ho- 
nourable purfuit. Amidll the decay of military 
fpirit, her armies were commanded by two generals, 
jEtius * and Boniface 10 , who may be defervedly 
named as the lad of the Romans, Their union 
might have fupported a finking empire; their dif- 
cord was the fatal and immediate caufe of the lofs 
of Africa. The invafion and defeat of Attila has 
immortalized the fame of .f.tius; and though time 
has thrown a fliade over the exploits of his rival, 
the defence 'of Marcellus, and the deliverance of 
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chap. Africa , atteft the military talents of count Boni* 
xxxiii. face. In the field of battle, in partial encounters, 
in fingle combats, he was dill the terror of the 
Barbarians: the clergy, and particularly his friend 
Augudin , were edified by the Chridian* piety , 
which had once tempted him to retire from the 
world; the people applauded his fpotlefs integrity; 
the army dreaded his equal and inexorable judice, 
which may be difplayed in a very lingular exam- 
ple. A peafant, who complained of the criminal 
intimacy -between his wife and a Gothic foldier, 
was direded to attend his tribunal the following 
day: in the evening, the count, who had dili- 
• gently informed himfelf of the time and place of 
the afifignation, mounted his horfe, rode ten miles 
into the country, furprifed the guilty couple, pun- 
ilhed the foldier with indant death , and filenced 
the complaints of the hufband, by prcfenting him, 
the next morning, with the head of the adulterer. 
The abilities of TEtius and Boniface might have 
been ufefully employed againd the public ene- 
mies , in feparate and important commands ; but 
the experience of their pad condud Ihould have 
decided the real favour and confidence of the 
emprefs Placidia. In the melancholy feafon of 
her exile and didrefs , Boniface alone had main- 
tained her caufe with unlhaken fidelity ; and 
the troops and treafures of Africa had effentially 
contributed to extinguilh the rebellion. The 
fame rebellion had been fupported by .the zeal 
and adivity of iEtius , who brought an army 
of fixty thoufand Huns from the Danube to 
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the, confines of Italy , for the fervice of the c H a r. 
ufurper. The untimely death of John , compel- xxxiii. 
led him to accept an advantageous treaty: but 
he ftill continued , the fubjed and the foldier 
of Valentinian, to entertain a fecret , perhaps a 
treafonable, correfpondence with his Barbarian 
allies, whofe retreat had been purchafed by liberal 
gifts , and more liberal promifes. But JEtius . 
poflfeffed an advantage of lingular moment in 
a female reign: he was prefent,: he befieged , 
with artful and alliduous flattery , the palace of 
Ravenna ; difguifed his dark defigns with the 
malk of loyalty and friendlhip; and at length 
deceived both his miftrefs and his abfent rival, Errot in „ d 

r i 1 r • *» . . revolt of 

by a lubtle conipiracy, which a weak woman, u„niface 
and a brave man, could not eafily fufped. He >» Africa, 
fecretly perfuaded 11 Placidia to recal Boniface ’ '***’ 
from the government of Africa; he fecretly ad- 
vifed Boniface to difobey the Imperial fummons : 
to the one, he reprefented the order as a fentence 
of death ; to the other , he flated the refufal as a 
fignal of revolt ; and when the credulous and un- 
fufpedful count had armed the province in his 
defence , JEtius applauded his fagacity in fore- 
feeing the rebellion, which his own perfidy had 
excited. A temperate inquiry into the real 
motives of Boniface, would have reftored a faith- 
ful fervant to his duty and to the republic; but 
the arts of JEtius Bill continued to betray and 
to inflame ; and the count was urged , by per- 
fccution, to embrace the mod defperate counfels. 

The fuccefs with which he eluded or repelled the 
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firft attacks, could not infpire a vain confidence, 
that, at the head of fome loofe, diforderly Afri- 
cans, he fhould be able to withftand the regular 
forces of the Weft, commanded by a rival, whofe 
military character it was impoftible for him to 
defpife. After fome hefitation, the laft ftruggles 
of prudence and loyalty , Boniface difpatched a 
trufty friend to the court, or rather to the camp, 
of Gonderic, king of the Vandals, with the pro- 
pofal of a ftridt alliance, and the offer of an ad- 
vantageous and perpetual fettlement. 

After the retreat of the Goths, the authority of 
Honorius had obtained a precarious eftablifliment 
in Spain ; except only in the province of Gal- 
licia, where the Suevi and the Vandals had for- 
tified their camps, in mutual difeord, and hoftile 
independence. The Vandals prevailed ; and their 
adverfaries were befieged in the Nervafian hills, 
between Leon and Oviedo , till the approach of 
Count Afterius compelled, or rather provoked, the 
vidtorious Barbarians to remove the feene of the 
war to the plains of Bcetica. The rapid progrefs 
of the Vandals foon required a more effectual 
oppofition ; and the mafter - general Caftinus 
marched againft them with a numerous army of 
Romans and Goths. Vanquifhed in battle by an 
inferior enemy, Caftinus fled with difhonour to 
Tarragona ; and this memorable defeat , which 
has been reprefented as the punilhment, was moft 
probably the effedt, of his ralh prefumption 
Seville and Carthagena bdeame the reward, or 
rather the prey , of the ferocious conquerors ; and 
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the veflels which they found in the harbour of 
Carthagena, might eafily tranfport them to the 
ifles of Majorca and Minorca , where the Spanifh 
fugitives , as in a fecure recefs , had vainly con- 
cealed their families and their fortunes. The 
experience of navigation, and perhaps the profpedl 
of Africa, encouraged the Vandals to accept the 
invitation which they received from Count Boni- 
face; and the death of Gonderic ferved only to 
forward and animate the bold enterprife. In the 
room of a prince, not confpicuous for any fuperior 
powers of the mind or body, they acquired his 
baftard brother, the terrible Genferic x ’; a name, 
which , in the dellrudtion of the Roman empire , 
has deferved an equal rank with the names of 
Alaric and Attila. The king of the Vandals is 
deferibed to have been of a middle ftature, with 
a lamenefs in one leg, which he had contradled 
by an accidental fall from his horfe. His flow 
and cautious fpeech feldom declared the deep 
purpofes of his foul : he »difdained to imitate the 
luxury of the vanquifhed; but he indulged the 
Iterner paflions of anger and revenge. The am- 
bition of Genferic was without bounds, and with- 
out fcruples; and the warrior could dexteroufly 
employ the dark engines of policy to folicit the 
allies who might be ufeful to his fuccefs, or to 
fcatter among his enemies the feeds of hatred and 
contention. Almofl; in the moment of his depar- 
ture he was informed, that Hermanric , king of 
the Suevi , had prefumed to ravage the Spanilh 
territories , which he was refolved to abandon. 
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Impatient of the infult , Genferic purfued the 
hafty retreat of the Suevi as far as Merida; preci- 
pitated the king and his army into the river Anas, 
and calmly returned to the fea-fhore , to embark 
his victorious troops. ThevefTels which tranfported 
the Vandals over the modern Streights of Gibraltar, 
a channel only twelve miles in breadth , were fur- 
nifhed by the Spaniards, who anxioufly wiflied 
their departure; and by the African general, who 
had imploredLtheir formidable alliftance 1+ . 

Our fancy , fo long accuftomed to exaggerate 
and multiply the martial fwarms of Barbarians 
that feemed to iflue from the North , will per- 
haps be furprifed by the account of the army 
which Genferic muttered on the coaft of Mau- 
ritania. The Vandals, who in twenty years had 
penetrated from the Elbe to Mount Atlas , were 
united under the command of their warlike king ; 
and he reigned with equal authority over the 
Alani, who had paffed , within the term of hu- 
man life, from the cold of Scythia to the exceflive 
heat of an African climate. The hopes of the 
bold enterprife had excited many brave adven- 
turers of the Gothic nation; and many defperate 
provincials were tempted to repair their fortunes 
by the fame means which had occafioncd their 
ruin. Yet this varipus multitude amounted only 
to fifty thoufand effective men; and though Gen- 
feric artfully magnified his apparent ftrength, by 
appointing eighty diiliarchs , or commanders of 
thoufands, the fallacious increafe of old men, of 
children , and of flaves , would fcarcely have. 
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fwelled his army to the number of fourfcore 
thbufand perfons *\ But his own dexterity, and 
the difcontents of Africa, foon fortified the Vandal 
powers, by the acceflion of numerous and adlive 
allies. The parts of Mauritania, which border on 
the great defert, and the Atlantic ocean, were 
filled with a fierce and untradlable race of men, 
whofe favage temper had been exafperated, rather 
than reclaimed , by their dread of the Roman arms. 
The wandering Moors **, as they gradually 
ventured to approach the fea-lhore, and the camp 
of the Vandals, muft have viewed with terror 
and aftonilhment the drefs , the armour, the 
martial pride and difcipline of the unknown ffran- 
gers, who had landed on their coaft; and the fair 
complexions of the blue-eyed warriors of Germany, 
formed a very fingular contrail with the fwarthy 
or olive hue , which is derived from the neigh- 
bourhood of the torrid zone. After the firft diffi- 
culties fiad in fome meafure been removed, which 
arofe from the mutual ignorance of their refpedtive 
language, the Moors, rcgardlefs of any future 
confequence, embraced the alliance of the enemies 
of Rome; and a crowd of naked favages rulhed 
from the woods and vallfes of Mount Atlas, to 
fatiate their revenge on the poliflied tyrants , who 
had injurioufly expelled them from the native 
fovereignty of the land. 

The perfecution of the Donatifts 17 was an 
event not lefs favourable to the defigns of Gen- 
feric. Seventeen years before he landed in Africa, 
a public conference was held at Carthage, by the 


c H A p. 
XXXIII. 


The 

Moors, 


The Do- 
nutiAs. 


Digitized by Google 


I 


14 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

« H a r order of the magiftrate. The Catholics were 

xxxiii. fatisfied, that, after the invincible reafons which 
they had alleged, the obftinacy of the fchifmatics 
muft be inexcufable and voluntary; and the em- 
peror Honorius was perfuaded to inflidl the mod: 
rigorous penalties on a faction, which had fo 
long abufed his patience and clemency. Three 
hundred bifhops " , with many thoufands of the 
inferior clergy, were torn from their churches , 
{tripped of their ecclefialtical poffeflions, banilhed 
to the iflands, and profcribed by the laws, if they 
prefumed to conceal themfelves in the provinces 
of Africa. Their numerous congregations , both 
in cities and in the country, were deprived of the 
rights of citizens, and of the exercife of religious 
worfhip. A regular fcale of fines, from ten to 
two hundred pounds of filver, was turioufly 
afcertained, according to the diflinctions of rank 
and fortune, to punifh the crime of aflifting at a , 
fchifmatic conventicle; and if the fine had been 
levied five times, without fubduing the obftinacy 
of the offender, his future punifhment was refer- 
red to the difcretion of the Imperial court l *. 
By thefe feverities , which obtained the warmed 
approbation of St. Auguftin 3 * , great numbers of 
Donatifts were reconciled to the Catholic church : 
but the fanatics , who ftill perfevered in their op- 
pofition , were provoked to madnefs and defpair; 
the diftradted country was filled with tumult ami 
bloodflied ; the armed troops of Circumcellions 
alternately pointed their rage againft themfelves; 

, or againft their adverfaries; and the calendar 
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of martyrs received on both Tides a confiderable chap. 
augmentation Under thefe circumftances , xxxm. 

Genferic, a Chriftian , but an enemy of the ortho- 
dox communion , fhewed himfelf to the Dona- 
tifts as a powerful deliverer, from whom they 
might reafonably expedt the repeal of the odious 
and oppreffive edicts of the Roman emperors **. 

The conqueft of Africa was facilitated by the 
adive zeal, or the fecret favour, of a domeftic 
fadtion; the wanton outrages againft the churches, 
and the clergy, of which the Vandals are accufed, 
may be fairly imputed to the fanaticifm of their 
allies; and the intolerant fpirit, which difgraced 
the triumph of Chriftianity , contributed to the lofs 
pf the moft important province of the Weft **. 

The court and the people were aftonifhed by Tardy re- 
the ftrange intelligence, that a virtuous hero, p '" B un ? e 
after fo many favours, and fo many fervices , had f ace , 
renounced his allegiance, and invited the Barba- A - D - 430. 
rians to dcftroy the province entruftcd to his 
command. The friends of Boniface, who ftill 
believed that his criminal behaviour might be 
excufcd by fome honourable motive , folicited , 
during the abfence of JEtius, a free conference 
with the Count of Africa; and Darius, an officer 
of high diftindtion, was named for the important 
embaffy *\ In their firft interview at Carthage , 
the imaginary provocations were mutually ex- 
plained ; the oppofite letters of iEtius were pro- 
duced and compared; and the fraud was eafily 
detedled. Placidia and Bonif*ce lamented their fatal 
error; and the count had fuflicient magnanimity 
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/ 

to confide in the forgivenefs of his fovereign , 

or to expofe his head to her future refentment. 

His repentance was fervent and finccre ; but he 

foon difcovered , that it was no longer in his. 

power to reftore the edifice which he had fhaken 

to its foundations. Carthage , and the Roman 

garrifons , returned with their general to the 

allegiance of Valentinian ; but the reft of Africa 

was ftill diffracted with war and fadion ; and 
• • 

the -inexorable king of the Vandals , difdaining 

all terms of accommodation , fternly refufed to 

relinquifh the poffeflion of his prey. The band 

of veterans , who marched under the ftandard of 

Boniface, and his batty levies of provincial troops, 

were defeated with confiderable lofs: the victorious 

% 

Barbarians infulted the open country; and Carthage, 
Cirta, and Hippo Regius, were the only cities 
that appeared to rife above the general inundation. 

The long and narrow trad of the African coaft 
was filled with frequent monuments of Roman 
art and magnificence ; and the refpedive degrees 
of improvement might be accurately meafured 
by the diftance from Carthage and the Mediter- 
ranean. A fimple; refledion will imprefs every 
thinking mind with the cleared: idea of fertility 
,and cultivation : the country was extremely 

populous ; the inhabitants referved a liberal 
fubfiftence for their own ufe ; and the annual 
exportation, particularly of wheat, was fo regular 
and plentiful , that - Africa deferved the name of 
the common ^granary of Rome and of mankind. 

On 
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On a fudden, the feven fruitful provinces, from 
Tangier to Tripoli, were overwhelmed by the’ 
invafion of the Vandals ; whofe deftrudlive rage 
has perhaps been exaggerated by popular ani- 
mofity, religious zeal, and extravagant declama- 
tion. War, in its faireft form, implies a per- 
petual violation of humanity and juftice; and the 
hoftilities of Barbarians are inflamed by the fierce 
and lawlefs fpirit which incefiantly difturb* 'their 
peaceful and domeftic fociety. I he Vandals, 
where they found refiftance , ftldom gave quarter, 
and the deaths of their valiant countrymen were 
expiated by the ruin of the cities under whofe 
wall« they had fallen. Carelefs of the diftindtions 
of age, or fex, or rank, they employed every fpe- 
cies of indignity and torture , to force fro 1. the 
captives a difeovery of their hidden wealth. The 
Item policy of Genferic juftitied his frequent ex- 
amples of military execution: he was not always 
the mailer of his own paffions , or of thofe ol his 
followers; and the calamities of war were aggra- 
vated by the licentionfnefs of the Moors, and the 
fanaticifm of the Donat ills. Yet I lhall not ea- 
fily be perfuaded, that it was the common prac- 
tice of the Vandals to extirpate the olives) and 
other fruit-trees, of a country where they intend- 
ed to fettle: nor can I believe that it was a ufual 
ftratagem to flaughter great numbers of their 
prifoners before the walls of a befieged city , for 
the foie purpofe of infedting the air , • and pro- 
ducing a peftilence , of which they themfelves 
mull have been the firft victims 1S . 
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The generous mind of Count Boniface was 
tortured by the exquifite diftrcfs of beholding the 
ruin , which he had occafioned , and whofe rapid 
progrefs he was unable to check. After the lofs 
of a battle , he retired into Hippo Regius; where 
he was immediately befieged by an enemy, who 
confidered him as the real bulwark of Africa. 
The maritime colony of Hippo 16 , about two hun- 
dred miles weftward of Carthage , had formerly 
acquired the diftinguifliing epithet of Repins, 
from the refidence of Numidian kings; and fome 
remains of trade and populoufnefs ftill adhere to 
the modern city, which is known in Europe by 
the corrupted name of Bona. The military la- 
bours, and anxious reflections, of Count Boniface, 
were alleviated by the edifying converfation of 
his friend St. Auguftin 17 ; till that bifliop , the 
light and pillar of the Catholic church , was 
gently releafed , in the third month of the fiege, 
and in the feventy-fixth year of his age , from the 
adual and the impending calamities of his coun- 
try. The youth of Auguftin had been ftained 
by the vices and errors, which he fo ingenuoufly 
confeffes; but from the moment of his conver- 
fion , to that of his death, the manners of the 
bifliop of Hippo were pure and auftere: and the 
moft confpicuous of his virtues was an ardent 
zeal againft heretics of every denomination; the 
Manichxans, the Donatifts , and the Pelagians , 
againft whom be waged a perpetual controverfy. 
When the city , fome months after his death , was 
burnt by the Vandals , the library was fortunately 
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faved, which contained his voluminous writings; 
two hundred and thirty-two feparate books or 
treatifes on theological fubjedts, befides a com- 
plete expofition of the pfalter and the gofpel , 
and a copious magazine of epiftles and homilies **. 
According to the judgment of the moll impartial 
critics , the fuperficial learning of Auguflin was 
confined to the Latin language, **; and his ftyle, 
though fometimes animated by the eloquence of 
paffion , is ufually clouded by falfe and affedted 
rhetoric. Rut he polfeffed a ftrong , capacious, 
argumentative mind ; he boldly founded the dark, 
abyfs of grace, predeltination , free-will, and 
original fin : and the rigid fyftem of Chriftianity 
which he framed or reffored **, had been enter- 
tained, with public applaufe, and fecret reluct- 
ance, by the Latin church 

By the fkill of Boniface , and perhaps by the 
ignorance of the Vandals, the fiege of Hippo 
was protradted above fourteen months: the fea 
was continually open ; and when the adjacent 
country had been exhaulted by irregular rapine, 
the befieger^ themfelves were compelled by fa- 
mine to relinquilh their enterprife. The import- 
ance and danger of Africa were deeply felt by 
the regent of the Weft. Placidia implored the 
affiftance of her eaftern ally ; and the Italian fleet 
and army were reinforced by Afpar , who failed, 
from Conltantinople with a powerful armament. 
As foon as the force of the two empires was unit- 
ed under the command of Boniface , he boldly 
marched againlt the Vandals ; and the lof» of a 
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fecond battle irretrievably decided tbe fate of 
Africa. He embarked with the precipitation of 
defpair; and the people of Hippo were permitted 
with their families and effects , to occupy the va- 
cant place of the foldiers , the greatell part of 
whom were either flain or made prifoners by the 
Vandals. The Count, wliofe fatal credulity had 
wounded the vitals of the republic, might enter 
the palace of Ravenna with fome anxiety, which 
was foon removed by the fmiles of Placidia. 
Boniface accepted with gratitude the rank of patri- 
cian, and the dignity of mailer-general of the Ro- 
man armies; but he mud have blulhed at the fight 
of thofe medals , in which he was reprefented 
w ith the name and attributes of victory **. The 
difcovery of his fraud, the difpleafure of the 
emprefs, and the dillinguilhed favour of his rival, 
exafperated the haughty and perfidious foul of 
iEtius. He haftily returned from Gaul to Italy, 
with a retinue, or rather with an army, of Bar- 
barian followers; and fuch was the weaknefs of 
the government, that the two generals decided 
their private quarrel in a bloody doattle. Boni- 
face was fuccefsful; but he received in the conflict 
a mortal wound from the fpear of his adverfary, 
of which he expired within a few days, in fuch 
Chriftian and charitable fentiments / that he 
exhorted his wife, a rich heirefs of Spain, to 
accept iEtius for her fecond hulband. But iEtius 
could not derive any immediate advantage from 
the generolity of his dying enemy: he was pro- 
claimed a rebel by the jullice of Placidia; and 
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though he attempted to defend fome ftrong fortref- 
fes eredled on his patrimonial eftate , the Imperial 
power foon compelled him to retire into Panno- 
nia, to the tents of his faithful Huns. The re- 
public was deprived , by their mutual difcord of 
the fervice of her two moll illuftrious champions”. 

It might naturally be expedted , after the re- 
treat of Boniface, that the Vandals would atchieve, 
without refiftance or delay , the conqueft: of Africa. 
Eight years however elapfed , from the evacua- 
tion of Hippo to the reduction jaf Carthage. 
In the midft of that interval , the ambitious Gen- 
feric , in the full tide of apparent piofperity , 
negociated a treaty of peace , by which he gave 
his fon Hunneric for an hoftage; and confented 
to leave the Weftern emperor in the undi.fturbed 
poffellion of the three Mauritanias ”. This mo- 
deration, which cannot be imputed to tnejuftice, 
muff be afcribed to the policy , of the conqueror. 
His throne was encompalfed with domellic ene- 
mies ; who accufed the bafenefs of his birth , and 
averted the legitimate claims of his nephews , the 
fons of Gonderic. Thofe nephews, indeed, he 
facrihced to his fafety; and their mother, the 
widow of the deceafed king, was precipitated , by 
his order, into the river Ampfaga. But the pub- 
lic difcontent burft forth in dangerous and fre- 
quent confpiracies; and the warlike tyrant is 
fuppofed to have fhed more Vandal blood by the 
hand of the executioner , than in the field of bat- 
tle”. The convulfions of Africa whihich had 
favoured his attack , oppofed the firm eftablifhmenfc 
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chap, of his power; and the various feditions of the 
■xxxiii. Moors and Germans , the Donatifts and Catho- 
lics , continually difturbed , or threatened , the 
unfettled reign of the conqueror. As he advanc- 
fb ed towards Carthage, he was forced to with- 
draw his troops from the Weftern provinces ; 
the fea-coaft was expofed to the naval enter- 
prifes of the Romans of Spain and Italy ; and > 
in the heart of Numidia , the ftrong inland city 
of Corta ftill perfifted in obftinate independence ’*♦ 
Thefe difficulties, were gradually fubdued by the 
fpirit, the perfeverance , and the cruelty of Gen- 
feric ; who alternately applied the arts of peace 
and war to the eftablifhment of his African king- 
dom. He fubferibed a folemn treaty, with the 
hope of deriving fome advantage from the term 
of its continuance, and the moment of its vio- 
ation. The vigilance of his enemies was relaxed 
by the proteftations of friendfhip , which con- 
cealed his hoftile approach ; and Carthage was at 
length furprifed by the Vandals, five hundred 
and eightv-five years after the deftru&ion of the 
city and republic by the younger Scipio ,7 . 

They fur- A new city ted arifen from its ruins, with the 
prife Car- (J t ] e D f a colony ; and though Carthage might 
A o’ 439, yield to the royal prerogatives of Conftantinople , 
October 9- and perhaps to the trade of Alexandria, or the 
fplendor of Antioch , file' ftill maintained the fe- 
cond rank in the Weft; as the 2?o/mr(ifwe may 
life the ftyle -of contemporaries ) of the African 
world. That wealthy and opulent metropolis 
difplayed in a dependent condition, the image 
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of a flourilhing republic. Carthage contained < 
the manufactures, the arms , and the treafures of 
the fix provinces. A regular fubordination of 
civil honours , gradually afcended from the pro- 
curators of the ftreets and quarters of the city, 
to the tribunal of the fupreme magiftrate, who, 
with the title of proconful , reprefented the ftate 
and dignity of a confu! of ancient Rome. Schools 
and gymnajia were inftituted for the education of 
the African youth ; and the liberal arts and man- 
ners, grammar, rhetoric, and philofophy , were 
publicly taught in the Greek and Latin languages. 
The buildings of Carthage were uniform and 
magnificent : a lhady grove was planted in the 
midft of the capital; the new port, a fecure and 
capacious harbour , was fubfervient to the com- 
mercial induftry of citizens and ftrangers ; and 
the fplendid games of the circus and theatre 
were exhibited almoft in the prefence of the Bar- 
barians. The reputation of the Carthaginians 
was not equal to that of their country , and the 
reproach of Punic faith flill adhered to their fub- 
tle and faithlefs character The habits of 

trade, and the abufe of luxury, had corrupted 
their manners ; but their impious contempt of 
monks, and the fhamelefs pradice of unnatural 
lulls, are the two abominations which excite the, 
pious vehemence of Salvian , the preacher of tbe 
age 4 *. The king of the Vandals feverely reform- 
ed the vices of a voluptuous people ; and the 
ancient, noble, ingenuous, freedom of Carthage 
( thefe exprellions of Vidor are not without energy } , 
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wa« reduced by Genferic into a (late of igno- 
minious fervitude. Alter he had permitted his li- 
centious troops to fitiate their rage and avarice , 
he inftituted a more regular fyftem of rapine and 
opprefiion. An efitit was promulgated , which en- 
joined all perfons; without fraud or delay, to de- 
liver their gold, fiber, jewels, and valuable fur- 
niture or apparel , to the royal officers ; and the at- 
tempt to fecrete anv part of their patrimony, 
wa> inexorably punilhed with death and torture, 
as an ad of treafon againft the flate. 1 he lands 
of the proconfular province, which formed the im- 
mediate > I iflrict of Carthage , were accurately mea- 
fured , and divided among the Barbarians; and 
the conquer< r rcferved for his peculiar domain , the 
fertile territory of Byzantium , and the adjacent 
parts of Numidia and Getulia’ 1 . 

If was natu al enough that Genferic flhould hate 
thofe whom he had injured : the nobility and fe- 
nators of Carthage were expofed to his jealoufy and 
lefentment; and all thofe who refuFd the ignomi- 
nious terms , which their honour and religion for- 
bade them to accept, were compelled bytheArian 
tyrant to embrace the condition of perpetual ban- 
ifinnent. Rome, Italy, and the provinces of the 
Fall, were filled with a crowd of exiles, of fugi- 
tives , and of ingenuous captives , who folicited 
the public compaffion : and the benevolent epifUes 
of Iheodoret, ftill preferve the names and misfor- 
tunes of Caeleftian and JYlaria 'I he Syrian bifliop 
deplores the misfortunes of Cxlcftian , who, from 
the Rate of a noble and opulent fenator of 
Carthage , was reduced , with his wife and 
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family , and fervants , to beg his bread in a 
foreign country; but he applauds the refignation 
of the Chriftian exile , and the philofophic 
temper, which, under the preffure of fuch cala- 
mities , could enjoy more real happinefs , than 
was the ordinary lot of wealth and profperity. 
The ftory of Maria , the daughter of the magnifi- 
cent Eudaimon , is Singular and interefting. In the 
fack of Carthage , (he was purchafed from the 
Vandals by fome merchants of Syria, who after- 
wards fold her as a flave in their native country. 
A female attendant, tranfported in the fame fhip, 
and fold in the fame family , ftill continued to 
* refpecl a miftrefs whom fortune had reduced to 
the common level of fervitude; and the daughter 
of Tudaemon received from her grateful affection 
the domeftic Services , which fhe had once re- 
quired from her obedience. This remarkable 
behaviour divulged the real condition of Maria; 
who, in thp abfence of the bifhop of Cyrrhus, 
was redeemed from Slavery by the generofity of 
fome foldiers of %>e garrifon. The liberality of 
Theodoret provided for her decent maintenance ; 
and flic palled ten months among the deaconeffes 
of the church ; till file was unexpe&edly informed, 
that her father, who had efcaped from the ruin 
of Carthage , exercifed an honourable office in one 
of the Weltern provinces. Her filial impatience 
was f conded* by the pious bifhop: Theodoret, 
in a letter ftill extant, recommends Maria to the 
bifhop of iEgx, a maritime city of Cilicia which 
was frequented, during the annual fair, by the 
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velTels of the Weft ; moft earneftly requeuing , that 
his colleague would ufe the maiden with a ten- 
demefs fuitable to her birth ; and that he would 
entruft her to the care of fuch faithful merchants, 
as would erteem it a fuftioient gain , if they 
reftored a daughter, loft beyond all human hope» 
to the arms of her afflicted parent. 

Among the infipid legends of ecclefiaftical hifto- 
ry , I am tempted to diftinguifh the memorable 
fableof the Seven Sl e t p eks *’ : whofe imaginary 
date correfponds with the reign of the younger 
Theodofius , and the conqueft of Africa by the 
Vandals 4 \ When the emperor Deciits pcrfecuted 
the Chriftians , feven noble youths of hphefus 
concealed th^mfelves in a fpacious cavern in the «. 
fide of an adjacent mountain ; where they wire 
doomed to perifh by the tyrant, who gave orders 
that the entrance fhould be firmly fecured with 
a pile of huge ftones. They immediately fell into 
a deep flumber, which was miraculoufly pro- 
longed, without injuring the powers of life, 
during a period of one hundred#md eighty -feven 
years. At the end of that rime, the flavej of 
Adolius, to whom the inheritance of the mountain 
had defeended , removed the ftones , to fupply 
materials for fome ruftic edifice : the light of the 
fun darted into the cavern, and the feven fleepers 
were permitted to awake. After a flumber, as 
they thought, of a few hours, they were prelfed 
by the calls of hunger; and rtfolved that Jambli- 
chus , one of their number , fliould fecretly return 
to the city, to purchafe bread for the ufe of his 
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companions. The youth ( if we may Hill employ 
that appellation) could no longer recognife the 
once familiar afpedl of his native country ; and his 
furprife was increafed by the appearance of a large 
crofs, triumphantly eredted over the principal gate 
of F.phefus. His Angular drefs , and obfolete Ian. 
guage, confounded the baker, to whom he offered 
an ancient medal of Decius as the current coin of 
the empire ; and Jamblichus , on the fufpicion of 
a fecret treafure, was dragged before the judge. 
Their mutual inquiries produced the amazing 
difeovery , that two centuries were almoft elapfed 
fince Jamblichus, and his friends, had efcaped 
from the rage of a Pagan tyrant. The bifliop of 
Ephefus, the clergy, the magiftrates , the people, 
and as it is faid the emperor Theodofius himfelf, 
haftened to vifit the cavern of the Seven Sleepers , 
who bellowed their benedidtion , related their 
ftory, and at the fame inllant peaceably expired. 
The origin of this marvellous fable cannot be 
aferibed to the pious fraud and credulity of the 
modern Greeks, fince the authentic tradition mav 
be traced within half a century of the fuppofed 
miracle. James of Sarug, a Syrian bifliop, who 
was born only two years after the death of the 
younger Theodofius , has devoted one of his two 
hundred and thirty homilies to the praife of the 
young men of Ephefus 4! . Their legend , before 
the end of the fixth century , was tranflated from 
the Syriac , into the Latin , language , by the care 
of Gregory of Tours. The hoflilc communions 
of the Eaft preferve their memory with equal 
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chap, reverence ; and their names are honourably in- 
xxxiijl fcribed in the Roman , the Habyffinian , and the 
Ruffian calendar **. Nor has their reputation been 
confined to the Chriftian world. This popular 
tale , which Mahomet might learn when he drove 
his camels to the fairs of Syria, is introduced, as 
a divine revelation, into the Koran 47 . The ftory 
of the Seven Sleepers has been adopted , and 
adorned by the nations , from Bengal to Africa , 
who profefg the Mahometan religion 4 '; andfome 
veftiges of a fitnilar tradition have been difcovered 
in the remote extremities of Scandinavia 4 '. This' 
eafy and univerfal belief, fo exprelfive of the fenfe 
of mankind, may be afcribed to the genuine merit 
of the fable itfelf. We imperceptibly advance from 
youth to age, without obferving the gradual, 
but inceffant , change of human affairs; and even 
in our larger experience of hiflory, the imagina- 
tion is accuftomed, by a perpetual feries of caufes 
and effects, to unite the mofl diffant revolutions. 
But. if the interval between two memorable seras 
could be inftantly annihilated; if it were poffible 
after a momentary flumber of two hundred years, 
to difplay the new world to the eyes of afpe&ator, 
who fliJl retained a lively and recent impreffion 
of the old , his furprife and his reflections woulcl 
furnifh the pleafing fubjedt of a philofophical 
romance. T he fcene could not be more advan- 
tageoufly placed , than in the two centuries which 
elapfed between the reigns of Decius and of 
Theodofius the Younger. During this period, the 
feat of government had been tranfported from 
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Rome to a new city on the banks of the Thra- 
cian Bofphorus ; and the abufe of military fpirit 
had been fupprelfed by an artificial fyftem of tame 
and ceremonious fervitude. The throne of the per- 
fecting Decius was filled by a fucceffion of Chrif- 
tiaif and orthodox princes, who had extirpated the 
fabulous gods of antiquity: and the public devo- 
tion of the age was impatient to exalt the faints 
and martyrs of the Catholic church, on the altars 
of Diana and Hercules. The union of the Roman 
empire was diffolved: its genius was humbled in 
the dud; and armies of unknown Barbarians, 
iffuing from the frozen regions of the North, had 
eflablifhed their vidtorious reign over the faireft 
provinces of Europe and Africa. 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 

The Char after , Conqitejis , and. Court of Attyla , 
King of the Hunt. — Death of Theodojius the 
Tottnger. — Elevation of Marcian to the Empire 
of the EaJ }. 

TP HE weftern world was opprefled by tbe Goths 
and Vandals , who fled before the Huns; but the 
achievements of the Huns themfelves were not 
adequate to their power £nd profperity. Their 
victorious holds had fpread from the Volga to 
the Danube; but the public force was exhaufted 
by the difeord of independent chieftains ; their 
valour was idly confumedin obfeure and preda- 
tory cxcurfions ; and they often degraded their 
national dignity by condefcending , for the hopes 
of •fpoil , to enlift under the banners of their 
fugitive enemies. In the reign of Attila 1 , the 
Huns again became the terror of the world; and 
I fhall now deferibe the character and atftions of 
that formidable Barbarian ; who alternately in- 
fulted and invaded the Eaft and the Weft, and 
urged the rapid downfal of the Roman empire. 

In the tide of emigration, which impetuoufly 
rolled from the confines of China to thofe of 
Germany , the moft powerful and populous tribes 
may commonly be found on the verge of the 
Roman provinces. The accumulated weight was 
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fuftained for a while by artificial barriers ; and c 
the eafy condefcenfion of the emperors invited, 
without fatisfying, the infolent demands of the 
Barbarians, who had acquired an eager appetite 
for the luxuries of civilifed life. The Hungarians , 
who ambitioufly infert the name of Attila among 
their native kings, may affirm with truth, that 
the hords , which were fubjedl to his uncle Roas, 
or Rugilas, had formed their encampments within 
the limits of modern Hungary *, in a fertile 
country , which liberally fupplied the wants of a 
nation of hunters and fhepherds. In this advanta- 
geous fituation , Rugilas , and his valiant brothers, 
who continually added so their power and repu- 
tation, commanded the alternative of peace or 
war with the two empires. His alliance with the 
Romans of the Weft was cemented by his perfonal 
friendfhip for 'the great iEtius; who was always 
fecure of finding, in the Barbarian camp, a 
hofpitable reception , and a powerful fupport. At 
his folicitation , and in the name of John the 
ufurper, fixty thoufand Huns advanced to the 
confines of Italy ; their march and their retreat 
were alike expenfive to the ftate; and the grateful 
policy of jEtius abandoned the pofieflion of Pan- 
nonia to his faithful confederates. The Romans 
of the Eaft were not lefs apprehenfive of the 
arms of Rugilas , which threatened the provinces , 
or even the capital. Some eccleftaftical hiftorian$ 
have deftroyed the Barbarians with lightning 
and peftilence * ; but Thcodofuis was reduced 
to the more humble expedient of flipulating an 
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chap, annual payment of three hundred and fifty pounds 
xxxiv. of gold, and of difguifing this difhonourable tri- 
bute by the title of general , which the king of 
the Huns condefcended to accept. The public 
tranquillity was frequently interrupted by the 
fierce impatience of the Barbarians , and the per- 
fidious intrigues of the Byzantine court. Four 
dependent nations , among whom we may diftin- 
guifh the Bavarians, difclaimed the fovereignty 
of the Huns; and their revolt was encouraged 
and protected by a Roman alliance ; till the juft 
claims , and formidable power , of Rugilas , were 
effectually urged by the voice of hflaw his 
ambafTador. Peace wa<^ the unanimous wilh of 
the fenate : their decree was ratified by the em- 
peror ; and two ambaffadors were named, Plin- 
thas, a general of Scythian extraction, but of 
confular rank ; and the quaeflor Epigenes , a wife 
and experienced ftatefman, who was recom- 
mended to that office by his ambitious col- 
league. 

Reign of The death of Rugilas fufpended the progrefs of 
A “ ila J j the treaty. His two nephews, Attila and Bleda, 

433 4^3. who fucceeded to the throne of their uncle, con- 

fented to a perfonal interview with the ambafia- 
jdors of Conftantinople; but as they proudly re- 
filled to difmount,'the bufinefs was tranfacted on 
horfeback, in a fpacious plain near the city of 
Margus, in the Upper Adaefia. 1 he kings of the 
Huns affumed the folid benefits , as well as the 
vain honours , of the negociation. They dictated 
the conditions of peace, and each condition was 
* an 
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an infult on the majefty of the empire. Defides 
the freedom of a fafe and plentiful market on the 
banks of the Danube, they required that the 
annual contribution fliould be augmented from 
three hundred and fifty , to feven hundred , pounds 
of gold; that a fine, or ranfora, of eight pieces 
of gold, fliould be paid for every Roman captive, 
who had efcaped from his Barbarian mafter; chat 
the emperor fliould renounce all treaties, and 
engagements with the enemies of the Huns ; and 
that all the fugitives, who had taken refuge in 
the court, or provinces, of Thcodofius , fiiould 
be delivered to the juftice of their offended fover- 
eign. This juftice was rigoroufly inflitfted on fomC 
unfortunate youths of a royal race. They were 
crucified on the territories of the empire , by the 
command of Attila: and, as foon as the king 
of the Huns had impreffed the Romans with the 
terror of his name , he indulged them in a fiiort 
and arbitrary refpite , whilft he fubdued the 
rebellious or independent nations of Scythia and 
Germany *. 

Attila, the fon ofMundzuk, deduced his no- 
ble , perhaps his regal , defeent * from the ancient 
Hutls, who had formerly contended with the 
nionarchs of China His features, according to 
the obfervation of a Gothic hiftorian, bore the 
ftamp of his national origin; and the portrait of 
Attila exhibits the genuine deformity of. a mo- 
dern Calmuck ‘ ; a large head , a fwarthy com- 
plexion , fmall deep feated eyes, a flatnofe, a few 
hairs in the place of a beard, broad fliouldcrs) 
Vol. VI. C 
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and a Ihort fquare body, of nervous ftrength*. 
though of a difproportioned form. The haughty 
ftep and demeanor of the king of the Huns ex- 
preffed the confcioufnefs of his fuperiority above 
the reft of mankind ; and he had a cuftom of 
fiercely rolling his eyes, as if he wifhed to enjoy 
the terror which he infpired. Yet this favage 
hero was not inacceflible to pity : his fuppliant 
enemies might confide in the affurance of peace 
or pardon; and Attila was confidered by his fub* 
jedts as a juft and indulgent maftcr. He delighted 
in war; but, after he had afeended the throne 
in a mature age, his head, rather than his 
hand , atchieved the conqueft of the North ; and 
the fame of an adventurous foldier was ufefully 
exchanged for that of a prudent and fuccefsful 
general. The effects of perfonal valour are fo 
inconfiderable , except in poetry or romance, that 
vidtory , even among Barbarians, muft depend 
on the degree of fkill, with which the paflions 
of the multitude are combined and guided for 
the fervice of a fingle man. The Scythian con- 
querors, Attila and Zingis , furpaffed their rude 
countrymen in art, rather than in courage; and 
it may be obferved , that the monarchies, both 
of the Huns , and of the Moguls , were eredted 
by their founders on the bafis of popular fuperfti- 
tion. The miraculous conception, which fraud 
and credulity aferibed to the virgin -mother of 
Zingis, Tailed him above the level of human 
nature; and the naked prophet, who, in the 
name of the Deity, inverted him with the empire 
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of the earth, pointed the valour of the Moguls 
wTth irrefiftible enthufiafm 7 . The religious arts 
of Attila were not lefs fkilfully adapted to the 
charader of his age and country. It was natural 
enough, that the Scythians lhould adore, with 
peculiar devotion , the god of war ; but as they 
were in^ftable of forming either an abftrad idea, 
or a corporeal reprefentation, they worfhipped 
their tutelar deity under the fymbol of an iron 
cimeter *. One of the fhepherds of the Huns 
perceived, that a heifer, who was grazing, had 
wounded herfelf in the foot, and curioufly fol- 
lowed the track of the blood, till he difcovered, 
among the long grafs, the point of an ancient 
fword ; which he dug out of the ground , and 
prefented to Attila. That magnanimous , or rather 
that artful, prince accepted, with pious grati- 
tude, this celeftial favour; and, as the rightful 
pofleflbr of the fword. of Jllars aflerted his divine 
and indefeafible claim to the dominion of the 
earth *. If the rites of Scythia were pradifed on 
this folemn occafion, a lofty altar, or rather pile 
of faggots , three hundred yards in length and in 
breadth, was raifed in a fpacious plain; and the 
fword of Mars was placed ered on the fummit 
of this ruftic altar, which was annually confe- 
crated by the blood offhcep, horfes , and of the 
hundredth captive Whether human facrilices 
formed any part of the worfhip of Attila, or 
whether he propitiated the god of war with the 
vidims which he continually offered in the field 
of battle, the favourite of Mars foon acquired a 
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facred character, which rendered his conqdefls 
more eafy , and more permanent ; and the bar- 
barian princes confefled , in the language of de- 
votion or flattery , that they could not prefume 
to gaze , with a fteady eye , on the divine majefty 
of the king of the Huns ”. His brother Bleda, 
who reigned over a confiderable part^f the na- 
tion , was compelled to refign his fccptre, and his 
life. Yet even this cruel ad was attributed to a 
fupernatural impulfe ; and the vigour with which 
Attila wielded the fword of Mars , convinced the 
world , that it had been referved alone for his in- 
vincible arm But the extent of his empire 
affords the only remaining evidence of the num- 
ber, and importance, of his victories ; and tha 
Scythian monarch , however ignorant of the value 
of fcience and philofophy, might, perhaps, la- 
ment , that his illiterate fubjeds were deftitute of 
the art which could perpetuate the memory of his 
exploits. 

If a line of reparation were drawn between the 
civilized and the favage climates of the globe ; 
between the inhabitants of cities , ' who cultivated 
the earth , and the hunters and fliepherds, who 
dwelt in tents, Attila might afpire to the title of 
fupreme and foie monarch of the Barbarians 11 . 
He alone, among the conquerors of ancient and 
modern times, united the two mighty kingdoms 
of Germany and Scythia; and thofe vague ap- 
pellations , when they are applied to his reign , 
may be underftood with an ample latitude. Thu- 
ringia, which ftretched beyond its actual limits 
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as far as the Danube , was in the number of his 
provinces: he interpofed, with the weight of a 
powerful neighbour, in the domeftic affairs of 
the Franks; and one of his lieutenants chaftifed, 
and almoft exterminated , the Burgundians of the 
Rhine. He fubdued the iflands of the ocean , the 
kingdoms of Scandinavia , encompaffed and di- 
vided by the waters of the Baltic; and the Huns 
might derive a tribute of furs from that northern 
region , which has been protected from all other 
conquerors by the feverity of the climate, and the 
courage of the natives. Towards the Halt, it is 
difficult to circumfcribe the dominion of Attila 
over the Scythian deferts; yet we may be allur- 
ed, that he reigned on the banks of the Volga; 
that the king of the Huns was dreaded , not 
only as a warrior, but as a magician 14 ; that he 
infulted and vanquifhed the Khan of the formi- 
dable Geougen; and that he fent ambalfadors to 
negociate an equal alliance with the empire of 
China. In the proud review of the nations who 
acknowledged the fovereignty of Attila, and 
who never entertained, during his lifetime, the 
thought of a revolt, the Gepidte and the Oftro- 
goths were 'dlftinguifhed by their numbers, their 
bravery, and the perfonal merit of their chiefs. 
The renowned Ardaric , king of theGepidpe, was 
the faithful and fagacious counfellor of the mo- 
narch; who efteemed his intrepid genius, whilft 
he loved the mild and difereet virtues of the no- 
ble Walamir, king of the Oftrogoths. The 
crowd of vulgar kings , the leaders of fo many 1 
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c h a p. martial tribes , who ferved under the flandard of 
xxxiv. Attila, were ranged in the fubmiflive order of 
guards and domeftics , round the perfon of their 
mafter. They watched his nod ; they trembled 
at his frown; and, at the firft fignal of his will, 
they executed, without murmur or hefitation, 
his flcrn and abfolute commands. In time of 
peace, the dependent princes, with their national 
troops , attended the royal camp in regular fuc- 
ceflion; but when Attila collected his military- 
force , he was able to bring into tffe field an army 
of five, or r according to another account, of 
feven hundred thoufand Barbarians I5 . 

The ambaffadors of the Huns 'rnight awaken 
the attention of Theodofius, by reminding him, 
that they were his neighbours both in Europe and 
440. Afia ; fince they touched the Danube on one 
hand, and reached, with the other, as far as the 
Tanais. In the reign of his father Arcadius, a 
band of adventurous Huns had ravaged the pro- 
vinces of the Eaft; from whence they brought 
away rich fpoils and innumerable captives 
They advanced, by a fecret path, along the fhores 
of the Cafpian fea; traverfed the fnowy moun- 
tains of Armenia; palled the Tigris, the Euphra- 
tes, and the lialys ; recruited their weary cavalry 
with the generous breed of Cappadocian horfes; 
occupied the hilly country of Cilicia, and dif- 
turbed the feftal fongs, and dances, of the citizens 
of Antioch. Egypt trembled at their approach ; and 
the monks and pilgrims of the Holy Land pre- 
pared to efcape their fury by a fpeedy embarkation. 


The Huns 
invade 
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The memory of this invafion was dill recent c H a t. 
in the minds of the Orientals. The fubje&s of xxxiv. 
Attila might execute, with fuperior forces, the 
defign which thefe adventurers had lo boldly 
attempted; and it foon became the fubjedl of 
anxious conjedure , whether the temped would 
fall on the dominions of Rome , or of Perfia. 

Some of the great vaffals of the king of the Huns, 
who were themfelves in the rank of powerful 
princes, had been fent to ratify an alliance and 
fociety of arms with the emperor, or rather with 
the general , of the Wed. Th<;y related, during 
their refidence at Rome , die circumdances of an 
expedition , which they had lately made into the 
Ead. After palling a defert and a morafs, fup- 
pofed by the Romans to be the lake Mceotis, 
they penetrated through the mountains, and ar- 
rived, at the end of fifteen days march, on the 
confines of Media; where they advanced as far as 
the unknown cities of Bafic and Curfic. They 
encountered the Perfian army, in the plains of 
Media; and the air, according to their own ex- 
preflion , was darkened by a cloud of arrows. But * 
the Huns were obliged to retire, before the num- 
bers of the enemy. Their laborious retreat was 
effe&ed by a different road; they lod the great- 
ed part of their booty; and at length returned 
to the royal camp, with fome knowledge of the 
country, and an impatient defire of revenge. 

In the free cotfverfation of the Imperial ambaf- 
fadors , who difcufled , at the court of Attila, the 
character and defigns of their formidable enemy, 
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Q h a P.“ the minifters of Couftantinople exprefled their 
-Nxxiv. hope , that his ftrength might be diverted and 
employed in a long and doubtful conteft with the 
princes of the houfe of Saflan. The more faga- 
cious Italians admonifhed their Eaftern brethren 
of the folly and danger of fuch a hope ; and 
convinced them, that the Medes and Perfians 
were, incapable of refilling the arms of the Huns; 
and , that the eafy and important acquifition would 
exalt the pride, as well as power, of the con- 
queror. Inftead of contenting himfelf with a 
moderate contribution, and a military title, which 
equalled him only to the generals of Theodofius , 
Attila would proceed to impofe a difgraceful and 
intolerable yoke on the necks of the proftrate and 


captive Romans , who would then be encompaffed, 
on all Tides, by the empire of the Huns ,7 . 

They ge While the powers of Europe and Afia were 
tack the folicitous to avert the impending danger , the 
E.i (tern alliance of Attila maintained the Vandals in the 

poffeflion °f Africa. An euterprife had been 
concerted between the courts of Ravenna and 


Couftantinople, for the recovery of that valuable 
province; and the ports of Sicily were already 
idled with the military and naval forces of Theo- 
dofius. But the fubtle Genferic, who fpread his 
negociations round the world, prevented their 
defigns, by exciting the king of the Huns to 
invade the Eaftern empire ; and a trifling inci- 
dent foon became the motive, or pretence, of 
a deftructive war ". Under the faith of the 
Wtfuy of JYlargus , a free market was held on the 


Digitized by Google 


V 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 41 

northern fide of the Danube , which was protected 
by a Roman fortrefs, furnamed Conftantia. A 
troop of Barbarians violated the commercial fe- 
curity : killed, or difperfed , the unfufpetfling 

traders ; and levelled the fortrefs with the ground. 
The Huns juftified this outrage as an act of re- 
prifal ; alleged , that the bifliop of Margus had 
entered their territories, to difcover and Deal a 
fecret treafure of their kings; and fternly demanded 
the guilty prelate, the facrilegious fpoil, and the 
fugitive fubjects, who had efcaped from the juftice 
of Attila. The refufal of the Byzantine court was 
the fignal of war; and the Maefians at fit ft 
applauded the generous firmnefs of their fovereign. 
But they were foon intimidated by the deftruction 
of Vimjniacum and the adjacent towns; and the 
people was perfuaded to adopt the convenient 
maxim, that a private citizen, however innocent 
or refpe&able, may be juftly lacrificed to the 
fafcty of his country. The bifliop of Margus, 
who did not poflefs thefpiritof a martyr, refolved 
to prevent the defigns which he fufpedted. He 
boldly treated with the princes of the Huns; 
fecured , by folemn oaths, his pardon and reward; 
polled a numerous detachment of Barbarians , in 
filent ambnfh, on the banks of the Danube; and, 
at the appointed hour, opened, with his own 
hand, the gates of his cpiicopal city. This 
advantage, which had been obtained by treachery, 
ferved as a prelude to more honourable and decifive 
victories. The Illyrian frontier was covered by 
a line of caftles and fortreffes ; and though the 
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greateft part of them confifted only of a fingle 
tower, with a fmall garrifon , they were commonly 
fufficient to repel, or to intercept, the inroads of 
an enemy, who was ignorant of the art, and 
impatient of the delay , of a regular fiege. But 
thefe flight obftacles were inftantly fwept away 
by the inundation of the Huns 'They deltroyed, 
■with fire andfword, the populous cities of Sirmium 
and Singidunum, of Ratiaria and IVlarcianapolis , 
of Naiflus and Sardica; where every circumftance, 
in the difcipline of the people, and the conftrutftion 
of the buildings , had been gradually adapted to 
the foie purpofe of defence. The whole breadth 
of Europe, as it extends above five hundred 
miles from the Euxine to the Hadriatic, was at 
once invaded, and occupied, and defolated, by 
the myriads of Barbarians whom Attila led into 
the field. The public danger and diftrefs could 
not, however, provoke Theodofius to interrupt 
his amufements and devotion , or to appear in 
perfon at the head of the Roman legions. But 
the troops, which had been fent againfl Genferic , 
were haftily recalled from Sicily; the garrifons, 
on the fide of Perfia, were exhaufted; and a 
military force was collected in Europe, formid- 
able by their arms and numbers, if the generals 
liad underftood the fcience of command, and 
their foldicrs the duty of obedience. The armies 
of the Eaftcrn empire were vanquifhed in three 
fucceffive engagements, and the progrefs of 
Attila! may be traced by the fields of battle. 
The two former, on the bank? of the Utus, and 
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under the walls of Marcianapolis, were fought chap. 
in the extenfive plains between the Danube and xx>.iv. 
Mount Hxmus. As the Romans were preffed 
by a vijorious enemy, they gradually, and un- 
fkilfully, retired towards the Cherfonefus of 
Thrace; and that narrow peninfula, the laft ex- 
tremity of the land, was marked by their third, 
and irreparable, defeat. By the deftrudion of 
this army, Attila acquired the indifputable pof- 
fefiion of the field. From the Hellcfpont to 
Thermopylae, and the fubtirbs of Conftantinople, 
he ravaged, without refiftance, and without 
mercy, the provinces of Thrace and Macedonia. 

Heraclea and Hadrianople might, perhaps, ef- 
cape this dreadful irruption of the Huns; but 
the words, the mod exprellive of total extirpz- * 
tion and erafure, are applied to the calamities# 
which they inflided on feventy cities of the Eaftern 
empire 50 . Theodofius, his court, and the unwar- 
like people, were proteded by the walls of Con- 
ftantinople; but thofe walls had been (haken by a 
recent earthquake, and the fall of fifty - eight 
towers had opened a large and tremendous breach. 

The damage indeed was fpcedily repaired ; but 
this accident was aggravated by a fuperftitious 
fear, that Heaven itfelf had delivered the lmpe- 
'vial city to the fhepherds of Scythia, who Were 
itrangers to the laws, the language, and the reli- 
gion, of the Romans 11 . 

In all their invafions of the civilized empires The Scy- 
of the South, the Scythian fhepherds have been th ' an,t)t 
uniformly aduated by .a favage and deftrudive wars . * # 
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c h a p. fpirit. The laws of war, that reftrain the exer- 
xxxiv. cife of national rapine and murder , are founded on 
two principles of fubftantial intereft: the know- 
ledge of the permanent benefits which .may be 
obtained by a moderate life of conqueft; and a juft 
apprehenfion , left the defolation which we inflidl 
on the enemy’s country , may be retaliated on our 
own. But thcfe confiderations of hope and fear 
are almoft unknown in the paftoral ftate of nations. 
The Huns of- Attila may, without injuftice, be 
compared to the Moguls and Tartars, before their 
primitive manners were changed by religion and 
luxury; and the evidence of Oriental hiftory may 
reflect fome light on the fhort and imperfedt annals 
of Rome. After the Moguls had fubdued the 
« northern provinces of China , it was ferioufly 
^Dropofed , not in the hour of vitftory and paflion, 
but in calm deliberate council , to exterminate all 
the inhabitants of that populous country , that 
the vacant land might be converted to the pafture 
of cattle. The firmnefs of a Chinefe mandarin 11 , 
who infinuated fome principles of rational policy 
into the mind of Zingis, diverted him from the 
execution of this horrid delign. But in the cities 
of Afia, which yielded to the Moguls, the 
inhuman abufe of the rights of war was exercifed 
with a regular form of difeipline , which may, 
with equal rcafon , though not with equal authority , 
be imputed to the victorious Huns. The inhabitants, 
who had fubmitted to their diferetion , were 
ordered to evacuate their houfes , and to aftemble 
t in fome plain adjacent to the city ; where a. 
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divifion was made of the vanquilhed into three c 
parts. The iird clafs condded of the foldiers of 
the garrifon , and of the young men capable of 
bearing arms; and their fate was indantly decided : 
they were either inliffed among the Moguls , or 
they were malfacred on the fpot by the troops , 
who , with pointed fpears and bended bows , had 
formed a circle round the .captive multitude. The 
fecond clafs, compofed of the younjr and beautiful 
women, of the artificers of every rank and profef- 
fion , anti of the more wealthy or honourable 
citizens, from whom a private ranfom might be 
expected , was dillributed in equal or proportion- 
able lots. The remainder , whofe life or death 
was alike ufelefs. to the conquerors, were per- 
mitted to return to the city; which, in the mean 
while, had been dripped of its valuable furniture; 
and a tax was impofed on thofe wretched inha- 
bitants for the indulgence of breathing their na- 
tive air. Such was the behaviour of the Moguls, 
when they were notconfcious of any extraordinary 
rigour *\ But the mod cafual provocation, the 
flighted motive , of caprice or convenience , oft- 
en provoked them to involve a whole people in 
an indifcriminate maffacre : and the ruin of fome 
flourilhing cities was executed with fuch unrelent- 
ing perfeverance , that, according to their own 
expreffion, horfes might run, without dumbling, 
over the ground where they had once dood. 
The three great capitals of Khorafan , Maru , 
Neifabour , and Herat , were dedroyed by the 
armies of Zingis j and the exatd account, which 
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was taken of the flain , amounted to four millions 
three hundred and forty-feven thoufand perfons 
Timur, or Tamerlane, was educated in a Iefs 
barbarous age ; and in the profeffion of the Ma- 
hometan religion: yet, if Attila equalled the 

hoflile ravages of Tamerlane , cither the Tartar 
or the Hun might deferve the epithet of the 
Scoukge of God 

It may be affirmed , with bolder aflurance , that 
the Huns depopulated the provinces of the em- 
pire, by the number of Roman fubjedls whom 
they led away into captivity. In the hands of a 
wife legiflator, fuch an induftrious colony might 
have contributed to diffufe , through the deferts 
of Scythia , the rudiments of the ufeful and or- 
namental arts; but thefe captives, who had been, 
taken in war, were accidentally difperfed among 
the liords, that obeyed the empire, of Attila. 
The eftimate of their refpedive value was form- 
ed by the fimple judgment of unenlightened , 
and unprejudiced , Barbarians. Perhaps they 
might not underftand the merit of a theologian , 
profoundly fkilled in the controverfies of the 
Trinity and the Incarnation: yet they rcfpe&ed 
the minifters of every religion ; and the adtive 
zeal of the Chriftian miffionaries , without ap- 
proaching the perfon , or the palace , of the mo- 
narch, fuccefsfully laboured in the propagation 
of the gofpel 17 . The palloral tribes, who were 
ignorant of the diftindfion of landed property , 
muft have difregarded the ufe, as well as the 
abufe , of civil jurifprudencc ; and the /kill of 
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an eloquent lawyer could excite only their con- 
tempt, or their abhorrence **. The perpetual 
intercourfe of the Huns and the Goths had com- 
municated the familiar knowledge of the two 
national dialedts; and the Barbarians were ambi- 
tious of converfing in Latin , the military idiom, 
even of the Eaftern empire But they difdained 
the language, and the fciences , of the Greeks; 
and the vain fophift, Or grave philofopher, who 
had enjoyed the flattering applaufe, of the fchools , 
was mortified to find, that his robuft fervant was 
a captive of more value and importance than 
himfelf. The mechanic arts were encouraged*£nd 
efteemed , as they tended to fatisfy the wants of 
the Huns. An archited, in the fervice of One- 
gefius, one of the favourites of Attila, was em- 
ployed to conftrud a bath ; but this work was a 
rare example of private luxury; and the trades 
of the fmith , the carpenter, the armourer , were 
much more adapted to fupply a wandering people 
•with the ufeful inftruments of peace and war. 
But the merit of the phyfician was received with 
univerfal favour and refped; the Barbarians, 
who defpifed death, might be apprehenfive of 
difeafe; and the haughty conqueror trembled in 
the prefence of a captive , to whom he afcribed , 
perhaps, an imaginary power, of prolonging, or 
preferving his life ”. The Huns might be pro- 
voked to infult the mifery of their flaves , over 
whom they exercifed a defpotic command 
but their manners were not fufceptible of a refin- 
ed fyftem of oppreflion ; and the efforts of courage 
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o h a p. and diligence were often recompenfed by the gift 
xxXiv. of freedom. The hiftorian Prifcus , whole embaffy 
is a fource of curious inftrudion , was accofted t 
in the camp of Attila, by a ftranger, who fainted 
him in the Greek language, but whofe drefs and 
figure difplayed the appearance of a wealthy 
Scythian. In the fiege of Viminiacum , he had 
loft, according to his own account, his fortune 
> and liberty, he became the flave of Onegefius, 

but his faithful fervices, againft the Romans and 
the Acatzires, had gradually raifed him to the 
rank of the native Huns; to whom he was attached 
by the domeftic pledges of a new wife and fcveral 
children. The fpoils of war had reftored and 
improved his private property; he was admitted to 
the table of his former lord ; and the apoftate Greek 
blefled the hour of his captivity, fince it has been 
the introdudion to an happy and independent ftate; 
which he held by the honourable tenure of military 
fervice. This refledion naturally produced a difpute 
on the advantages , and defeds , of the Roman 
government, which was feverely arraigned by the 
apoftate , and defended by Prifcus in a prolix and 
feeble declamation. The freedman of Onegefius 
expofed, in true and lively colours, the vices of a 
declining empire, of which he had fo long been 
the vidim ; the cruel abfurdity of the Roman 
princes, unable to proted their fubjeds againft 
the public enemy, unwilling to truft them with 
arms for their own defence; the intolerable 
weight of taxes, rendered ftill more oppreffive by 
the intricate or arbitrary modes of colledion ; 

the 
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the obfcurity of numerous and contradictory laws ; 
the tedious and expenfive forms of judicial pro- 
ceedings ; the partial adminiftration of juftice ; 
and the uniVterfal corruption, which increafed the 
influence of the rich , and aggravated the mif- 
fortunes of the poor. A fentiment of patriotic 
fympathy was at length revived in the bread: of 
the fortunate exile; and he lamented, with a flood 
of tears , the guilt or weaknefs of thofe magif- 
trates , who had perverted the wifell and moft 
falutary inftitutions 

The timid , or felfilh ■, policy of the wcftern 
Romans had abandoned the Eaftern empire to the 
Huns The lofs of armies , and the want of 
difcipline , or virtue , were not fupplied by the 
perfonal character of the monarch. Theodofius 
might ftill affect the ftyle, as well as the title, of 
invincible Augujius pbut he was reduced to folicit 
the clemency df Attila, who imperioufly didated 
thefe harfh and humiliating conditions of peace. 
I. The emperor of the Eaft refigned , by an ex- 
prefs or tacit convention , an extenfive and im- 
portant territory j . which ftretched along the 
fouthern banks of the Danube, from Singidunum 
or Belgrade , as far as Novae , in the diocefe of 
Thrace. The breadth was defined by the vague 
computation of fifteen days journey; but, from 
the propofal of Attila, to remove the fituation of 
the national market , it foon appeared , that he 
comprehended the ruined city of Naiffus withiri 
the limits of his dominions. II. The king of the 
Huns required and obtained , that his tribute or 
Vol. VI. D 
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chap, fubfidy fliould be augmented from feven hundred 
xxxiv. pounds of gold to the annual fum of two thou- 
fand one hundred; and he ftipulated the imme- 
diate payment of fix thoufand pdunds of gold to 
defray the expences, or to expiate the guilt, of 
the war. One might imagine , that fuch a de- 
mand , [which fcarcely equalled the meafure of 
private wealth, would have been readily difcharg- 
ed by the opulent empire of the Eaft; and the 
public diftrefs affords a remarkable proof of the 
impoverilhed, or at leaft: of the diforderly> ftate 
of the finances. A large proportion of the taxes , 
extorted from the people , was detained and in- 
tercepted in their paffage , through the fouleft 
channels, to the treafury of Conftantinople. The 
revenue was diflipated by Theodofius , and his 
favourites, in wafteful and profufe luxury; which 
was difguifed by the names of Imperial magni- 
ficence , or Chriftian charity. The immediate 
fupplies had been exhaufted by the unforefeen 
neceflity of military preparations. A perfonal con- 
tribution , rigoroufiy , but capricioufly , impol- 
ed on the members of the fenatorian order, was 
.the only expedient that could difarm, without 
. 3ofs of time , the impatient avarice of Attila : 
and the poverty of the nobles compelled them 
to adopt the fcandalous refource of expofing to 
public audion the jewels of their wives, and the 
hereditary ornaments of their palaces ,4 . III. The 
king of the Huns appears to have eftablifhcd 
as a principle of national jurifprudence , that 
he could never lofe the property, which he had 
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once acquired , in the perfons , who had yielded 

either a voluntary, or reludant, fubmiffion to his 
authority. From this principle he concluded, and 
the conclufions of Attila were irrevocable laws , 
that the Huns, who had been taken prifoners in 
war , fhould be releafed without delay , and 
without ranfom ; that every Roman captive, who 
had prefumed to efcape, fhould purchafe his right 
to freedom at the price of twelve pieces of gold; 
and that all the Barbarians , who had deferted the 
ftandard of Attila, fhould be reftored , without 
any promife , or ftipulation , of pardon. In the 
execution of this cruel and ignominious treaty , 
the Imperial officers were forced to maflacre feveral 
loyal and noble deferters , who refufed to devote 
themfelves to certain death ; and the Romans 
forfeited all reafonable claims to the friendfhip of 
any Scythian people, by this public confeffion, 
that they were deftitute either of faith, or power, 
to proted the fuppliants , who had embraced the 
throne of Theodofius ,f . 

The firmnefs of a fingle town,- fo obfcilre , 
that, except on this occafion , it has never been 
mentioned by any hiftorian or geographer , ex- 
pofed the difgrace of the emperor and empire. 
Azimus , or Azimuntium , a fmall city of Thrace 
on the Illyrian borders ", had been diftinguifhed 
by the martial fpirit of its youth, the fkill and 
reputation of the leaders whom they had chofen , 
and their daring exploits againft the innumerable 
hoft of the Barbarians. Inftead of tamely expeding 
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hap. their approach , the Azimuntines attacked , in 
xxxiv. frequent and fuccefsful failles , the troops of 
the Huns, who gradually declined the dangerous 
neighbourhood; refcued from their hands the fpoil 
and the captives, and recruited their domeftic 
force by the voluntary aflbciation of fugitives 
and deferters. After the conclufion of the treaty, 
Attila ftlll menaced the empire with implacable 
war, •itnlefs the Azimuntines were perfuaded , or 
compelled , to comply with the conditions which 
their fovereign had accepted. The minifters of 
Theodofius confefTed with fhame, and with truth, 
that they no longer poflefled any authority over a 
fociety of men , who fo bravely aflerted their na- 
tural independence ; and the king of the Hun3 
condefcended to negociate an equal exchange 
with the citizens of Azimus. They demanded 
the reftitution of fome ffiepherds, who, with their 
cattle, had been accidentally furprifed. A ftrid, 
though fruitlefs inquiry , was allowed : but the 
Huns were obliged to fwear, that they did not 
detain any prifoners belonging to the city , before 
they could recover two furviving countrymen , 
whom the Azimuntines had referved as pledges 
for the fafety of their loft companions. Attila*, 
on his fide, was fatisfied, and deceived, by their 
folemn affeveration , that the reft of the captives 
bad been put to the fword ; and that it was their 
conftant pradice , ■ immediately to difmifs the 
Romans and the deferters , who had obtained the 
fecurity of the public faith. This prudent, and 
officious diflimulation may be condemned , or 
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excufed , by the cafuifts, as they incline to the 
rigid decree of St. Auguftin , or to the milder 
fentiment of St. Jerom and St. Chryfoftom : but 
every foldier, every ftatefman, muft acknowledge, 
that v if the race of the Azimuntines had been 
encouraged and multiplied , the Barbarians would 
have ceafed to trample on the majefty of the 
empire ,7 . 

It would have been ftrange, indeed, if Theodo- 
fius had purchaled, by the lofs of honour, a fecure 
and folid tranquillity; or if his tamenefs had not 
invited the repetition of injuries. The Byzantine 
court was infulted by five or fix fucceilive embaf- 
lies 41 ; and the minifters of Attila were uniformly 
inftru&ed to prefs the tardy or imperfedl execution 
of the laft treaty; to produce the names of fugi- 
tives and dqferters, who were Hill protected by 
the empire; and to declare, with feeming modera- 
tion, that unlefs their fovereign obtained complete 
and immediate fatisfaclion, it would be impolfible 
for him , were it even his wifh , to check the 
refentment of his warlike tribes. Befides the mo- 
tives of pride and intereft, which might prompt 
the king of the Huns to continue this ^ train of 
negociation, he was influenced by the lefs honour- 
able view of enriching his favourites at the expence 
of his enemies. The Imperial treafury was exhauft- 
ed, to procure the friendly offices of the ambaf- 
fadors , and their principal attendants , whofc 
favourable report might conduce to the mainte- 
nance of peace. The Barbarian monarch was flat- 
tered by the liberal reception of his minifters; lie 
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CHAP, computed with pleafure the value and fplendour 
&XXJV, of their gifts, rigoroufly exaded the performance 
of every promife, which would contribute to their 
private emolument; and treated as an important 
bufinefs of ftate, the marriage of his fecretary 
Conftantius J *. That Gallic adventurer, who was 
recommended by JEtius to the king of the Huns, 
had engaged his fervice to the minifters of Con- 
ftantinople, for the ftipulated reward of a wealthy 
and noble wife ; and the daughter of count Satur- 
ninus was chofen to difcharge the obligations of 
her country. The reludance of the vidim , fome 
domeftic troubles, and the unjuft confifcation of 
her fortune, cooled the ardour of her interefted 
lover; but he ftill demanded, in the name of 
Attila, an equivalent alliance; and, after many 
ambiguous delays and excufes , the Byzantine 
court was compelled to facrifice to this infolent 
ftranger the widow of Armatius , whofe birth , 
opulence , and beauty , placed her in the moft 
illuftrious rank of the Roman matrons. For thefe 
importunate and opprcflive embaffies , Attila 
claimed a fuitable return: he weighed, with 

fufpicious pride, the charader and ftation of the 
Imperial envoys; but he condefcended to promife, 
that he would advance as far as Sardica , to 
receive any minifters who had been inverted with 
the confular dignity. The council of Theodofius 
eluded this propofal, by reprefenting the dpfolate 
and ruined condition of Sardica; and even ventured 
to infinuafe, that every officer of the army or 
boufehold was qualified to treat with the moft 
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powerful princes of Scythia. Maximin 44 , a refpedl- 
able courtier, whofe abilities had been long exer- 
cifed in civil and military employments , accepted 
with reludance the troublefome , and, perhaps, 
dangerous commiflion , of reconciling the angry 
fpirit of the king of the Huns. His friend, the 
hiftorian Prifcus 41 , embraced the opportunity 
of obferving the Barbarian hero in the peaceful 
and domeftic fcenes of life: but the fecret of the 
embafly , a fatal and guilty fecret , was entrufted 
only to the interpreter Vigilius. The two laft 
ambafladors of the Huns, Oreftes, a noble fubjedl 
of the Pannonian province, and Edecon, a valiant 
chieftain of the tribe of the Scyrri, returned at 
the fame time from Conflantinople to the royal 
camp. Their obfcure names were afterwards 
illuftratcd by the extraordinary fortune and the 
contrail of their Cons: the two fervants of Attila 
became the fathers of the laft Roman emperor 
of the Weft, and of the firft Barbarian king of 
Italy. 

The ambafladors , who were followed by a 
numerous train of men and horfes, made their firft 
halt at Sardica , at the diftance of three hundred 
and fifty miles , or thirteen days journey , from 
Conftantinople. As the remains of Sardica were 
ftill included within the limits of the empire, it 
was incumbent on the Romans to exercife the 
duties of hofpitality. They provided, with the 
afliftance of the provincials, a fufficient number 
of fheep and oxen ; and invited the Huns to a 
fplcndid , or at leaft, a plentiful, fupper. But the 
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chap, harmony of the entertainment was foon difturbed 
Xxxiv, by mutual prejudice and indifcretion. The great- 
nefs of the emperor and the empire was warmly 
maintained by their minifters; the Huns, with equal 
ardour, aiferted the fuperiority of their vidlorious 
monarch: the difpute was inflamed by the rafh and 
unfeafonable flattery of Vigilius, who paflionately 
reje&ed the comparifon of a mere mortal with the 
divine Theodofius; and it was with extreme diffi- 
culty that Maximin and Prifcus were able to divert 
the converfation , or to foothe the angry minds of 
the Barbarians. When they rofe from table , the 
Imperial ambaflador'prefented Edecon and Oreftes 
with rich gifts of filk robes and Indian pearls, which 
they thankfully accepted. Yet Oreftes could not 
forbear infinuating, that he had not always been 
* treated with fuch refpedt and liberality : and the 
pffenfive diftintftion, which was implied, between 
his civil office and the hereditary rank of his 
colleague , feems to have made Edecon a doubtful 
friend, and Oreftes an irreconcileable enemy. After 
this entertainment, they travelled about one hun- 
dred miles from Sardica to Naiflus That flourifhing 
city, which had given birth to the great Conftan- „ 
tine, was levelled with the ground: the inhabitants 
« Were deftroyed , or difperfed ; and the appearance 
pf fome lick perfons , who were ftill permitted 
to exift among the ruins of the churches , ferved 
pnjy to increafe the horror of the profpedt. The 
' furface of the country was covered with the bones 
pf the flain; and the ambafTadors, who directed 
their couTe.to the north-weft, were obliged to pafs 
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the Hills of modern Servia , before they defcended 
into the flat and marfhy ground* , which are 
terminated by the Danube. 1 he Huns were matters 
of the great river: their navigation was performed 
in large canoes, hollowed out of the trunk of a 
Angle tree ; the minifters of Theodofius were fafely 
landed on the oppofite bank; and their Barbarian . 
aflbciates immediately haftened to the camp of 
Attila, which was equally prepared for the amufe- 
ments of hunting , or of war. No fooner had 
Maximin advanced about two miles from the 
Danube, than he began to experience the faftidious 
infolence of the conqueror. He was fternly forbid 
to pitch his tents in a pleafant valley, left he fhould 
infringe the diftant awe that was due to the royal 
manfion. The minifters of Attila prefTed him to 
communicate the bufinefs, and the inftrudtions, 
which he referved for the ear of their fovereign. 
When Maximin temperately urged the contrary 
pra&ice of nations , he was ftill more confounded 
to find, that the refolutions of the Sacred Confiftory, 
thofe fecrets ( fays Prifcus ) which fhould not be 
revealed to the gods themfelves , had been 
treacheroufly difclofed to the public enemy. On 
his refufal to comply with fuch ignominious terms, 
the Imperial envoy was commanded inftantly to 
depart : the order was recalled : it was again 

repeated ; and the Huns renewed their ineffectual 
attempts to fubdue the patient firmnefs of Maxi- 
min. At length, by the interceflion of Scotta, the 
brother of Onegefius, whofe friendfhip had been 
purchafed by a liberal gift, he was admitted to 


c ir \ Vi # 

XXXIV. 


Digitized by Google 



. CHAP. 
XXXIV. 


t 


58 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

the royal prefence; but, inftead of obtaining a 
decifive anfwer , he was compelled to undertake a 
remote journey towards the North , that Attifa 
might enjoy the proud fatisfadlion of receiving, 
in the fame camp, the ambaffadors of the Eaftern. 
and Weftern empires. His journey was regulated 
by the guides, who obliged him to halt, to haften 
his march . or to deviate from the common road, 
as it beft fuited the convenience of the King. The 
Romans who traverfed the plains of Hungary, 
fuppofe that they palled feveral navigable rivers, 
either in canoes or portable boats ; but there is 
reafon to fufpedt, that the winding ftream of the 
Teyfs, or Tibifcus, might prefent itfelf in different 
places, under different names. From the contiguous 
villages they received a plentiful and regular 
fupply of provifions; mead inftead of wine, millet 
in the place of bread, and a certain liquor named 
camus, which, according to the report of Prifcus, 
was diffil|ed from barley 45 . Such fare might appear 
coarfe and indelicate to men who had tailed the 
luxury of Conflantinoplc : but, in their accidental 
diflrefs, they were relieved by the gentlenefs and 
hofpitality of the fame Barbarians, fo terrible and fo 
mercilefs in war. The ambaffadors had encamped 
on the edge of a large morafs. A violent tempefl 
of wind and rain , of thunder and lightning, 
overturned their tents , immerfed their baggage 
and furniture in tire water, and fcattered their 
retinue, who wandered in the darknefs of the 
night, uncertain of their road, and apprehenfive 
of fome unknown danger , till they awakened by 
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their cries the inhabitants of a neighbouring 
village, the property of the widow of Bleda. A 
bright illumination , and , in a few moments , a 
comfortable fire of reeds, was kindled by their 
officious benevolence: the wants, and even the 
defires, of the Romans were liberally fatisfied ; 
and they feem to have been embarrafled by the 
fingular politenefs of Bleda’s widow, who added 
to her other favours the gift, or at lead the 
loan , of a fufficient number of beautiful and 
obfequious damfels. The funfhine of the fucceed- 
ing day was dedicated to repofe ; to colledb and 
dry the baggage, and to the refrefliment of the 
men and horfes > but, in the evening, before 
they purfued their journey , the ambafladors 
exprelTed their gratitude to the bounteous lady of 
the village , by a very acceptable prefent of 
filver cups, red fleeces, dried fruits, and Indian 
pepper. Soon after this adventure, they rejoined 
tjpe march of Attila, from whom* they had been 
feparated about fix days; and flowly proceeded 
to the capital of an empire , which did not 
contain,' in the fpace of feveral thoufand miles, 
a Angle city. ' . 

As far as . \Ve may afcertSin the vague and 
obfeure geography of Prifcus , this capital appears 
to have been -feated between the Danube , the 
Teyfs, and the Carpathian hills, in the plains of 
Upper Hungary, and molt probably in the neigh- 
bourhood of Jazbcrin , Agria, or Tokay * J . In 
its .origin it could be no more than an accidental 
camp, which, by the long and frequent refidence 
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chap. c f Attila , had infenfibly fwelled into a huge 
xxxiv. village, for the reception of his court, of the 
troops who followed his perfon , and of the 
various multitude of idle or induftrious Haves 
and retainers 4 \ The baths , conftrudted by 
Oncgefius , were the only edifice of ftone; the 
materials had been tranfported from Pannonia ; 
and fince the adjacent country was deftitute even 
of large timber, it may be prefumed, that the 
meaner habitations of the royal village confided 
of draw, of mud, or of canvafs. The wooden 
houfes of the more illudrions Huns, were built 
and adorned with rude magnificence , accord- 
ing to the rank , the fortune or the tade of 
the proprietors. They feem to have been didri- 
buted with fome degree of order and fymmetry ; 
and each fpot became more honourable , as it 
approached the perfon of the fovereign. The 
palace of Attila , which furpaffed all other 
houfes in his (dominions, was built entirely of 
• wood , and covered an ample fpace of ground. 
The outward enclofure was a lofty wall , or 
. pallifade , of fmooth fquare timber , interfered 
with high towers , but intended rather for 
ornament than defence. This wall, which feems 
to have encircled the declivity of a hill, conv 
prehended a great variety of tvpoden edifices, 
adapted to the ufes of royalty. A feparate houfe 
was adigned to each of the numerous wives of 
Attila; and, inflead of the rigid and illiberal 
confinement impofed by Afiatic jealoufy, they 
politely admitted the Roman ambafladois to tkeir 
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prefence , their table , and even to the freedom 
of an innocent embrace. When Maximin offered 
his prefents to Cerca , the principal queen , he 
admired the fingular archite&ure of her manfion , 
the height of the round columns , the fize and 
beauty of the wood, which was curioufly fhaped 
or turned , or polifhed , or carved ; and his' 
attentive eye was able to difeover fome tafte 
in the ornaments, and fome regularity in the 
proportions. After palling through the guards, 
'who watched before the gate , the ambaffadors 
were introduced into the private apartment of 
Cerca. The wife of Attila received their vifit 
fitting, or rather lying, on a foft couch; the 
floor' was covered with a carpet ; the domeftics 
formed a circle round the queen ; and her dam- 
fels , feated on the ground , were employed in 
working the variegated embroidery which adorn- 
ed the drefs of the Barbaric warriors. The Huns 
were ambitious of difplaying thofe riches which 
were the fruit and evidence of their victories : 
the trappings of their horfes, their fwords, and 
even their fhoes , were ftudded with gold and 
precious ftones ; and their tables were profufely 
fpread with plates , and goblets , and vafes of 
gold and filver , which had been falhioned by 
the labour of Grecian artifts. The monarch alone 
aflumed the fuperior pride of ftill adhering to 
the fimplicity of his Scythian anceftors 4 ’. The 
drefs of Attila, his arms, and the furniture of 
his horfe, were plain, without ornament, and 
of a fingle colour. The royal table was ferved 
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in wooden cups and platters; flefh was his only 
food ; and the conqueror of the North never 
tafted the luxury of bread. 

When Attila firft gave audience to the Roman 
ambaffadors on the banks of the Danube , his 
tent was encompaffed with a formidable guard. 
The monarch himfelf was feated in a wooden 
chair. His ftern countenance, angry geftures, and 
impatient tone , aftonifhed the firmnefs of Max- 
imin; but Vigilius had more reafon to tremble 
fince he diftin&ly underftood the menace, that if 
Attila did not refped the law of nations , he 
would nail the deceitful interpreter to a crofs , and 
leave his body to the vultures. The Barbarian 
condefcended , by producing an accurate lift, to 
expofe the bold falfehood of Vigilius , who had 
affirmed that no more than feventeen deferters 
could be found. But he arrogantly declared, that 
he apprehended only the difgrace of contending 
with his fugitive flaves; fince he defpifed their 
impotent efforts to defend the provinces which 
Theodofius had entrufted to their arms. K For 
« what fortrefs ” (added Attila), “ what city, 
“ in the wide extent of the Roman empire , can 
“ hope to exift, fecure and impregnable, if it is 
« our pleafure that it fhould be erazed from the 
“ earth ? ” He difmified , however , the inter- 
preter, who returned to Conftantinople with his 
peremptory demand of more complete reftitution , 
and a more fplendid embaffy. His anger gra- 
dually - fubfided , and his domeftic fatisfadion , in 
a marriage \Yhich he celebrated on the road ryith 
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the daughter of Eflam , might perhaps contribute 
to mollify the native fiercenefs of his temper. 
The entrance of Attila into the royal village, 
was marked by a very lingular ceremony. A 
numerous troop of women came out to meet their 
hero , and their king. They marched before him, 
diftributed into long and regular files : the inter- 
vals between the files were filled by white veils 
of thin linen, which the women on either fide 
bore aloft in their hands , and which formed a 
canopy for a chorus of young virgins , who 
chanted hymns and fongs in the Scythian lan- 
guage. The wife of his favourite Onegefius, with 
a train of female attendants, faluted Attila at 
the door of her own houfe , on his way to the 
palace ; and offered , according to the cuftom of 
the country, her refpectful homage, by intreating 
him to tafte the wine and meat , which Ihe had 
prepared for his reception. As foon as the monarch 
had gracioufly accepted her hofpitable gift, his 
domeftics lifted a fmall filver table to a convenient 
height , as he fat on horfeback ; and Attila, 
when he had touched the goblet with his lips 
again faluted the wife of Onegefius, and con- 
tinued his march. During his refidence at the 
feat of empire, his hours were not wafted in the 
reclufe idlenefs of a feraglio; and the king of the 
Huns could maintain his fuperior dignity, without 
concealing his perfon from the public view. He 
frequently affcmbled his council, and gave audi- 
ence to the ambaffadors of the nations; and his 
people might appeal to the fupreme tribunal. 
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chap, which he held at dated times, and, according 
xxxiv. to the eaftern cuftom , before the principal gate 
of his wooden palace. The Romans , both of 
the Eaft and of the Weft, were twice invited 
to the banquets, where Attila leaded with the 
/ The royal princes and nobles of Scythia. Maximin and 
feaft. },; s colleagues were flopped on the threlhold, till 
they had made a devout libation to the health 
and profperity of the king of the Huns; and 
were conducted , after this ceremony, to their 
refpedtive feats in a fpacious hall. The royal table 
and couch, covered with carpets and fine linen, 
was railed by feveral fteps in the mid ft of the 
hall ; and a fon , ail uncle , or perhaps a favourite 
king , were admitted to fhare the fimple and 
homely rcpaft of Attila. Two lines of fmall tables, 
each of which contained three or four guefts » 
were ranged in order on either hand ; the right 
was efteemed the moft honourable , but the 
Romans ingenuoufly confefs , that they were 
placed on the left, and that Beric, an unknown 
chieftain , moft probably of the Gothic race, pre- 
ceded the reprefentatives of Theodofius and Valeu- 
. tinian. The Barbarian monarch received from 
his cup-bearer a goblet filled with wine, and 
courteoufly drank to the health of the moft 
diftinguiflied gueft; who rQfe from his feat, and 
expreffed , in the fame manner , his loyal and 
refpedtful vows. This ceremony was fuccellively 
performed for all, or at lcaft for the illuftrious- 
perfons of the affembly; and a confiderable time 
mull have been confumed , ftnee it was thrice 

repeated , 
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repeated , as each courfe of fervice was placed on c H A P. 
the table. But the wine Hill remained after the xxxiv. 
meat had been removed ; and the Huns . conti- 
nued to indulge their intemperance long after the 
fober and decent ambafladors of the two empires 
had withdrawn themfelves from the nocturnal 
banquet. Yet before they retired , they enjoyed 
a fingular opportunity of obferving the manners 
of the nation in their convivial amufements. Two 
Scythians flood before the couch of Attila, and 
recited the verfes which they had compofed, to 
celebrate his valour and his victories. A pro- 
found filence prevailed in the hall ; and the at- 
tention of the guefls was captivated by the vocal 
harmony, which revived and perpetuated the 
memory of their own exploits : a martial ardour 
flafhed from the eyes of the warriors , who were 
impatient for battle; and the tears of the old 
men exprelfed their generous defpair , that they 
could no longer partake the danger and glory of 
the field This entertainment, which might be 
confidered as a fchool of military virtue , was 
fucceeded by a farce, that debafed the dignity of 
human nature. A Moorifh and a Scythian buffoon 
fucceflively excited the mirth of the rude fpec- 
tators , by their deformed figure , ridiculous drefs, 
antic geflures, abfurd fpeeches, and the flrange 
unintelligible confufion of the Latin , the Gothic, 
and the Hunnic languages ; and the hall refound- 
ed with loud and licentious peals of laughter. 

In the midfl of this intemperate riot , Attila alone, 

■without a change of countenance , maintained his 
Vol. VI. , • E 
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chap, fteadfaft and inflexible gravity ; which was never 
xxxiv. relaxed, except on the entrance of Irnac, the 
youngeft of his fons: he embraced the boy with 
a fmile of paternal' tendernefs , gently pinched 
him by the cheek , and betrayed a partial affec- 
tion , which was juftified by the aflurance of his 
prophets , that Irnac would be the future fupport 
of his family and empire. Two days afterwards, 
the ambaffadors received a fecond invitation ; and 
they had reafon to praife the politenefs, as well as 
the hofpitality , of Attila. The king of the Huns 
held a long and familiar converfation with Majci- 
inin; but his civility was interrupted by rude 
expreflions , and haughty reproaches ; and he was 
provoked , by a motive of intereft , to fupport 
with unbecomirtg zeal , the private claims of his 
fecretary Conllantius. “ The emperor ” ( faid 

Attila ) “ has long promifed him a rich wife : 
“ Conftantius muff not be difappointed ; nor 
“ fhould a Roman emperor deferve the name of 
“ liar. ’’ On the third day , the ambalfadors 
were difmiffed ; the freedom of feveral captives 
was granted for a moderate ranfom , to their 
prefling entreaties ; and , befides the royal prefents, 
they were permitted to accept from each of the 
Scythian nobles , the honourable and ufeful gift of 
a horfe. IVlaximin returned, by the fame road, 
i to Conftantinople; and though he was involved 
in an accidental difpute with Beric , the new 
ambaffador of Attila, he flattered himfelf that he 
had contributed, by the laborious journey to con- 
firm the peace and alliance of the two nations 47 . 
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But the Roman ambaftador was ignorant of the c 
treacherous defign , which had been concealed un- 
der the malic of the public faith. The furprife and 
fatisfa&ion of Edecon , when he contemplated the 
fplendour of Conllantinople , had encouraged the 
interpreter Vigilius to procure for him a fecret 
interview with the eunuch Chryfaphius " , who 
governed the emperor and the empire. After 
' l'ome previous converfation , and a mutual oath 
of fecrecv, the eunuch , who had not , from his 
own feelings or experience , imbibed any exalted 
notions of minifterial virtue, ventured to propofe 
the death of Attila, as an important fervice , by 
which Edecon might deferve a liberal lhare of the 
wealth and luxury which he admired. The 
ambaffador of the Huns liftened to the tempting 
offer ; and profeffed , with apparent zeal , his abi- 
lity , as well as readinefs , to execute the bloody 
deed: the defign was communicated to the maf- 
ter of the offices, and the devout Theodofius. 
confented to the affafli nation of his invincible 
enemy. But this perfidious confpiracy was de- 
feated by the dilfi mutation, or the repentance, of 
Edecon; 1 and, though he might exaggerate his 
inward abhorrence for the treafon , which he 
feemed to approve, he dexteroufly affumed the 
merit of an early and voluntary confellion. If 
| we nou> review the embaffy of Maximin , and the 
1 behaviour of Attila , we muft applaud the Bar- 
1 barian , who refpe&ed the laws of hofpitality , and 
1 generoufly entertained and difiniffed the minifter 
of a prince , who had confpired againft his life. 

F. 2 
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But the rafhnefs of Vigilius will appear ftill more 
extraordinary, fince he returned, confcious of his 
guilt and danger, to the royal camp; accom- 
panied by his fon , and carrying with him a 
weighty purfe of gold , which the favourite eu- 
nuch had furnifhed , to fatisfy the demands of 
Edecon , and to corrupt the fidelity of the guards. 
The interpreter was inftantly feized , and dragged 
before the tribunal of Attila, where he aflerted' 
his innocence with fpecious firmnefs , till the 
threat of infliding inftant death on his fon , ex- 
torted from him a fincere difcovery of the crimi- 
nal tranfadion. Under the name of ranfom or 
confifcation , the rapacious king of the Huns 
accepted two hundred pounds of gold for the life, 
of a traitor , whom he difdained to punifh. He 
pointed his juft indignation againft a nobler ob- 
jed. His ambafladors Efiaw and Oreftes were 
immediately difpatched to Conftantinople, with a 
peremptory inftrudion , which it was much fafer 
for them to execute than to difobey. They boldly 
entered the Imperial prefence, with the fatal purfe 
hanging down from the neck of Oreftes ; who 
interrogated the eunuch Chryfapbius, as he flood 
befide the throne, whether he recognifed the evi- 
dence of his guilt. But the office of reproof was 
referved for the fuperior dignity of his colleague 
Efiaw, who gravely addreffed the Fmperor of the 
Eaft in the following words : “ Theodofiu.s is the 
« fon of an illuftrious and refpedable parent: 
« £ At'ila likewife is defcended from a noble race; 
« and he has fupported, by his actions, the 


■ Digitized by Google 


\ 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 69 

“ dignity which he inherited from his father Mund- 
« znk. But Theodofius has forfeited his pater- 
“ nal honours, and, by contenting to pay tribute, 
“ has degraded himfelf to the condition of a 
(C flave. It is therefore juft , that he fhouid rever- 
“ ence the man whom fortune and merit have 
0 placed above him; inftead of attempting, like 
<c a wicked (lave, clandeftinely to confpire againft 
“ his mafter. ” The fon of Arcadius , who was 
accuftomed only to the voice of flattery , heard 
with aftonifhraent the fevere language of truth : 
he blufhed and trembled ; nor did he prefume 
diredfly to refufe the head of Chryfaphius, which 
Eflaw and Oreftes were inftrutfted to demand. 
A folemn embafly, armed with full powers and 
magnificent gifts , was haftily fent to deprecate 
the wrath of Attila ; and his pride was gratified 
by the choice of Nomius and Anatolius , two 
minifters of confular or patrician rank , of whom 
the one was great treafurer, and the other was 
mafter - general of the armies of the Eaft. He 
condefcended to meet thefe ambalfadors on the 
banks of the river Drenco ; and though he at firft 
affe&ed a ftern and haughty demeanour , his anger 
was infenfibty mollified by their eloquence and 
liberality. He condefcended to pardon the cm* 
peror, the eunuch, and the interpreter; bound 
himfelf by an oath to obferve the conditions of 
peace ; releafed a great number of captives ; 
abandoned the fugitives and deferters to their 
fate ; and refigned a large territory to the fouth 
of the Danube , which he had already exhaufted 
• -c. ? 
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of its wealth and inhabitants. But this treaty 
was purchafed at an expence which might have 
fupported a vigorous and fuccefsful war; and the 
fubjedts of Theodnfius were compelled to redeem 
the fafety of a worthlefs favourite by oppreflive 
taxes, which they would more cheerfully have 
paid for his deffrudlion 

The emperor Theodofius did not long furvive 
the moft humiliating circumftance of an inglo- 
rious life. As he was riding, or hunting, in the 
neighbourhood of Conftantinople, he was thrown 
from his horfe into the river Lycus: the fpine of 
the back was injured by the fall ; and he expired 
fome days afterwards, in the fiftieth year of his 
age, and the forty -third of his reign 50 . His 
filler Pulcheria, whofe authority had been con- 
troled both in civil and ecclefiallical affairs by 
the pernicious influence of the eunuchs, was una- 
nimoufly proclaimed Emprefs of the Eaft; and 
the Romans, for the firffc time, fubmitted to a 
female reign. No fooner had Pulcheria afeended 
the throne, than fhe indulged her own, and the 
public refentment , by an adl of popular juftice. 
Without any legal trial , the eunuch Chryfaphius 
was executed before the gates of the city; and 
the immenfe riches which had been accumulated 
by the rapacious favourite , ferved only to haften 
and to juftify his punifhment ". Amidft the 
general acclamations of the clergy and people, 
the emprefs did not forget the prejudice and dif. 
advantage to which her fex wrfs expofed ; and fhe 
wifely refolved to prevent their murmurs by the 
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choice of a colleague , who would always refpedl 
the fuperior rank and virgin chaftity of his wife. 
She gave her hand to Marcian, a fenator, about 
fixty years of age, and the nominal hufband of 
Pulcheria was folemnly inverted with the Imperial 
purple. The zeal which he difplayed for the or- 
thodox creed, as it was eftabliflied by the council 
of Chalcedon , would alone have infpired the 
grateful eloquence of the Catholics. But the 
behaviour of Marcian in a private life , and after- 
wards on the throne, may fupport a more ration- 
al belief, that he was qualified to reftore and 
invigorate an empire , which had been almoft 
diffolved by the fuccertive weaknefs of two here- 
ditary monarchs. He was born in Thrace , and 
educated to the profeflion of arms; but Marcian’s 
youth had been fevereiy exercifed by poverty and 
mi'-fortune, fince his only refource , when he firft 
arrived at Conftantinople , confided in two hundred 
pieces of gold, which he had borrowed of a friend. 
He parted nineteen years in the domeftic and 
military fervice of Afpar, and his fon Ardaburius; 
followed thofe powerful generals to the Perfian 
and African wars; and obtained, by their influence, 
- the honourable rank of tribune and fenator. His 
mild difpofition , and ufeful talents , without 
alarming the jealoufy, recommended Marcian to 
the efteem and favour, of his patrons: he had 
feen , perhaps he had felt , the abufes of a venal 
and oppreflive adminiftration ; and his own exam- 
ple gave weight and energy to the laws , which he 
promulgated for the reformation of manners '* . 
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CHAP. XXXV. 

■ » 

Invajion of Gaul by Attila. — He is repulfed by JEtius 
and the Vifigotbs. — Attila invades and evacuates 
Italy. — The Decabs of Attila , JEtiiis , and Vultn- 
tinian the Third. 

c h a p. It was the opinion of Marcian , that war fhoulcf 
xxxv. be avoided , as long as it is poflible to preferve 
Atuia a fe CUre a nd honourable peace ; but it was 
both cm. likewife his opinion , that peace cannot be ho- 
pires, and nourable or fecure , if the fovereign betrays a 
Invade 6 S l ° pufillanimous averfion to war. This temperate 
Gaul, courage dictated his reply to the demands of At- 

a. D- 450. t jj a ^ w [j 0 infolently preffed the payment of the 
annual tribute. The emperor Signified to the 
Barbarians, that they muff no longer infult the 
majefty of Rome . by the mention of a tribute ; 
that he was difpofed to reward , with becoming 
liberality, thefaithful friendship of his allies; but 
that, if they prefumed to violate the public peace, 
they jfhould feet that he pofleflcd troops , and 
arms , and refolution , to repel their attacks. The 
fame language , even in the camp of the Huns , 
was ufed by his ambaffador Apollonius, whofe 
bold refufal to deliver the prefents , till he had 
been admitted to a perfonal interview, difplayed 
a fenfe of dignity, and a contempt of danger, 
which Attila was not prepared to expedt from the 
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degenerate Romans He threatened to chaflife 
the rafh fucceflor of Theodofius; but he hefitated, 
■whether he fhould firft direct his invincible arms 
againft the Eaftern or the Weftern empire. While 
mankind awaited his decifion with awful fufpenfe, 
lie fent an equal defiance to the courts of Ra- 
venna and Conftantinople ; and his minifters 
fainted the two emperors with the fame haughty 
declaration. “ Attila, my lord, and thy lord« 
** commands thee to provide a palace for his 
“ immediate reception 1 . ” But as the Barbarian 
defpifed, or affetfted to defpife, the Romans of 
the Eaft , whom he had fo often vanquilhed , he 
foon declared his refolution of fufpending the 
cafy conqucft , till he had atchieved a more glo- 
rious and important enterprife. In the memo- 
rable invafions of Gaul and Italy, the Huns were 
naturally attracted by the "wealth and fertility of 
thofe provinces ; but the particular motives and 
provocations of Attila, can only be explained by 
the Bate of the Weftern empire under the reign 
of Valentinian, or, to fpeak more correctly, un- 
der the adminiftration of iEtius’. 

After the death of his rival Boniface , iEtius 
had prudently retired to the tents of the Huns; 
and he was indebted to their alliance for his fafety 
and his reftoration. Inftead of the fuppliant lan- 
guage of a guilty exile , he folicited his pardon 
at the head of fixty thnufand Barbarians; and the 
emprcfs Placidia confdfed, by a feeble refiftance, 
that the condefcenfion , which might have been 
afcribed to clemency , was the effedl of weaknefs 
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chap, or fear. She delivered herfelf, her fon Valentinian, 
xxxv. and the Weftern empire, into the hands of an 
infolent fubjcdt; nor could Placidia protect the 
fon -in -law of Boniface, the virtuous and faithful 
Sebaftian * , from the implacable perfecution , 
which urged him from one kingdom to another, 
till he miferably perilhed in the fervice of the 
Vandals. The fortunate jEtius , who was im- 
mediately promoted to the rank of Patrician, and 
thrice inverted with the honours of the confulfhip # 
artumed , with the title of mafter of the cavalry 
and infantry, the whole military , power of the 
Bate; and he is fometimes ftyled , by contempo- 
rary writers, the Duke, or General, of the Ro- 
mans of the Weft, His prudence , rather than 
his virtue , engaged him to leave the grandfon of 
Theodofius in the pofTellion of the purple ; and 
Valentinian was permitted to enjoy the peace and 
luxury of Italy , while the patrician appeared -in 
the glorious light of a hero and a patriot , who 
fupported near twenty years the ruins of the 
Weftern empire. The Gothic hiftorian inge- 
nuoufty confeffes, that JEtius was bom for the 
falvation of the Roman republic 5 ; and the fol- 
lowing portrait , though it is drawn in the faireft 
colours, muft be allowed to contain a much larger 
proportion of truth than of flattery. u His mo- 
“ tlier was a wealthy and noble Italian , and his 
“ father Gaudentius, who held a diftinguilhed 
£t rank in the province of Scythia, gradually rofe 
“ from the ftation of a military domrJHc, to the 
“ dignity of mafter of the cavalry. Their fon , 
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“ who was enrolled almefl: in his infancy in the c H a e. 
“ guards, was given as anhoftage, firfb to Alaric, xxxv. 
“ and afterwards to the Huns ; and he fuccef- 
<c fively obtained the civil and military honours 
“ of the palace , for which he was equally qua- 
£C lifted by ftiperior merit The graceful figure ' 

“ of iEtius was not above the middle ftature; 

“ but his manly limbs were admirably formed 
“ for ftrength , beauty , and agility ; and he ex- 
<c celled in the martial exercifes of managing a 
K horfe, drawing the bow, and darting the jave- 
<c lin. He could patiently endure the want of 
<c food or of fleep; and his mind and body were 
<c alike capable of the mod laborious efforts. 

“ He pofl'effed the genuine courage , that can 
<c defpife not only dangers but injuries; and it 
tc was impolfible either to corrupt , or deceive, 

“ or intimidate, .the firm integrity of his foul *. ” ; 

The Barbarians , who had feated themfelves in 
the Weftern provinces, were infenfibly taught to 
refpedl the faith and valour of the patrician /Eti us. 

He foothed their pallions , confulted their pre- 
judices , balanced their interefts , and checked 
their ambition. A feafonablc treaty, which he 
concluded with Genferic , protedled Italy from the 
depredations of the Vandals; the independent 
Britons implored and acknowledged his falutary 
aid ; the Imperial authority was reflored and 
maintained in Gaul and Spain; and he compelled 
the Franks and the Suevi , whom he had van- 
quifhed in the field , to become the ufeful con- 
federates of the republic. 
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chap From a piinciple of intereft, as well as grati- 
xvxv. tude , TEtius affiduoufiy cultivated the alliance of 
His con- the Huns. While he refided in their tents as an 
with the hoftage, or an exile, he had familiarly converfed 
liuns and with Attila himfelf, the nephew of his benefadtor; 
Alani ' and the two famous antagonifls appear to have 
been connected by a perfonal and military friend- 
fhip, which they afterwards confirmed by mutual 
gifts , frequent embaflies, and the education of 
Carpilio, the fon of ^Etius, in the camp of At- 
tila. By "the fpecious profefifions of gratitude 
and voluntary attachment , the patrician might 
difguife his apprehenfions of the Scythian con- 
queror, who preded the two empires with his 
innumerable armies. His demands were obeyed 
or eluded. Whyi he claimed the fpoils of a van- 
quished city, fome vafes of gold, which had been 
fraudulently embezzled ; the civil and military 
governors of Noricum were immediately difpatch- 
ed to fatisfy his complaints 7 : and it is evident, 
from their converfation with Maximin and Prif- 
cus , in the royal village , that the valour and 
prudence of JEtius had not faved the Weftern 
Romans from the common ignominy of tribute. 
Yet his dexterous policy prolonged the advan- 
tages of a falutary peace; and a numerous army 
of Huns and Alani, whom he had attached to his 
perfon, was employed in the defence of Gaul. 
r \ wo colonies of thefe Barbarians were judicioufly 
fixed in the territories of Valens and Orleans*: 

' and their adtive cavalry fccured the important 
paflages of the Rhone and of the Loire. Thefe 
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favage allies were not indeed lefs formidable to 
the fubjedts than to the enemies of Rome. Their 
original fettlement was enforced with the licen- 
tious violence of conqueft; and the province 
through which they marched , was expofed to all 
the calamities of an hoffile invafion*. Strangers 
to the emperor or the republic, the Alani of Gaul 
were devoted to the ambition of jEtius ; and 
though' he might fufpedt , that , in a conteft with 
Attila himfelf, they would revolt to the ftandard 
of their national king , the patrician laboured to 
reftrain , rather than to excite , their zeal and 
refentment againft the Goths, the Burgundians, 
and the Franks. 

The kingdom eftablilhed by the Vifigoths in 
the fouthern provinces of Gaul , had gradually 
acquired flrength and maturity; and the condudt 
of thofe ambitious Barbarians, either in peace or 
war, engaged the perpetual vigilance of iEtius. 
After the death of Wallia , the Gothic fceptre 
devolved to Theodoric , the fon of the great 
Alaric “ ; and his profperous reign, of more 
than thirty years, over a turbulent people, may 
be allowed to prove , that his prudence was fup- 
ported by uncommon vigour , both of mind and 
body. Impatient of his narrow limits, Theodoric 
afpired to the pofleflion of Arles, the wealthy feat 
of government and commerce; but the city was 
faved by the timely approach of TEtius ; and the 
Gothic king, who had raifed the fiege with fome 
lofs and difgrace , was perfuaded, for an adequate 
fubfidy , to divert the martial valour of his 
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fubjects in a Spanifh war. Yet Theodoric ftill 
watched , and eagerly feized , the favourable mo- 
ment of renewing his holtile attempts. The Goths 
befieged Narbonne, while the Belgic provinces 
were invaded by the Burgundians ; and the pub- 
lic fafety was threatened on every fide by the 
apparent union of the enemies of Rome. On 
every fide , the adtivity of iEtius , and his Scy- 
thian cavalry, oppofed a firm and fuccefsful re- 
fiftance. Twenty thoufand Burgundians were 
{lain in battle ; and the remains of the nation 
humbly accepted a dependent feat in the moun- 
tains of Savoy'*. The walls of Narbonne ,had 
been fliaken by the battering engines, and the 
inhabitants had endured the lafh extremities of 
famine , when count Litorius, approaching in 
filence , and directing each horfeman to carry 
behind him two facks of flour, cut his way through 
the intrenchments of the befiegers. The fiege 
was immediately railed ; and the more decifive 
vidtory, which is aferibed to the perfonal condudl: 
of JEtius himfelf, was marked with the blood of 
eight thoufand Goths. But in the abfcace of the 
patrician, who was haftily fummoned to Italy by 
fome public or private intereft , count Litorius 
fucceeded to the command; and his prefumption 
foon difeovered , that far different talents are re- 
quired to lead a wing of cavalry, or to diredt the 
operations of an important war. At the head 
of an army of Huns, he raflily advanced to the 
gates of Thouloufe , full of carelefs contempt for 
an enemy, whom his misfortunes had rendered 
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l prudent, and his fituation made defperate. The 
predictions of the Augurs had infpired Litorius 
with the profane confidence, that he fliould enter 
the Gothic capital in triumph ; and the trull 
which he repofed in his Pagan allies , encouraged 
him to rejedt the fair conditions of peace , which 
were repeatedly propofed by the bilhops in the 
name of Theodoric. The king of the Goths e^ 
hibited in his diftrefs the edifying contrail or 
Chriftian piety and moderation; nor did he lay 
afide his fackcloth and allies till he was prepared 
to arm for the combat. His foldiers, animated 
with martial and religious enthufiafm , afiaulted 
the camp of Litorius. The conflict was obllinate; 
the flaughter was mutual. The Roman general , 
after a total defeat, which could be imputed only 
to his unlkilful ralhnefs, was actually led through 
the llreets of Thouloufe, not in his own, but in a 
hollile, triumph; an^the mifery which hre expe- 
rienced, in a long and ignominious captivity, 
excited the companion of the Barbarians thera- 
felves **. Such a lofs, in a country whofe fpirit 
and finances were long fince exhaufted , could not 
eafily be repaired; and the Goths, alTuming , in 
their turn, the fentiments of ambition and re- 
venge, would have planted their victorious Itand- 
ards on the banks of the Rhone, if the prefence 
of rEtius had not reltored llrength and difcipline 
tfl the Romans The two armies expeCted the 
fignal of a decifive action; but the generals, who 
were confcious of each other’s force and doubt- 
ful of their own fuperiority, prudently Iheathed 
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chap, their fwords in the field of battle; and their re- 
xxxv. conciliation was permanent and fincere. Theo- 
doric, king of the Vifigoths, appears to have 
deferved the love of his fubjeds, the confidence 
of his allies , and the efteem of mankind. His 
throne was furrotinded by fix valiant fons , who 
were educated with equal care in the exercifes of 
^ie Barbarian camp, and in thofe of the Gallic 
imhools: from the ftudy of the I^'cman jurifpru- 
dence, they acquired the theory, at lead, of law 
and juftice; and the harmonious fenfe of Virgil 
contributed to foften the afperity of their native 
manners ,+ . The two daughters of the Gothic 
king were given in marriage to the eldefl fons of 
the kings of the Suevi and of the Vandals , who 
reigned in Spain and Africa^ but thefe illuftri- 
ous alliances were pregnant with guilt and dif- 
cord. The queen of the Suevi bewailed the death 
of an Ifulbarid, inhumanly mdfacred by her bro- 
ther. The princefs of the Vandals was the vic- 
tim of a jealous tyrant , whom Ihe called her fa- 
ther. The cruel Genferic fufpeded , that his 
fon’s wife had confpired to poifon him ; the fup- 
pofed crime was punilhed by the amputation of 
her nofe and ears ; and the unhappy daughter of 
Theodoric was ignominioufiy returned to the 
court of Thouloufe in that deformed and muti- 
lated condition. This horrid ad, which mud 
fcem incredible to a civilized age, drew tears from 
every fpedator; but Theodoric was urged, by 
the feelings of a parent and king, to revenge 
inch irreparable injuries. The Imperial miniftcrs, 
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who always cherifhed the difcord of the Barba- 
rians, would have fupplied the Goths with arms, 
and fliips, and treafures, for the African war ; and 
the cruelty of Genferic might have been fatal to 
himfelf , if the artful Vandal had not armed , in 
his caufe , the formidable power of the Huns. 
His rich gifts and prefling folicitations inflamed 
the ambition of Attila; and the deflgns of /Etius 
and Theodoric were prevented by the invafion 
of Gaul “. 

The Franks, whofe monarchy was ftill confin- 
ed to the neighbourhood of the Lower Rhine, 
had wifely eftablifhed the right of hereditary fuc- 
ceflion in the noble family of. the Merovingians “. 
Thefe princes were elevated on a, buckler , the 
fymbol of military command 17 ; and the royal 
fafhion of long hair was the enfign of their birth 
and dignity. Their flaxen locks , which they 
combed and drefled with Angular care , hung 
down in flowing ringlets on their back and fhoul- 
ders; while the reft of their nation were obliged, 
either by law or cuftom, to fhave the hinder part 
of their head ; to comb their hair over the fore- 
head, and to content themfelves with the orna- 
ment of two fmall whifkers ". The lofty ftature 
of the Franks, and their blue eyes, denoted a 
Germanic origin ; their clofe apparel accurately 
exprefied the figure of their limbs; a weighty 
fword was fufpended from a broad belt ; their 
bodies were protected by a large fliield; and thefe 
warlike Barbarians were trained , from their ear- 
lieft youth , to run , to leap , to fvyim ; to dart the 
Vol. VI. F 
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javelin, or battle-axe, with unerring aim; to 
advance , without hefitation , againfl: a fuperior 
enemy; and to maintain, either in life or death, 
the invincible reputation of their anceftors 
Clodion, the firft of their long-haired kings, 
whofe name and adtions are mentioned in authen- 
tic hiftory, held his refidence at Difpargum 50 , a 
village, or fortrefs, whofe place may be afligned 
between Louvain and BrufTels. From the report 
of his fpies, the king of the Franks was inform- 
ed, that the defencelefs ftate of the fecond Belgic 
mull yield, on the flighteft attack, to the valour 
of his fubjedts. He boldly penetrated through 
the thickets and moraffes of the Carbonarian fo- 
reft occupied Tournay and Cambray, the only 
cities which exifted in the fifth century, and ex- \ 
tended his conquefts as far as the river Somme, 
over a defolate country , whofe cultivation and 
populoufnefs are the effedts of more recent in- 
duftry **. While Clodion lay encamped in the 
plains of Artois and celebrated, with vain and 
oflentatious fecurity , the marriage, perhaps, of • 
his fon, the nuptial feaft was interrupted by the 
uncxpedted and unwelcome prefence of ditius, 
who had palled the Somme at the head of his 
light cavalry. The tables, which had been fpread 
under the fhelter of a hill , along the banks of 
a pleafant llream , were rudely overturned ; the 
Franks were opprelTed before they could recover 
their arms , or their ranks ; and their unavailing 
valour was fatal only to themfelves. The load- 
ed waggons , which had followed their march , 
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afforded a rich booty; and the virgin-bride, with 1 
her female attendants , fubmitted to the new 
lovers, who were impofed on them by the chance 
of war. This advantage, which had been ob- 
tained by the fkill and a&ivity of ./Etius , might 
refled fome difgrace on the military prudence of 
Clodion; but the king of the Franks foon re- 
gained his ftrength and reputation , and ftill 
maintained the poffeflion of his Gallic kingdom 
from the Rhine to the Somme *\ Under his 
reign, and mod probably from the cnterprifing 
fpirit of his fubjeds , the three capitals, Mentz 
Treves , and Cologne , experienced the effeds of 
hoftile cruelty and avarice. The diftrefs of 
Cologne was prolonged by the perpetual domi- 
nion of the fame Barbarians , who evacuated the 
ruins of Treves; and Treves, whiclij in the fpace 
of forty years, had been four times befieged and 
pillaged, was difpofed to lofe the memory of her 
afliidions in the vain amufements of the circus *** 
The death of Clodion , after a reign of twenty 
years, expofed his kingdom to the difeord and 
ambition of his two fons. Meroveus, the young- 
er ” , was perfuaded to implore the p^>tedion of . 
Rome; he was received at the Imperial court, as 
the ally of Valentinian, and the adopted fon of 
the patrician tEtius; and difmiffed , to his native 
country , with fplendid gifts , and the ftrongeft 
* affurances of friendlhip and fupport. During his 
abfence , his elder brother had folicited , with 
equal ardour, the formidable aid of Attila; and 
the king of the Huns embraced an alliance, which 
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facilitated the paflage of the Rhine, and judified, 
by a fpecious and honourable prfetence , the inva- 
fion of Gaul ,7 . 

When Attila declared his refolution of fupport- 
ing the caufe of his allies , the VandaL and the 
Franks, at the fame time, and almod in the fpi- 
rit of romantic chivalry , the favage monarch 
profclfcd himfelf the lover and the champion of 
the princtfs Honoria. The filer of Valeutinian 
was educated in the palace of Ravenna; and as 
her marriage might be productive of fome dan- 
ger to the Hate , file was railed , by the title of 
Augnjia above the hopes of the* mod prefump- 
tuous fubject. But the fair Honoria had no 
fooner attained the fixteenth year of her age, than 
die deteded the importunate greatnefs , which 
mud for ever exclude her from the comforts of 
honourable, love: in the midlt of vain and un- 
fatisfactory pomp , Honoria fighed , yielded to 
the impulfe of nature , and threw herfelf into 
the arms of her chamberlain Kugenius. Her 
guilt and lhamc (fuch is the abfurd language of 
imperious man ) were foon betrayed by the ap- 
pearances t>f pregnancy : but the difgrace of the 
royal family was publilhcd to the world by the 
imprudence of the emprefs Flacidia , who tlif- 
mided her daughter, after a dried and fliameful 
confinement, to a remote exile at Condantinople. 
The unhappy princefs palfed twelve or fourteen 
years in the irkiome fociety of the fiders of 
Theodolius, and their chofen virgins; to whofe 
crown Honoria could no longer al'ptre , and whole 
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monafticaffiduity of prayer, faffing , and vigils, (lie c n a i\ 
reluctantly imitated. Her impatience of long and xxxy. 
liopelefs celibacy, urged ber to embrace a ft range 
and defperate . refolution. The name of Attila 
was familiar and formidable at Conftantinople ; 
and his frequent embaffies entertained a perpetual 
intercourfe between his camp and the Imperial 
palace. In the purfuit of love, or rather of re- 
venge , the daughter of Placidia facrificed every 
duty, and every prejudice; and offered to deli- 
ver her perfon into the. arms of a Barbarian , of 
whofe language fhe was ignorant, whofe figure 
was fcarcely human , and whofe religion and man- , 

ners file abhorred. By the miniftry of a faithful 
eunuch, fhe tranfmitted to *Attila a ring, the 
pledge of her affedion; and earneflly conjured 
him to claim her as a lawful fpoufe, to whom he 
had been fecretly betrothed. Thefe indecent 
advances were received, however, with coldnefs 
and difdain ; and the king of the Huns con- 
tinued to multiply the number of his wives , till 
his love was awakened by the more forcible paf- 
fions of ambition and avarice. The invafion of 
Gaul was preceded, and ju ftified , by a formal 
demand of the princefs Honoria, vdth a juft and 
equal fiiare of the Imperial patrimony. His pre- 
deceffors, the ancient Tanjous, had often ad- 
dreffed , in the fame hoftile and peremptory man- 
ner, the daughters of China; and the pretenfions 
of Attila were not lefs offenfive to the majefty of 
Rome. A firm, but temperate, refufal was com- 
municated to his ambaffadors. The right of 
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female fucceffion, though it might derive a fpe- 
eious argument from the recent examples of Pla- 
cidia and Pnlcheria, was ftrenuoufly denied; 
and the indilfotuble engagements of Honoria 
were oppofed to the claims of her Scythian lo- 
ver ”, On the difcovcry of her connexion with 
the king of the Huns , the guilty princcfs had 
been fent away , as an object of horror, from 
Conftantinople to Italy: her life was fpared ; but 
the ceremony of her marriage was performed 
with fome obfcure qnd nominal hufband, before 
fhe was immured in a perpetual prifon, to bewail 
thofe crimes and misfortunes, which Honoria 
might have efcaped, had flie not been born the 
daughter of an emplror !o . 

A native of Gaul, and a contemporary, the 
learned and eloquent Sidonius, who was after- 
wards bifhcrp of Clermont , had made a promife 
to one of his friends, that he would compofe a 
regular hiftory of the war of Attila. If the mo- 
deity of Sidonius had not difcouraged him from 
the profecution of this interelling work’*', the 
biftorian would have related , with the fimplicity 
of truth, thofe memorable events, to which the 
poet, in vagge and doubtful metaphors, lias con- 
cifcly alluded *\ The kings and nations of Ger- 
many and Scythia, from the Volga perhaps to 
the Danube , obeyed the warlike fummons of 
Attila. From the royal village, in the plains of 
Hungary, his ftandard moved towards the Weft; 
and, after a march of feven or eight hundred 
miles, he reached the conflux of the Rhine and 
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the Necker; -where he was joined by the Franks, chap. 
who adhered to his ally , the elder of the fons of xxxv. 
Clodion. A troop of light Barbarians, who 
roamed in queft of plunder, might chufe.the 
winter for the convenience of palling the river 
on the ice; but the innumerable cavalry of the 
Huns required fuch plenty of forage and pro* 
vifions , as could be procured only in a milder 
feafon ; the Hercynian foreft fupplied materials 
for a bridge of boats ; and the hoftile myriads 
were poured, with refiftlefs violence, into the 
Belgic provinces ", The confirmation of Gaul 
was univerfal ; and the various fortunes of its 
cities have been adorned by tradition with mar- 
tyrdoms and miracles J \ Troyes was faved by 
the merits of St. Lupus; St. Servatius was re- 
moved from the world , that he might not behold 
the ruin of Tongres; and the prayers of St Ge- 
ijevieve diverted the march of Attila from the 
neighbourhood of Paris. But as the greateft part 
of the Gallic cities were alike deftitute of faints 
and foldiers, they were befieged and ftormed by, 
the Huns ; who practifed , in the example of 
Metz ”, their cuftomary maxims of war. They 
involved, in a promifcuous maflacre, the priefts 
who ferved at the altar, and the infants , who, 
in the hour of danger, had been providently bap- 
tized by the bilhop; the flourifhing city was de- 
livered to the flames, and a folitary chapel of 
St. Stephen marked the place where it formerly 
flood. From the Rhine and the Mofelle, Attila 
advaticetj into the heart of Gaul ; crofled the Seine 
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chat, at Auxerre; and, after a long and^ laborious 
*kxv. march , fixed his camp under the walls of Orleans. 

He was defirous of fecuring his conqnefts by the 
pofljpHion of an advantageous poft, which com- 
manded the paflage of the Loire; and he de- 
pended on the'fecret invitation of Sangiban; king 
of the Alani , who had promifed to betray the 
city, and to revolt from the fervice of the em- 
pire. But this treacherous confpiracy was detected 
and difappointed ; Orleans had been ftrength- 
ened with recent fortifications; and the afiauits 
of the Huns were vigoroufly repelled by the faith- 
ful valour of the foldiers, or citizens, who de- 
fended the place. The pafforal diligence of 
Anianus , a bifhop of primitive fanclity and con- 
fummate prudence, exhaufted every art of reli- 
gious policy to fupport their courage, till the 
arrival of the expected fuccours. After an ob- 
ftinate fiege , the walls were fhaken by the batter- 
ing ram-s the Huns had already occupied th^ 
fuburbs; and the people, who were incapable of 
bearing arms , lay proftrate in prayer. Anianus , 
who anxioufly counted the days and hours , dif- 
patched a triifty meflenger to obferve , from the 
rampart, the face of the diftant country. He 
returned twice, without any intelligence-, that 
could infpire hope or comfort; but, in his third 
report, he mentioned a fmalT cloud , which he. 
had faintly deferied at the extremity of the hori- 
zon. cc It is the aid of God , ” exclaimed the 
bifliop , in a tone of pious confidence : and the 
V.'hole multitude repealed after him , “ It is the 
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aid of God. ” The remote object . on* which 
every eye was fixed, became each moment larger, 
and more diftindt; the Roman and Gothic ban- 
ners were gradually perceived; and a favourable 
wind blowing afide the drift, difeovered , in 
deep array , the impatient fquadrons of iEtius 
and Theodoric , who prefifed forwards to the 
relief of Orleans. 

The facility with which Attila had penetrated 
into the heart of Gaul , may be aferibed to his 
infidious policy, as well as to the terror of his 
arms. His public declarations were fikiifully miti- 
gated by his ^private afiTurances ; he alternately 
foothed and threatened the Romans and the Goths; 
and the courts of Ravenna and Thouloufe , mu- 
tually fufpicious of each other’s intentions, beheld, 
with fupine indifference, the approach of their 
common enemy. iEtius was the foie guardian of 
the public fafety; but his wifeft meafures were 
embarraffed by a fadlion , which , fince the death 
of Placidia , infefted the Imperial palace : the 

youth of Italy trembled at the found of the 
trumpet ; and the Barbarians, who, from fear or 
affedtion , were inclined to the caufe of Attila, 
awaited , with doubtful and venal faith , the 
event pf the war. The patrician pafifed the Alps 
at the head of fome troops, whofe ftrength and 
jiumbers fcarcely deferved the name of an army’*. 
But on his arrival at Arles, or Lyons, he was 
confounded by the intelligence , that the Vifi- 
goths , refufing to embrace the defence of Gaul, 
had determined to expect, within their owu 
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chat, territories , the formidable invader , whom they 
xxxv. profefled to defpife. The fenator -Avitus , who , 
after the honourable exercife of the praetorian 
Praefedure, had retired to his eftate in Auvergne, 
was perfuaded to accept the important embaffy , 
which he executed with ability and fuccefs. He 
reprefented to Theodoric , that an ambitious 
conqueror, who afpired to the dominion of the 
earth, could be refilled only by the firm and 
unanimous alliance of the powers whom he la* 
boured to opprefs. The lively eloquence of Avitus 
inflamed the Gothic warriors, by the defcription 
of the injuries which their anceftors had fuffered 
from the Huns ; whofe implacable fury ftill purfued 
them from the Danube to the foot of the Pyrenees. 
He ftrenuoufly urged , that it was the duty of 
every Chriflian to fave , from facrilegious viola- 
tion, the churches of God, and the relics of the 
faints: that it was the intereft of every Barbarian, 
who had acquired a fettlement in Gaul, to defend 
the fields and vineyards , which were cultivated 
for his ufe , againfl: the defolation of the Scythian 
fhepherds. Theodoric yielded to the evidence of 
truth ; adopted the meafure at once the* moll 
prudent and the moll honourable ; and declared, 
that as the faithful ally of iEtius and the Romans; 
he was ready to cxpofe his life and kingdom for 
the common fafety of Gaul ,7 . The Vifigoth's, 
, who , at that time , were in the mature vigour 
of their fame and power, obeyed with alacrity 
the fignal of war; prepared their arms and horfes, 
and alfembled under the ftandard of their aged 
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king, who was refolved, with his two elded chap. 
fons, Torifraond and Theodoric , to. command xxxv. 
in perfon his numerous and valiant people. The 
example of the Goths determined feveral tribes 
or nations, that feemed to fludlpate between the 
Huns and the Romans. The indefatigable dili- 
gence of the patrician gradually collected the troops 
of Gaul and Germany, who had formerly ac- 
knowledged themfelves the fubjeds, or foldiers, 
of the republic, but who now claimed the rewards 
of voluntary fervice , and the rank of independent 
allies; the Lteti, the Armoricans, the Breones, 
the Saxons, the Burgundians, the Sarmatians, 
or Alani , the Ripuarians, and thqgFranks who 
followed Merovcus as their lawful prince. Such 
was the various army, which, under the cdndud 
of iEtius and Theodoric, advanced, by rapid 
marches, to relieve Orleans, and to give battle 
to the innumerable hod of Attila 

On their approach, the king of the Huns im- *“'1* r * h l, ‘ 
mediately raifed the fiege , and founded a retreat plains of 
to recal the foremofl; of his troops from the. pillage c,um - 
of a city which they had already entered **. The paBn *‘ 
valour of Attila was always guided by his pru- 
dence; and as he forefaw the fatal confequences 
of a defeat in the heart of Gaul , he repaired the 
Seine , and expedted the enemy in the plains of 
Chalons , whofe fmootli and level furface was 
adapted to the operations of his Scythian cavalry. 

But in this tumultuary retreat , the vanguard 
of the Romans, and their allies, continually 
prefled, and fometimes engaged, the troops \yhora 
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c it --A r. Attila had ported in the rear; the hortile columns, 
xxxv. ill the darknefs of the night, and the perplexity 
of the roads, might encounter each other without 
defign ; and the bloody conflict of the Franks 
and Gepidic , in which fifteen thoufand 4 ° Bar- 
barians were flain , was a prelude to a more 
general and decifive adion. The Catalaunian 
fields 41 fpread themfelves round Chalons, and 
extend , according to the vague meafurement of 
Jornandes, to the length of one hundred and 
fifty, and the breadth of one hundred, miles, 
over the whole province , which is entitled to the 
appellation of a diampaiqn country 4 \ This fpa- 
cious plain ^ps diftinguifhed , however, by fome 
inequalities of ground; and the importance of an 
height, which commanded the camp of Attila, 
was underftood , and difputed , by the two ge- 
nerals. The young and valiant Torifmond firft 
occupied the fummit ; the Goths ruflied with 
irrefilfible weight on the Huns, who laboured 
to afeend from the oppofite fide; and the pof- 
feflion of this advantageous poft infpired both the 
troops and their leaders with a fair arturancc of 
vidory. The anxiety of Attila prompted him to 
confult his priefts and harufpices. It was reported 
that, after ferutinizing the entrails of vidims, 
and feraping their bones, they revealed, in myf- 
tcrious language, his own defeat, with the death 
- of his principal adverfary ; and that the Barbarian, 
by accepting the equivalent , exprefied his invo- 
luntary efteem for the fuperior m^rit of iEtius. 
But the unufual defpondency , which, feemed to 
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prevail among the Huns, engaged Attila to ufe 
the expedient , fo familiar to the generals of an- 
tiquity , of animating his troops by a military 
oration ; and his language was that of a king , 
who had often fought and conquered at their 
head ”, He prelfed them to confider their paft 
glory, their actual danger, and their future hopes. 
The fame fortune , which opened the deferts 
and morades of Scythia to their unarmed valour , 
which had laid fo many warlike nations proftrate 
at their feet , had refer ved the joys of this me- 
morable field for the confummation of their 
victories. The cautious fteps of their enemies, 
their Ariel alliance, and their advantageous ports 
he artfully reprefented as ’ the effects , f not of 
prudence, but of fear. The Vifigoths alone were 
the flrength and nerves of the opportte army; 
and the Huns might fecurely trample on the 
degenerate Romans , whofe clofe and compact 
order betrayed their apprehenrtons , and who 
^were equally incapable of fupporting the dan- 
gers , or the fatigues , of a day of battle. The 
clodrine of predeflination , fo favourable to mar- 
tial virtue, was carefully inculcated by the king 
of the Huns; who allured his fuhjeds , that the 
warriors , protected by Heaven , were fafe and 
invulnerable amidft the darts of the enemy; but 
that the unerring Fates would ftrike their victims 
in the bofom of inglorious peace. “ I myfelf, ” 
continued Attila , “ will throw the firft javelin , 
“ and the wretch who refufes to imitate the 
C{ example of his fovereign , is devoted to 

• 


II A P. 
XXXV. 


' Digitized by Google 



94 THE DECLINE AND FALL 


CHAP. 

x*xv. 


Rattle of 
Ctulons. 


“ inevitable death. ” The fpirit of the Barba- 
rians was rekindled by the prefence , the^ voice , 
and the example of their intrepid leader ; and 
Attila, yielding to’their impatience, immediately 
formed his order of battle. At the head of his 
brave and faithful Huns, he occupied, in perfon , 
the centre of the line. The nations, fubjed to 
his empire , the Rugians , the Heruli , the Thu- 
ringians , the Franks , the Burgundians , were 
extended , on either hand , over the ample fpacc 
of the Catalaunian Helds ; the right wing was 
commanded by Ardaric , king of the Gepidx; 
and the three valiant brothers, who reigned over 
the Oftrogoths , were polled on the left to oppofc 
the kindred tribes of the Vifigoths. The difpofi- 
tion of the allies was regulated by a different 
principle. Sangiban , the faithlefs king of the 
Alani, was placed in the centre; where his mo- 
tions might be ftridly watched , and his treachery 
might be infhntly punilhed. JEtius alfumed the 
command of the left, and Theodoric of tl^e righr,^ 
wing; while Torifmond ftill continued to occupy 
the heights which appear to have llretched on the 
flank, and perhaps the rear, of the Scythian army. 
Tffe nations from the Volga to the Atlantic were 
affembled on the plain of Chalons; but many of 
thefe nations had been divided by fadion , or 
conqueft , or emigration \ and the appearance of 
fimilar arms and enfigns, which threatened each 
other, prefented the image of a civil war. 

The difeipline and tadics of the Greeks and 
Romans form an interefting part of their national 
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manners. The attentive ftudy of the military » 
operations of Xenophon, or Csefar, or Frederic, 
■when they are defcribed by the fame genius which 
conceiSd and executed them, may tend to im- 
prove *f fuch improvement can be wifhed ) the 
art of deflroying the human fpecies. But the battle 
of Chalons can only excite our curiofity, by the 
magnitude of the objed ; fince it was decided by 
the blind impetuofxty of Barbarians, and has been 
related by partial writers; whofe civil or eccle- 
fiaftical profeflion fecluded them from the know- 
ledge of military affairs. Cafliodorius , however, 
had familiarly converfed with many Gothic war- 
riors, who ferved in that memorable engagement; 

“ a conflid, ” as they informed him, “fierce, 
tc various , obflinate , and bloody ; fuch as could 
“ not be paralleled, either in the prefent, or in 
“ paft ages. ” The number of the flain amounted 
to one hundred and fixty-two thoufand , or, 
according to another account, three hundred thou- 
fand perfons 44 ; and thefe incredible exaggerations 
fuppofe a real and effedive lofs , fufficient to 
juftify the hiftorian’s remark , that whole genera- 
tions may be fwept away , by the madnefs of 
kings, in the fpace of a fingle hour. After the 
mutual and repeated difcharge of miflile weapons, 
in which the archers of Scythia might fignalize 
their fuperiof dexterity ,• the cavalry and infantry 
of the two armies were furioufly mingled in 
clofer combat. The Huns, who fought under the 
eyes of their king, pierced through the feeble 
and doubtful centre of the allies , feparated their 
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c li a [>. wings from each other , and wheeling, with a 
xxxv. rapid effort, to the left, dire&ed their whole 
force againft the Vifigoths. As Theodoric rode 
along the ranks , to animate his troops, heftxeived 
a mortal flroke from the javelin of Andffges , a 
noble Oftrogoth , and immediately fell from his 
horfe. The wounded king was oppreffed in the 
general diforder , and trampled under the Let 
of his own cavalry; and this important death 
ferved to explain the ambiguous prophecy of the 
Harufpices. Atrila already exulted in the conf - 
dence of vidory , ' when the valiant Torifmond 
dcfcended from the hills , and verified the re- 
mainder of the predidion. The Vifigoths, who 
had been thrown into confufion by the flight, 
or defedion , of the Alani , gradually reftored 
their order of battle ; and the Huns were un- 
doubtedly vancjnifhed, fince Attila was compelled 
to retreat. He had expofcd his perfon with the 
rafhnefs of a private foldier; but the intrepid 
troops of the centre had pullied forwards beyond , 
the reft of the line : their attack was faintly 

fupported ; their flanks were unguarded ; and 
the conquerors of Scythia and Germany were 
i laved by the approach of the night from a 

total defeat. Thev retired within the circle of 
waggons that fortified their camp ; and the 
demounted fqoadrons prepared themfelves for a 
defence, to which neither their arms, nor their 
temper , were adapted. The event was doubt- 
ful : but Attila had fecured a laft and honour- 
able refourcc. The laddies and rich furniture 
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of the cavalry were collected , by his order, 
into a funeral pile; and the magnanimous Bar- 
barian had refolved , if his intrenchments ftiould. 
be forced , to rufli headlong into the flames , and 
to deprive his enemies of the glory which they 
might have acquired , by the death or captivity 
of Attila 48 . t 

But his enemies had palled the night in equal 
diforder and anxiety. 1 he inconfiderate courage 
of Torifmond was tempted to urge the purfuit, 
till he unexpededly found himfelf , with a few 
followers, in the midll of the Sgythian waggons. 
In the confufion of a nodurnal combat , he was 
thrown from his horfe; and the Gothic prince 
mull have perifhed like his father, if his youth- 
ful flrength, and the intrepid zeal of his com- 
panions, had not refcued him from this dangerous 
fituation, In the fame manner , but on the left 
of the line, TEtius himfelf, feparated from his 
allies, ignorant of their vi&ory, and anxious for 
their fate, encountered and efcaped the hoftile 
troops, that were fcattered over the plains of 
Chalons; and at length reached the camp of the 
Goths, which he could only fortify with a flight'* 
rampart of fhields , till the dawn of day. 1 her 
Imperial general was foon fatisfied of the defeat 
of Attila , who ftill remained inactive within his 
intrenchments ; and when he contemplated the 
bloody fcenc, he obferved , with fecret fatisfac- 
tion, that the lofs had principally fallen on the 
Barbarians. The body of Theodoric , pierced 
with honourable wounds , was difcovered under a 
VoL VI. G 
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heap of the flain : his fubje&s bewailed the death 
of their king and father ; but their tears were min- 
gled with fongs and acclamations , and his funeral 
rites were performed in the face of a vanquilhed 
enemy. The Goths, clalhing their arms, elevated 
on a buckler his eldeft fon Torifmond , to whom 
they juftly aferibed the glory of their fuccefs ; 
and the new king accepted the obligation of re- 
venge , as a facred portion of his paternal inhe- 
ritance. Yet the Goths themfelves were afto- 
nifhed by the fierce and undaunted afped of their 
formidable antagonill ; and their hiftorian has 
compared Attila to a lion encompafled in his den , 
and threatening his hunters with redoubled fury. 
The kings and nations , who might have deferted 
his ftandard in the hour of diflrefs , were made 
fenfible , that the difpleafure of their monarch 
was the moll imminent and inevitable danger. 
All his inftruments of martial mufic inceffantly 
founded a loud and animating ftrain of defiance ; 
and the foremoft troops who advanced to the . 
aflault, were checked, or deftroyed, by fhowers 
of arrows from every fide of the intrenchments. 

It was determined in a general council of war , to 
befiege the king of the Huns in his camp, to 
intercept his provifions, and to reduce him to 
the alternative of a difgraceful treaty , or an un- 
equal combat. But the impatience of the Bar- 
barians foon difdained thefe cautious and dilatory 
meafures : and the mature policy of iEtius was 
apprehenfive , that, after the extirpation of the 
Iluns , the republic would be opprefled by the 
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f;ride and power of the Gothic nation. The chap. 
patrician exerted the fuperior afcendant of autho- xxxv. 
rity and reafori , to calm the palfions which the 
Ion of Theodoric confidered as a duty; repre- 
fented, with feeming affedion, and real truth, 
the dangers o f abfence and delay; and perfuaded 
Torifmond to difappomt , by his fpeedy return, 
the ambitious deligns of his brothers, who 
might occupy the throne and treafures of Thou- 
loufe After the departure of the Goths , and 
the reparation bf the allied army, Attila was fur- 
prifed at the vaft filence that reigned over the 
plains of Chalons : the fufpicion of fome hoftlle 
ftratagem detained him feveral days within the 
circle of his waggons; and his retreat beyond 
the Rhine confefTed the laffc vidory which was 
atchieved in the name of the Wellern empire. 
Meroveus and his Franks, obferving a prudent 
diftance, and magnifying the opinion of their 
ftrength , by the numerous fires which they kin- 
dled every night, continued to follow the rear 
bf the Huns , till they reached the confines of 
Thuringia. The Thuringians ferved in the army 
bf Attila: they traverfed, both in their march, 
and in their return, the territories of the Franks; 
and it was perhaps\in this war that they exercifed 
the cruelties , which , about fourfcore years after- 
wards, were revenged by the fon of Clovis. They 
malfacred their hoftages , as well as their cap- 
tives : two hundred young maidens werC tortured 
with exquifite and unrelenting rage ; their bodies 
were torn afunder by wild horfes , or their bones 
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were crulhed under the weight of rolling wag- 
gons ; and their unburied limbs were abandoned 
on the public roads , as a prey to dogs and vul- 
tures. Such were thofe favage ancedors, whofe 
imaginary virtues have fometimes excited thepraife 
and envy of civilized ages 47 ! 

Neither the fpirit, nor the forces, nor the 
reputation of Attila, were impaired by the fai- 
lure of the Gallic expedition. In the enfuing 
fpring, he repeated his demand , of the princefs 
Honoria, and her patrimonial treafures. The 
demand was again rejected , or eluded ; and the 
indignant lover immediately took the field , palled 
the Alps, invaded Italy, and befieged Aquileia 
with an innumerable hod of Barbarians. Thofe 
Barbarians were unfkilled in the methods of con- 
ducting a regular fiege , which , even among the 
ancients, required fome knowledge, or at lead 
fome practice, of the mechanic arts. But the 
labour of many thoufand provincials and captives, 
whofe lives were facrificed without pity , might 
execute the molt painful and dangerous work. 
The fkill of the Roman artids might be cor- 
rupted to the deftruCtion of their country. The 
walls of Aquileia were afiaulted by a formidable 
train of battering rams, moveable turrets, and 
engines, that threw dones , darts, and fire 4 * ; and 
the monarch of the Huns employed the forcible 
impulfe of hope, fear, emulation, and intered, 
to fubvert the only barrier which delayed the 
conqueft of Italy. Aquileia was at that period 
one of the riched, the mod populous , and the 
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ftrongeft of the maritime cities on the Hadriatic 
coaft. The Gothic auxiliaries , who appear to 
have ferved under their native princes Alaric and 
Antala, communicated their intrepid fpirit; and 
the citizens (till remembered the glorious and 
fuccefsful refiftance, which their anceftors had 
oppofed to a fierce, inexorable Barbarian, who 
difgraced the majefty of the Roman purple. 
Three months were confumed without effedt in 
the fiege of Aquileia ; till the want of provifions , 
and the clamours of his army , compelled Attila 
to relinquifh the enterprife ; and reludantly tp 
iffue his orders, that the troops fhould ftrike 
their tents the next morning , and begin their 
retreat. But as he rode round the' walls , pen- 
five , angry, and difappointed, he obferved a ftork, 
preparing to leave her neft, in one of the towers, 
and to fly with her infant family towards the 
country. He feized , with the ready penetration 
of a ftatefman , this trifling incident, which chance 
had offered to fuperftition; and exclaimed , in a 
loud and cheerful tone , that fuch a domsftic 
bird , fo conftantly attached to human focicty, 
■would never have abandoned her ancient feats , 
■unlefs thofe towers had been devoted to impend- 
ing ruin and folitude”. The favourable omen 
infpired an affurance of victory ; the fiege was 
renewed, and profecuted with frelh vigour; a 
large breach was made in the part of the wait 
from whence the ftork had taken her flight; the 
Huns mounted to the aflault with irrefiftjble fury; 
and the fucceeding generation could fcarcely 
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CHAp. difcover the ruins of Aquilcia'". After this dread- 
xxxv. ful chaftifement , Attila purfued his march; and 
as he palfed, the cities of Altinum , Concordia, 
and Padua, were reduced into heaps of (tones and 
aflies. The inland towns, Vicenza , Verona, and 
Bergamo, were expofed to the rapacious cruelty 
of the Huns. Milan and Pavia fubmitted , with- 
out refiftance, to the lofs of their wealth; and 
applauded the unufual clemency , which preferv- 
ed from the flames the public, as well as private, 
buildings; and fpared the lives of the captive 
multitude. The popular traditions of Comum , 
Turin, or Modena, may jullly be fufpedled; yet 
they concur with more authentic evidence to 
prove, that Attila fpread his ravages over the 
rich plains of modern Lcmbardy ; which are 
divided by the Po, and bounded by the Alps and 
Apennine ". When he took pofleflion of the 
royal palace of Milan, he was furprifed , and of- 
fended, at the fight of a pidture , which repre- 
fented the Caefars feated on their throne , and the 
princes of Scythia proftrate at their feet. 'The 
revenge which Attila inflidted on this monument 
of Roman vanity , was harmlefs and ingenious. 
He commanded a painter to reverfe the figures , 
- and the attitudes; and the emperors were deli- 
neated on the fame canvafs , approaching in a 
fuppliant pofture to empty their bags of tributary 
gold before the throne of the Scythian monarch 
The fpedlators mud have confefTed the truth and 
propriety of the alteration ; and were perhaps 
tempted to apply, on this fingular occafion , the 
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well-known fable of the difpute between the lion chap. 
and the man xxxv. 

It is a faying worthy of the ferocious pride of Fum'd* 
Attila , that the grafs never grew on the fpot ^puMUof 
where his horfe had trod. Yet the favage de- Venice, 
flroyer undefignedly laid the foundations of a 
republic, which revived, in the feudal ftate of 
Europe, the art and fpirit of commercial induftry. 

The celebrated name of Venice or Venetia'*, 
was formerly diffufed over a large and fertile 
province of Italy , from the confines of Pannonia 
to the river Addua, and from the Po to the Rhaa- 
tian and Julian Alps. Before the irruption of 
the Barbarians, fifty Venetian cities flourifhed in 
peace and profperity : Aquileia was placed in the 
moll confpicuous ftation: but the ancient dignity 
of Padua was fupported by agriculture and ma- 
nufactures; and the property of five hundred 
citizens, who were entitled to the equeftrian rank, 
mull have amounted , at the ftri&eft computation, 
to one million feven hundred thoufand pounds. 

Many families of Aquileia , Padua , and the adja- 
cent towns, who fled from the fword of the Huns, 
foundafafe, though obfeure, refuge in the neigh- 
bouring iflands At the extremity of the Gulf, 
where the Hadriatic feebly imitates the tides of 
the ocean , near an hundred fmall iflands are fepa- 
rated by fhallow water from the continent, and 
prote&ed from the waves by feveral long flips of 
land , which admit the entrance of velfels through 
. fome fecret and narrow channels'*. Till the 
middle of the fifth century , thefe remote and 
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chap, fequeftered fpots remained without cultivation f 
xxxv. with few inhabitants, and almoft without a name. 
But the manners of the Venetian fugitives , their 
arts and their government, were gradually form- , 
ed by their new fituation ; and one of the epiftles 
of Caffiodorius 57 , which defcribes their condition 
about feventy years afterwards , may be confuler- 
ed as the primitive monument of the republic. 
The minifter of Theodoric compares them, in his 
quaint declamatory ftyle, to water-fowls , who had 
fixed their nefts on the bofom of the waves; and 
though he allows, that the Venetian provinces 
had formerly contained many noble families , he 
infinuates, that they were now reduced by mif- 
fortune to the fame level of humble poverty. 
Fifh was the common, and almoft the univerfal , 
food of every rank : their only treafure confiftcd 
in the plenty of fait, which they • extracted from 
the fea: and the exchange of that commodity, 
fo eflential to human life, was fubftituted in the 
neighbouring markets to the currency of gold 
and filver. A people, whofe habitations might 
be doubtfully affigned to the earth or water, foon 
became alike familiar with the two elements; 
and the demands of avarice fucceeded to thofe 
of neceflity. The iftanders, who, from Grado 
to Chiozza, were intimately connected with each 
other , penetrated into the heart of Italy , by 
the fecure , though laborious , navigation of the 
rivers and inland canals. Their veffels, which 
were continually increaling in fize and number, 
vifited all the harbours of the Gulf; and the 
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marriage, which Venice annually celebrates with 
the Hadriatic was contracted in her early infancy. 
The epiftle of Caffiodorius , the Prxtorian prx- 
fedt , is addrefled to the maritime tribunes : and 
he exhorts them, in a mild tone of authority, to 
animate the zeal of their countrymen for the pub- 
lic fervice, which required their afliftance to 
tranfport the magazines of wine and oil from the 
province of Iftria to the royal city of Ravenna. 
The ambiguous office of thefe magiftrates is ex- 
plained by the tradition, that, in the twelve prin- 
cipal iflands, twelve tribunes, or judges, were 
created by an annual and popular election. The 
exiftence of the Venetian republic under the 
Gothic kingdom of Italy , is attefted by the fame 
authentic record , which annihilates their lofty 
claim of original and perpetual independence 
The Italians , who had long fince renounced 
the exercife of arms, were furprifed, after forty 
years peace , by the approach of a formidable 
Barbarian; whom they abhorred, as the enemy 
of their religion , as well as of their republic. 
Amidft the general confternation , JEtius alone 
■was incapable of fear; but it was impoffible that 
he fhould atchieve , alone, and unaffifted , any 
military exploits worthy of his former renown. 
The Barbarians who had defended Gaul , refufed 
to march to the relief of Italy; and the fuccours 
promifed by the Eaftern emperor were dillant and 
doubtful. Since fEtius , at the head of his do- 
meftic troops , Hill maintained the field , and ha- 
ralied or retarded the march of Attila, he never 
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fhewed himfelf more truly great, than at the time 
when his condudt was blamed by an ignorant and 
ungrateful people If the mind of Valentinian 
had been fufceptible of any generous fentiments , 
he would have chofen fuch a general for his ex- 
ample and his guide. But the timid grandfon of 
1 heodofius , inflead of fharing the dangers , ef- 
caped from the found of war; and his hafty 
retreat from Ravenna to Rome , from an impreg- 
nable fortrefs to an open capital , betrayed his 
fecret intention of abandoning Italy, as foon as 
the danger fliould approach his Imperial perfon. 
This fhameful abdication was fufpended, how- 
ever , by the fpirit of doubt and delay , which 
commonly adheres to pufillanimous counfels,and 
fometimes corrects their pernicious tendency. 
The Wellern emperor, with the fenate and peo- 
ple of Rome , embraced the more falutary refo- 
lution of deprecating, by a foleran and fuppliant 
embaffy, the wrath of Attila. This important 
commiflion was accepted by Avienus, who, from 
his birth and riches, his confular dignity, the 
numerous train of his clients , and his perfonal 
abilities , held the firft rank in the Roman fenate. 
The fpecious and artful character of Avienus 
was admirably qualified to condudt a negociation, 
either of public or private intereft: his colleague 
Trigetius had exercifed the Praetorian prefec- 
ture of Italy; and Leo, bifhop of Rome, coin 
fented to expofe his life for the fafety of his flock. 
The genius of Leo " was exercifed and difplayed 
in the public misfortunes; and he has defervcd 
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the appellation of Great. , by the fuccefsful zeal , c h a f . 
with which he laboured to eftablifli his opinions, xxxy. 
and his authority , under the venerable names of 
orthodox faith , and ecclefiaftical difcipline. The 
Roman ambafladors were introduced to the tent 
of Attila; as he lay encamped at the place where 
the flow -winding Mincius is loft in the foaming , 

waves of the lake Benacus**, and trampled with 
his Scythian cavalry the farms of Catullus and 
Virgil *\ The Barbarian monarch liftened with 
favourable, and even refpetftful, attention; and 
the deliverance of Italy was purchafed by the im- 
menfc ranfom, or dowry, of the princefs Honoris." 

The ftate of his army might facilitate the treaty, 
and haften his retreat. Their martial fpirit was 
relaxed by the wealth and indolence of a warm 
climate. The fhepherds of the North , whofe 
ordinary food confided of milk and raw flefh , in- 
dulged themfelves too freely in the ufe of bread, 
of wine, and of meat, prepared and feafoned by 
the arts of cookery ; and the progrefs of difeafe 
/revenged in fome meafure the injuries of the Ita- 
lians When Attila declared his refolgtion of 
carrying his victorious arms to the gates of Rome, 
he was admoniflied by his friends, as well as by 
his enemies , that Alaric had not long furvived 
the conqueft of the eternal city. His mind, fit-, - 
perior to real danger, was aflaulted by imaginary 
terrors ; nor could he efcapc the influence of 
fuperftition which had fo often been fubfervient 
to his defigns* 5 . T he prefling eloquence of Leo, 
liis majeftic afpetft, and facerdotal robes, excited 
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the veneration of Attila for the fpiritual father of 
the Chriftians. The apparition of the two apoftles, 
St. Peter and St. Paul , who menaced the Bar- 
barian with inftant death, if he rejedted the prayer 
of their fucceflor , is one of the nobleft legends of 
ecclefiaftical tradition. The fafety of Rome might 
deferve the interpofition of celeftial beings ; and 
fome indulgence is due to a fable , which has been 
reprefented by the pencil of Raphael, and the 
chiffel of Algardi ", 

Before the king of the Huns evacuated Italy , 
he threatened to return more dreadful, and more 
implacable , if his bride , the princefs Honoria , 
were not delivered to his ambaffadors within the 
term ftipulated by the treaty. Yet , in the mean 
while, Attila relieved his tender anxiety, by ad- 
ding a beautiful maid, whole name was Ildico , 
to the lift of his innumerable wives Their 
marriage was celebrated with barbaric pomp and 
feftivity , at his wooden palace beyond the Da- 
nube; and the monarch , ? opprefted with wine 
and fleep, retired , at a late hour from the ban- 
quet to the nuptial bed. His attendants con- 
tinued to refpeift his pleafures , or his repofe, the 
greateft part of the enfuing day , till the unufual 
filence alarmed their fears and fufpicions ; and, 
after attempting to awaken Attila by loud and 
repeated cries , they at length broke into the 
royal apartment . They found the trembling 
bride fitting by the bedfide, hiding her face with 
her veil, and lamenting her own danger, as well 
as the death of the king, who had expired during 
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the night**. An artery had fuddenly burft , 
and as Atdla lay in a lupine pollure , he was fuf- 
focated by a torrent of blood , which inftead of 
finding a paflage through the noftrils regurgit- 
ated into the lungs and Itomach. His 'body was 
folemnly expofed in the midll of the plain, un- 
der a filken pavilion; and the chofen fquadrons 
of the Huns, wheeling round in meafured evo- 
lutions, chaunted a funeral fong to the memory 
of a hero, glorious in his life, invincible in his 
death, the father of his people, the fcourge of 
his enemies, and tl;e terror of the world. Ac- 
cording to their national cullom , the Barbarians 
cut off a part of their hair, gaflied their faces 
with unfeemly wounds, and bewailed their valiant 
leader as he deferved , not with the tears of wo- 
men , but with the blood of warriors. The re- 
mains of Attila Were inclofed within three coffins, 
of gold, of filver, and of iron, and privately 
buried in the night: the fpoils of nations were 
thrown into his grave; the captives who had 
opened the ground were inhumanly maffacred ; 
and the fame Huns, who had indulged fuch ex- 
ceflive grief, feafted , with diffolute and intem- 
perate mirth , about the recent fepulchre of their 
king. It was reported at Conflantinople , that on 
the fortunate night in which he expired , Marcian 
beheld in a dream the bow of Attila broken 

0 

afunder : and the report may be allowed to prove, 
how feldom the image of that formidable Bar- 
barian was abfent from the mind of a Roman 
emperor *\ 
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The revolution which fubverted the empire of 
the Huns, cftablifiied the fame of Attila, whole 
genius alone had fuftained the huge and disjoint- 
ed fabric. After his death, the boldeft chief- 
tains afpired to the rank of kings ; the ffloft pow- 
erful kings refufed to acknowledge a fuperior ; 
and the numerous fons , whom fo many various 
mothers bore .to the deceafed monarch, divided 
and difputed , like a private inheritance , the fo- 
vereign command of the nations of Germany and 
Scythia. The bold Ajdaric felt and reprefented 
the difgrace of this fervile partition; and his fub- 
jedts , the warlike Gepidse , with the Oftrogoths, 
under the condiidt of three valiant brothers, en- 
couraged their allies to vindicate the rights of 
freedom and royalty. In a bloody and decifive 
conflidk on the banks of the river Netad , in Pan- 
nonia, the lance of the Gepidae , the fword of the 
Goths , the arrows of the Huns , the Suevic in- 
fantry , the light arms of the Heruli, and the 
heavy weapons of the Alani, encountered or flip- 
ported each other ; and the vidtory of Ardaric 
was accompanied with the flaughtef of thirty 
thoufand of his enemies. Ellac , the eldeft fori 
of Attila, loft his life and crown in the memo- 
rable battle of Netad: his early valour had raifed 
him to the throne of the Acatzires , a Scythian 
people, whom he fubdued ; and his father, who 
loved the fuperior merit , would have envied the 
death, of Ellac His brother Dengifxch, with 
an army of Huns , ftill formidable in their flight 
and ruin, maintained hi$ ground above fifteen 
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years on the banks of the Danube. The palace 
of Attila, with the old country of Dacia, from 
the Carpathian hills to the Euxine, became the 
feat of a new power, which was ereded by Ar- 
daric, king of the Gepidse. The Pannonian 
conquefts, from Vienna to Sirmium , were occu- 
pied by the Oftfogoths ; and the fettlements of 
the tribes , who had fo bravely aliened their native 
freedom, were irregularly diflributed , according 
to the meafure of their refpedive Ilrength. Sur- 
rounded and opprefled by the multitude of his 
father’s (laves , the kingdom of Dengifich was 
confined to the circle of his waggons; his def- 
perate courage urged him to invade the Eaftern 
empire ; he fell in battle ; and his head , igno- 
minioufly expofed in the Hippodrome, exhibited 
a grateful fpedacle to the people of Conftan- 
tinople. Attila had fondly or fuperftitioufly be- 
lieved , that Irnac , the ybungeft ofhisfons, was 
deftined to perpetuate the glories of his race. 
The charader of that prince, who attempted to 
moderate the rafhnefs of his brother Dengifich , 
was more fuitable to the declining condition of 
the Huns; and Irnac, with his fubjed hords , re- 
tired into the heart of the Lelfer Scythia. They 
were foon overwhelmed by a torrent of new Bar- 
barians who followed the fame road which their 
own a nch ors had formerly difcovered. The 
Geougtn ,^or Avares, whofe refidence is afligned 
by the Greek writers to the (hares of the ocean , 
impelled the adjacent tribes; till at length the 
Igours of the North , ilfuing from the cold Sibc- 
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rian regions , which produce the mod valuable * 
furs , fpread themfelves over the defert , as far as 
the Boryfthenes and the Caf ian gates ; and finally 
extinguilhed the empire of the Huns 7 ‘. 

Such an even* might contribute to the fafety 
of the Eaftern empire , under the reign of a 
prince, who conciliated the friendfhip, without 
forfeiting the efteem , of the Barbarians. But 
the emperor of the Weft, the feeble and difTolute 
Valentinian , who had reached his thirty-fifth 
year without attaining the age of reafon or cou- 
rage, abufed this apparent fecurity, to undermine 
the foundations of his own throne , by die mur- 
der of the patrician JEtius. From the inftindt 
of a bafe and jealous mind, he hated the man 
who was univerfally celebrated as the terror of 
the Barbarians, and the fupport of the republic; 
and his new favourite, the eunuch Heraclius, 
awakened the emperor frqm # the fupine lethargy, 
which might be difguifed , _ during the life of 
Placidia 7 *, by the excufe of filial piety. The 
fame of iEtius , his wealth and dignity , the nu- 
merous and martial train of Barbarian followers , 
bis powerful dependents, who filled the civil 
offices of the (late , and the hopes of his fon 
Gaudentius , who was already contra&ed to Eu- 
doxia, the emperor’s daughter, had railed him 
above the rank of a fubjedl. The ambitious de- 
figns , of which he was fecretly accuftflfc excited 
the fears, as well as the refentment, of Valenti- 
nian. JEtius himfelf, fupported by the confciouf- 
uefs of liis merit, his fervices, and perhaps his 

innocence , 
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innocence, feeitis to have maintained a haughty c a h p. 
and indifcreet behaviour. The patrician offended xxxv. 
his fovereign by an hoftile declaration; he aggra- 
vated the offence, by compelling him to ratify, 
with a folemn oath, a treaty of reconciliation and 
alliance; he proclaimed his fufpicions; he ne- 
glected his fafety; and from a vain confidence 
that the enemy , whom he defpifed , was incapable 
even of a manly crime, he raflily ventured his 
perfon in the palace of Rome. Whilft he urged, 
perhaps with intemperate vehemence, the mar- 
riage of his fon; Valentinian, drawing hisfword, 
the firftfword he had ever drawn, plunged it in 
the bread; of a general who had faved his empire: 
his courtiers and eunuchs ambitioufly ftruggled 
to imitate their matter; and iEtius, pierced with 
an hundred wounds, fell dead in the royal pre- 
fence. Boethius, the Prxtorian prxfedt, was 
killed at the fame moment; and before the event 
could be divulged, the principal friends of the 
patrician were fummoned to the palace, and 
feparately murdered. The horrid deed, palliated 
by the fpecious names of juftice and neceflity, 
was immediately communicated by the emperor 
to hisfoldiers, his fubjedts, and his allies. The 
nations, who were ftrangers or enemies to iEtius, 
generoufly deplored the unworthy fate of a hero: 
the Barbarians, who had been attached to his 
fervice, diffembled their grief and refentment; 
and the public contempt, which had been fo 
long entertained for Valentinian, was at once 
converted into deep and univerfal abhorrence. ■ 

Vol. VI. ‘ « ■* H 
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Such fentiments feldom pervade the walls of a 
palace; yet the emperor was confounded by the 
honeft reply of a Roman, whole approbation he 
had not difdained to folicit. “I am ignorant, 
“ Sir, of your motives or provocations; I only 
tc know, that you have aded like a man who 
u cuts off his right hand with his left 7 \” 

The luxury of Rome feems to have attraded 
the long and frequent vifits of Valentinian; who 
was confequently more defpifed at Rome, than in 
any other part of his dominions. A republican 
fpirit was infenfibly revived in the fenate, as their 
authority, and even their fupplies , became ne- 
ceffary for the fupport of his feeble government. 
The flately demeanour of an hereditary monarch 
offended their pride ; and the pleafures of Valen- 
tinian were injurious to the peace and honour of 
noble families. The birth of the emprefs Eu- 
doxia was equal to his own , and her charms and 
tender affedion deferved thofe teftimonies of 
love , which her inconftant hulband diflipated in 
vague and unlawful amours. Petronius Maxi- 
mus, a wealthy fenator of the Anician family , who 
had been twice conful , was pofleffed of a chafte 
and beautiful wife: her obftinate refiftance ferved 
only to irritate the defires of Valentinian; and 
he refolved to accomplilh them either by ftrata- 
gem or force. Deep gaming was one of the 
vices of the court: the emperor, who, by chance 
or contrivance, had gained from Maximus a con- 
iiderable fum , uncourteoufly exaded his ring as 
a fecurity for the debt; and fept it by a trufty 
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mefTenger to bis wife , with an order, in her 
hufband’s name, that fhe fhould immediately at- 
tend the emprefs Eudoxia. The unfufpedting 
wife of Maximus was conveyed in her litter to 
the Imperial palace; the emilfaries of her impa- 
tient lover conducted her to a remote and filent 
bed-chamber; and Valentinian violated, without 
remorfe, the laws of hofpitality. Her tears, 
when (he returned home; her deep affliction; and 
her bitter reproaches againft her hulband , whom 
ffle confidered as the accomplice of his own 
fhame, excited Maximus to a juft revenge; the 
defire of revenge was {Emulated by ambition ; 
and he might reafonably afpire, by the free 
fufFrage of the Roman fenate , to the throne of a 
detelted and defpicable rival. Valentinian, who 
fuppofed that every human bread was devoid, like 
his own, of friendfhip and gratitude, had impru- 
ently admitted among his guards feveral domef- 
tics and followers of iEtius. Two of thefe , of Bar- 
barian race,' were perfuaded to execute a facred 
and honourable duty, by punifting with death 
the affaffin of their patron; and their intrepid 
courage did not long expect a favourable mo- 
ment. Whild Valentinian amufed himfelf in the 
field of Mars with the fpedtacle of fome military 
fports, theyfuddenly rufiied upon him with drawn 
weapons, difpatched the guilty Heraclius, and 
dabbed the emperor to the heart, without the 
lead oppofition from his numerous train , who 
feemed to rejoice in the tyrant’s d.ath. Such 
>yas the fate of Valentinian the Third 74 , the lad 
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Roman emperor of the family of Theodofius. 
He faithfully imitated the hereditary weaknel’s 
of his coufin and his two uncles, without inhe- 
riting the gentlenefs, the purity, the innocence , 
which alleviate , in their characters , the want of 
fpirit and ability. Valentinian was lefs excufable , 
fince he had pnllions , without virtues : even his 
religion was queftionable; and though he never 
deviated into the paths of herefy , he fcandalized 
the pious Chriftians by his attachment to the pro- 
fane arts of magic and divination. 

As early as the time of Cicero and Varro, it 
was the opinion of the Roman augurs , that the 
twelve vultures , which Romulus had feen , repre- 
fented the twelve centuries , afligned for the fatal 
period of his city \ This prophecy, difregarded 
perhaps in the feafon of health and profperity, 
infpired the people with gloomy apprehenfions , 
when the twelfth century, clouded with difgrace 
and misfortune, was almoft elapfed 7S ; and even 
pofterity mull acknowledge with fbme furprife, 
that the arbitrary interpretation of an accidental 
or fabulous circumflance , has been ferioufly veri- 
fied in the downfall of the Weftern empire. But 
its fall was announced by a clearer omen than the 
flight of vultures: the Roman government ap- 
peared every day lefs formidable to its enemies, 
more odious and oppreflive to its fubje&s 77 . The 
taxes were multiplied with the public diftrefs; 
ceconomy was negieCtcd in proportion as it be- 
came nccefl'ary; and the injuftice of the rich 
fhifted the unequal burden from thcmfelves to 
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the people, whom they defrauded of the indulgcncics 
that might fometimes have alleviated their mifery. 
The fevere inquifition , which confifcated their 
goods, and tortured their pcrfons , compelled the 
fubjccts of Valentinian to prefer the more fimple 
tyranny of the Barbarians, to fly to the woods 
and mountains, or to embrace the vile and abjeCt 
condition of mercenary fervants. They abjured and 
abhorred the name of Roman citizens , which had 
formerly excited the ambition of mankind. The 
Armorican provinces of Gaul, and the greatefl part 
of Spain, were thrown into a itate of diforderly inde- 
pendence , by the confederations of the Bagaudae; 
and the Jmpcrial miniflers purfued with proferip. 
tive laws, and ineffectual arms, the rebels whom 
they had made 7 *. If all the Barbarian conquerors 
.had been annihilated in the fame hour, their total 
deftruction would not have reftored the empire of 
the Well: and if Rome ftill furvived, fhe furvived 
the Jofs of freedom, of virtue, and of honour. 
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Sack of Rome by Cenferic , King of the Vandals. — His 
naval Depredations. — Succejjion of the lajl Emperors 
of the JVeJi , Maximus , Avitus , Major ian , Sever us , 
Anthemius, 0 'ybritfS, Glycerins , Nepns, Auguflulus. — 
Total Extinction of the IVeJicru Empire. — Reign of 
Odoacer , the firjl Barbarian King of Italy. 

chav. TThe Ms or defolation of the provinces, from 
xxxvi. the ocean to the Alps , impaired the glory and 
Naval power greatnefs of Rome : her internal profperity was 

dai' 1 ' 0 Va " j rret rievably deftroyed by the reparation of Africa. 

a. n. The rapacious Vandals confifcated the patrimonial 
439 — eftates of the fenators, and intercepted the regular 
fubfidies , which relieved the poverty , and 
encouraged the idlenefs, of the plebeians. The 
diftrefs of the Romans was foon aggravated by 
an unexpected attack ; and the province , fa 
long cultivated for their ufe by induftrious and 
obedient fubje&s , was armed againft them by ail 
ambitious Barbarian. The Vandals and Alani, who 
followed the fuccefsful ftandard of Genferic , had 
acquired a rich and fertile territory, which flretched 
along the coaft above ninety days journey from 
Tangier to Tripoli, but their narrow limits were 
preffed and confined, on either fide, by the fandy 
defert and the Mediterranean. Tfie difcovery and 
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conquefl: of the Black nations, that might dwell c H A 
beneath the torrid zone , could not tempt the xxxvl. 
rational ambition of Genferic: but he call his eyes 
towards the fea ; he refolved to create a naval 
power, and his bold refolution was executed with 
fteady and adive perfeverance. The woods of 
mount Atlas afforded an inexhauftible nurfery of 
timber; his new fubjeds were [killed in the arts 
of navigation and fliip-building , he animated his 
daring Y 7 andals to embrace a mode of warfare 
which would render every maritime country accef- 
fible to their arms; the Moors and Africans were 
allured by the hopes of plunder; and, after an 
interval of fix centuries, the fleets that iffued from 
the port of Carthage again claimed the empire of 
the Mediterranean. The fuccefs of the Vandals, 
the conquefl; of Sicily , the fack of Palermo , and 
the frequent defeents on the coaft of Lucania, 
awakened and alarmed the mother of Valentinian, 
and the After of Theodofius. Alliances were 
formed; and armaments, expenfive and ineffectual, 
were prepared, for the deftrudion of the common 
enemy ; who referved his courage to encounter 
thofe dangers which his policy could not prevent 
or elude. The defigns of the Roman government 
were repeatedly baffled by his artful delays, 
ambiguous promifes , and apparent conceflions ; 
and the interpofition of his formidable confederate 
the king of the Huns, recalled the emperors from 
the conquefl of Africa to the care of their domeftic 
fafety. The revolutions of the palace, which left 
the Weftern empire without a defender , and 
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C n a p.. without a lawful prince, difpelled the apprchen- 
xxxvi. fions, and ftimulated the avarice, of Genferic. He 
immediately equipped a numerous fleet of 'Vandals 
and Moors, and call anchor at the mouth of the 
Tyber, about three months after the death of 
Valentinian, and the elevation of Maximus to the 
Imperial throne. 

The char. The private life of the fenator Petronius Maxi- 
iulcr a " <! , nius 1 , was often alleged as a rare example of 

reign otthc . . c . r , 

emperor human felicity. His birth was noble and illuftrious, 

Aiaximui, f mce he defcended from the Anician family; his 
March. 17. dignity was fupported by an adequate patrimony- 
in land and money: and thefe advantages of fortune 
were accompanied with liberal arts, and decent 
manners, which adorn or imitate the ineftimable 
gifts of genius and virtue. The luxury of his 
palace and table was hofpitable and elegant. 
Whenever Maximus appeared in public, he was 
furrounded by a train of grateful and obfequious 
clients 1 ; and it is poflible that among thefe 
clients , he might deferve and polfefs fome real 
friends. His merit was rewarded by the favour of 
the prince andfenate: he thrice exercifed the office 
of Praetorian praefeA of Italy; he was twice 
inverted with the confulfhip, and he obtained the 
rank of patrician. Thefe civil honours were not 
incompatible with the enjoyment of leifure and 
tranquillity; his hours, according to the demands 
of pleafure or reafon , were accurately diftributed 
by a water-clqck; and this avarice of time may 
be allowed to prove the fenfe which Maximus 
entertained of his own happinefs. The injury 
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■which he received from the emperor Valentinian, chap. 
appears to excufe the mod bloody revenge. Yet xxxvi. 
a philofopher might have reflected, that, if the 
refiftance of his wife had been fincere, her chaftity 
was (till inviolate, and that it could never be 
reftored if (lie had contented to the will of the 
adulterer. A patriot would have hefitated, before 
lie plunged himfelf and his country into thofe 
inevitable calamities , which mud follow the 
extinction of the royal houfe of Theodofius. The 
imprudent Maximus difregarded • thefe falutary 
confiderations : he gratified his refentment and 

ambition; he faw the bleeding corpfe of Valenti- 
nian at his feet ; and he heard himfelf faluted 
emperor by the unanimous voice of the fenate 
and people. But the day of his inauguration was 
the laft day of his happinefs. He was imprifoned 
(fuch is the lively exprefliotv-of Sidonius ) in the 
palace; and after pafling a fleeplefs night he fighed, 
that he had attained the fummit of his wiflies, 
and afpired only to defeend from the dangerous 
elevation. Opprefled by the weight of the diadem, 
be communicated his anxious thoughts to his 
friend and quxftor Fulgentius ; and when he ' 
looked back with unavailing regret on the fecure 
pleafures of his former life, the emperor exclaimed, 
tc O fortunate Damocles ’ , thy reign began 
<c and ended with the fame dinner : ” a well- 
known allufion , which Fulgentius afterwards 
repeated as an inftrudtive leffon for princes and 
fubje&s. 

The reign of Maximus continued about three Hisdeatu, 
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months. His hours, of which he had loft the 
command, were difturbed by remorfe, or guilt, 
or terror, and his throne was lhaken by the fedi- 
tions of the foldiers, the people, and the confe- 
derate Barbarians. The marriage of his fon Palladius 
with the eldeft daughter of the late emperor, 
might tend to eftablilh the hereditary fucceftion 
of his family ; but the violence which he 
offered to the emprefs Eudoxia, could proceed 
only from the blind impulfe of luft or revenge. 
His own wife , the caufe of thefe tragic events , 
had been feafonably removed by death ; and the 
widow of Valentinian was compelled to violate 
her decent mourning’, perhaps her real grief, and 
to fubmit to the embraces of a prefumptuous 
ufurper , whom Ihe fufpetfted as the affaflin of 
her deceafed hufband. Thefe fufpicions were foon 
jollified by the indifereet confeflion of IVlaximus 
himfelf; and he wantonly provoked the hatred of 
his reludbnt bride , who was Hill confcious that 
fhe defeended from a line of emperors. From 
the Eaft, however, Eudoxia could not hope to 
obtain any effectual aflfiftance :■ her father and 
her aunt Pulcheria were dead ; her mother Jan- 
guifiied at JerufaJem in difgrace and exile; and 
the feeptre of Conftantinople was in the hands 
of a ftranger. She directed her eyes towards Car- 
thage; fecretly implored the aid of the king of 
the Vandals; and perfuaded Genferic to improve 
the fair opportunity of difguifing his rapacious 
defigns by the fpecious names of honour, juftice, 
and compaflfion \ Whatever abilities Maximus 
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might have fliewn in a fubordinate Ration, he was 
found incapable of adminiftering an empire; and 
though he might eafily have been informed of 
the naval preparations, which were made on the 
oppofite fliores of Africa , he cxpedted with lu- 
pine indifference the approach of the enemy , 
without adopting anymeafures of defence, of ne- 
gociation, or of a timely retreat. When the Van- 
dals difembarked at the mouth of the Tyber, the 
emperor was fuddenly roufed from his lethargy 
by the clamours of a trembling and cxafperated 
multitude. The only hope which prefented it- 
felf to his aflonifhcd mind was that of a preci- 
pitate flight , and he exhorted the fenators to 
imitate the example of their prince. But no 
fooner did Maximus appear in the ftreets, than 
he was aflaulted by a fhower of ftones : a Roman, 
or a Burgundian, foldicr claimed the honour of 
the firft wound; his mangled body was ignomi- 
rioufly call into the Tyber ; the Roman people 
rejoiced in the punilhment which they had in- 
flicted on the author of the public calamities ; 
and the domeflics of Eudoxia fignalized their zeal 
in the fervice of their miftrefs '. 

On the third day after the tumult, Genferic 
boldly advanced from the port of Oftia to the 
gates of the defencelefs city. Inftead of a fally 
of the Roman youth, there iffued from the gates 
an unarmed and venerable procelfion of the bifhop 
at the head of his clergy *. The fearlefs fpirit of 
Leo, his authority and eloquence, again mitigated 
the ficrcenefs of a Barbarian conqueror: the king 
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c II a p. of the Vandals promifed to fpare the unrefifting; 
xxxvi. multitude, to protetfl the buildings from fire, and 
to exempt the captives from torture; and although 
fuch orders were neither ferioufly given , nor 
flri&ly obeyed, the mediation of Leo was glorious 
to himfelf, and in fome degree beneficial to his 
country. But Rome , and its inhabitants , were 
delivered to the licentioufnefs of the Vandals and 
Moors , whofe blind paflions revenged the injuries 
of Carthage. The pillage Jailed fourteen days 
and nights ; and all that yet remained of public 
or private wealth , of facred or profane treafure , 
was diligently tranfported to the vefiels of Gen- 
fcric. Among the fpoils , the fplendid felics of 
two temples, or rather of two religions, exhibited 
a memorable example of the viciflitude of human 
and divine things. Since the abolition of Pa- 
ganifm , the Capitol had been violated and aban- 
doned ; yet the llatues of the gods and heroes 
were ftill’ refpedted , and the curious roof of gilt 
bronze was referved for the rapacious hands of 
Genferic 7 . The holy inflrumcnts of the Jewifh 
worfhip * , the gold table , and the gold candle- 
flick with feven branches , originally framed ac- 
cording to the particular inflrudtions of God him- 
felf, and which were placed in the fan&uary of 
his temple , had been ollentatioufiy difplayed to 
the Roman people in the triumph of Titus. They 
were afterwards depofited in the temple of Peace, 
and at the end of four hundred years, the fpoils 
of Jerufalem were transferred from Rome to Car- 
thage , by a Barbarian who derived his origin 
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from the fhores of the Baltic. Thefe ancient chap. 
monuments might'attradl the notice of curiofity, XXXVI. 
as well as of avarice. But the Chriftian churches, 
enriched and adorned by the prevailing fuperfti- 
tion of the times, afforded more plentiful mate- 
rials for facrilege ; and the pious liberality of 
pope Leo , who melted fix filver vafes , the gift of 
Conftantine, each of an hundred pounds weight, 
is an evidence of the damage which he attempted 
to repair. In the forty-five years, that had elapfed 
fmee the Gothic invafion , the pomp and luxury of 
Rome were in fome meafure reftored; and it was 
difficult either to efcape, or to fatisfy, the avarice 
of a conqueror, who poffeffed leifure to colledt, 
and (hips to tranfport , the wealth of the capital. 

The Imperial ornaments of the palace, the mag- 
nificent furniture and wardrobe, the fideboards of 
maffy plate, were accumulated \vjth diforderly ra- 
pine: the gold and filver amounted to feveral 
thoufand talents; yet even the brafs and copper 
were laborioufiy removed. Eudoxia herfelf, who 
advanced to meet her friend and deliverer, foon 
bewailed the imprudence of her own condudl. 

She was rudely flripped of her jewels; and the 
unfortunate emprefs, with her two daughters, the 
only furviving remains of the great Theodofius, 
was compelled , as a captive , to follow the haughty 
Vandal; who immediately holfted fail, and -re- 
turned with a profperous navigation to the port 
of Carthage ’. Many thoufand Romans of both 
fexes, chofcn for fome ufeful or agreeable qualifi- 
cations, relu&antly embarked on board the fleet 
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of Genferic; and their diftrefs was aggravated by 
the unfeeling Barbarians, who, in the divifion of 
the booty , feparated the wives from their huf- 
bands, and the children from their parents. The 
charity of Deogratias, bifhop of Carthage 1 *, was 
their only confolation and fupport. He generoufly 
fold the gold and filver plate of the church to pur- 
chafe the freedom of fome, to alleviate the flavery 
of others, and to aflift the wants and infirmities of 
a captive multitude, whofe health was impaired 
by the hardfhips which they had fufiered in the 
pafiage from Italy to Africa. By his order, two 
fpacious churches were converted into hofpitals; 
the fick were dillributed in convenient beds, and 
liberally fupplied with food and medicines; ami 
the aged prelate repeated his vifits both in the day 
and night, with an affiduity that furpaffed his 
ftrength, and a.tdnder fympathy which enhanced 
the value of his fervices. Compare this feene 
with the field of Cannae ; and judge between 
Hannibal and the fucceffor of St. Cyprian 

The deaths of iEtius and Valentinian had re- 
laxed the ties which held the Barbarians of Gaul 
in peace and fubordination. The fea-coaft was 
infelled by the Saxons; the Alemanni and the 
Franks advanced from the Rhine to the Seine; 
and the ambition of the Goths feemed to meditate 
more extenfive and permanent conquefls. The 
emperor Maximus relieved himfelf, by a judicious 
choice, from the weight of thefe diftant cares; he 
filenced the folicications of his friends , liftened to 
*he voice of fame, and promoted aftranger to the 
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general command of the forces in Gaul. Avi- 
tus 11 , the ftranger, whofe merit was fo nobly re- 
warded , defcended from a wealthy and honourable 
family in the diocefe of Auvergne. The convul- 
fions of the times urged him to embrace, with the 
fame ardour, the civil and military profeffions; 
and the indefatigable youth blended the ftudies of 
literature and jurifprudence with the exercife of 
arms and hunting. Thirty years of bis life were 
laudably fpent in the public fervice; he alternately 
difplayed his talents in war and negociation ; and 
the foldier of iEtius, after executing the moll im- 
portant embaffies, was raifed to the flation of 
Praetorian pnefedl of Gaul. Either the merit of 
Avitus excited envy, or his moderation was defi- 
rous of repofe, fince he calmly retired to an eftate, 
which he poflelfed in the neighbourhood of Cler- 
mont. A copious ftream„ ilTuing from the moun- 
tain , and falling headlong in many a loud and 
foaming cafcade, difeharged its waters into a lake 
about two miles in length, and the villa was plea- 
fantly feated on the margin of the lake. The 
baths, the porticoes, the fummer and winter 
apartments , were adapted to the purpofes of luxury 
and ufe; and the adjacent country afforded the 
various profpeds of woods , paftures , and mea- 
dows In this retreat, where Avitus amufed his 
leifure with books, rural fports, the pra&ice of 
hufbandry, and the fociety of his friends 14 , here- 
ceived the Imperial diploma, which conftituted 
him mailer- general of the cavalry and infantry of 
Gaul. He alfumed the military command ; the 
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Barbarians fufpended their fury ; and whatever 
means he might employ , whatever conceflions he 
might be forced to make, the people enjoyed the 
benefits of adtual tranquillity. But the fate of 
Gaul depended on the Vifigoths; and the Roman 
general, lefs attentive to his dignity than to the 
public intereft , did not difdain to vifit Thouloufe 
in the character of an ambaflador. He was re- 
ceived with courteous hofpitality by Thcodoric, 
the king of the Goths; but while Avitus laid the 
foundations of a folid alliance with that powerful 
nation, he was aftonifhed by the intelligence , that 
the emperor Maximus was flain, and that Rome 
had been pillaged by the Vandals. A vacant 
throne, which he might afeend without guilt or 
danger, tempted his ambition”; and the Vifi- 
goths were eafily perfuaded to fupport his claim 
by their irrefiftible fuffrage. They loved the per- 
fon of Avitus; they refpedted his virtues; and 
they were not infenfible of the advantage , as well 
as honour , of giving an emperor to the Weft. 
The feafon was now approaching, in which the 
annual afiembly of the feven provinces was held 
at Arles; their deliberations might perhaps be in- 
fluenced by the prefence of Thcodoric, and his 
martial brother; but their choice would naturally 
incline to the moft illuftriousof their countrymen. 
Avitus, after a decent refiftance, accepted the 
Imperial diadem from the reprefentatives of Gaul; 
and his eleftion was ratified by the acclamations 
of the Barbarians and provincials. The formal 
confent of Marcian , emperor of the Eaft , was 
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folicited and obtained: but the fenate, Rome, and 
Italy, though humbled by their recent calamities, 
fubmitted with a fecret murmur to the prefumption 
of the Gallic ufurper. 

Theodoric, to whom Avitus was indebted for 
the purple , had acquired the Gothic feeptre by 
the murder of his elder brother Torifmond; and 
he juftified this atrocious deed by the defign 
which his predeceffor had formed of violating his 
alliance with the empire Such a crime might 
not be incompatible with the virtues of a Barba- 
rian , but the manners of Theodoric were gentle 
and humane; and pofterity may contemplate with- 
out terror the original pidture of a Gothicking, 
whom Sidonius had intimately obferved , in the 
hours of peace 'and of focial intercourfe. In an 
epiftle, dated from the court of Thouloufe , the 
orator fatisfies the curiofity of one of his friends , 
in the following defeription 17 : “ By the majefty 
v “ of his appearance. Theodoric would command 
“ the rcfpedl of thofe who are ignorant of his 
“ merit ; and although he is born a prince , his 
“ merit would dignify a private ftation. He is 
“ of a middle ftature , his body appears rather 
“ plump than fat , and in his well-proportioned 
“ limbs agility is united with mufcular ftrength 
“ If you examine his countenance, you will dif- 
“ tinguifh a high forehead , large fhaggy eye- 
“ brows, an aquiline nofe, thin lips, a regular 
“ fet of white teeth , and a fair connexion , that 
“ bluflies more frequently from modgfty than 
“ from anger. The ordinary diftribution of his 
Vol. VI. I 
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c H a p. “ time , as far as it is expofed to the public view, 
xxxvi. “ may be concifely reprefented. Before day- 
u break, he repairs, with a fmall train, to his 
“ domeftic chapel, where the fervice is performed 
“ by the Arian clergy; but thofe who prefume 
“ to interpret his fecret fentiments, confider this 
“ alfiduous devotion as the effect of habit and 
“ policy. The reft of the morning is employed in 
tc the adminiftration of his kingdom. His chair 
tc is furrounded by fome military officers of decent 
<£ afped and behaviour: the noify crowd of his 
“ Barbarian guards occupies the hall of audience; 
“ but they are not permitted to ftand within the 
tc veils or curtains , that conceal the council- 
" chamber from vulgar eyes. The ambaffadors of 
“ the nations are fucceffively introduced: Theo- 
w doric liftens with attention , anfwers them with 
** difereet brevity , and either announces or de- 
“ lays , according to the nature of their bufi- 
<l nefs , his final refolution. About eight ( the 
“ fecond hour) he rifes from his throne, and vifits, 
“ either his treafury, or his ftables. If he chufes 
a to hunt, or at leaft to exercife himfelf on horfe- 
<s back , his bow is carried by a favourite youth ; 
“ but when the game is marked, he bends it with 
“ his own hand, and feldom miffes the objed of 
w his aim: as a king, he difdains to bear arms 
in fuch ignoble warfare; but as a foldier, he 
" would blufti to accept any military fervice which 
« he could perform himfelf. , On common days , 
“ his dimyr is not different from the repaft of a 
“ private citizen ; but every Saturday many 
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* c honourable guefls are invited to the royal table, chap. 
“ which, on thefe occafions, is fcrved with the xxxvi. 
“ elegance of Greece , the plenty of Gaul, and 
“ the order and diligence of Italy The gold 
“ or filver plate is lefs remarkable for its weight , 

“ than for the brightncfs and curious workman- 
“ fhip : the tafte is gratified without the help of 
“ foreign and coffly luxury ; the fize and number 
cc of the cups of wine are regulated with a ftrict 
“ regard to the laws of temperance ; and the re- 
“ fpedtful filence that prevails, is interrupted only 
“ by grave and inftru&ive converfation. After 
“ dinner , Theodoric fometimes indulges himfelf 
“ in a fhort (lumber; and as foon as he wakes, he 
“ calls for the dice and tables , encourages his 
“ friends to forget the royal majefty , and is de- 
. cc lighted when they freely exjprefs the paflions, 

“ which are excited b^jthe iftcidents of play. At 
“ this game, which he loves as the image of war, 

“ he alternately difplays his eagernefs , his (kill , 

“ his patience , and his cheerful temper. If he 
“ lofes, he laughs: he is modeft and filent, if he 
“ wins. Yet , notwithftanding this feeming indif- 
“ ference, his courtiers chufe to folicit any fa- 
“ vour in the moments of vidtory; and I myfelf^ 

“ in my applications to the king, have derived 
“ fome benefit from my Ioffes lo . About the 
“ ninth hour (three o’clock) the tide of bufinefs 
“ again returns , and flows inceffantly till after 
u fun-fet, when the fignal of the royal fupper 
“ difmiffes the weary crowd of fuppliants and 
M pleaders. At tiie fupper , a more familiar 
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“ repaft, buffoons and pantomimes are fometimes 
“ introduced, to divert, not to offend, the company, 
“ by their ridiculous wit: but female fingers, and 
“ the foft effeminate modes of mufic , are feverely 
“ banilhed , and fuch martial tunes as animate the 
** foul to deeds of valour are alone grateful to the 
“ ear of Theodoric. He retires from table; and 
<c the no&urnal guards are immediately polled at 
“ the entrance of the treafury, the palace, and 
** the private apartments. ” 

When the king of the Vifigoths encouraged 
Avitus to alfume the purple , he offered his per- 
fon and his forces , as a faithful foldier of the re* 
public The exploits of r l heodoric foon con- 
vinced the world , that he had not degenerated 
from the warlike virtues of his anceftors. After 
the ellablilhment of the Goths in Aquitain , and 
the palfage of tRe’ Valais into Africa , the 
Suevi , who had fixed their kingdom in Gallicia , 
afpired to the conqueft of Spain, and threatened 
to extinguilh the feeble remains of the Roman 
dominion. The provincials of Carrhagena and 
Tarragona, affli&ed by an hollile invafion, repre- 
fented their injuries and their apprehenfions. 
Count Fronto was difpatched, in the name of the 
emperor Avitus , with advantageous offers of 
peace and alliance ; and Theodoric interpofed his 
■weighty mediation, to declare, that, unlefs his bro- 
ther-in-law, the king of the Suevi, immediately 
retired, he Ihould be obliged to arm in the caufe 
of juftice and of Rome. “ Tell him, ” replied 
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the haughty Rechiarius , “ that I defpife his friend- chap. 
£ ‘ fhip and his arms ; but that I fhall foon try , xxxvi. 

“ whether he will dare to expedt my arrival under 
“ the walls of Thouloufe. ” Such a challenge 
urged Theodoric to prevent the bold defigns of 
his enemy : he palled the Pyrenees at the head of 
the Vifigoths: the Franks and Burgundians ferved 
under his ftandard; and though he profelfed him- 
felf the dutiful fervant of Avitus , he privately 
ftipulated , for himfelf and his fucceffors, the ab- 
folute polfelTion of his Spanilh conquefts. The 
two armies, or rather the two nations, encoun- 
tered each other on the banks of the river Urbi- 
cus , about twelve miles from Aftorga; and the 
decifive vi&ory of the Goths appeared for a while 
to have extirpated the name and kingdom of the 
Suevi. From the field of battle Theodoric ad- 
vanced to Braga , their metropolis , which ftill re- 
tained the fplendid veftiges of its ancient com- 
merce and dignity **. His entrance was not pol- 
luted with blood , and the Goths refpeded the 
chaftity of their female captives , more efpecially 
of the confecrated virgins: but the greateft part 

of the clergy and people were made flaves, and 
even the churches and altars were confounded in 
the univerfal pillage. The unfortunate king of 
the Suevi had efcaped to one of the ports of the 
ocean; but the obftinacy of the winds oppofed his 
flight; 'he was delivered to his implacable rival; 
and Rechiarius , who neither defired nor expedted 
mercy, received, with manly conftancy , the death 
which he would probably have inflidted. After 
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this bloody facrifice to policy or refentment, 
Tbeodoric carried his vi&orious arms as far as 
IVIerida, the principal town ofLufitania, without 
meeting any refiftance, except from the miracu- 
lous powers of St. Eulalia; but he was flopped in 
the full career of fuccefs , and recalled from Spain, 
before he could provide for the fecurity of his 
conquefls. In his retreat towards the Pyrenees 
he revenged his difappointment on the country 
through which he paffed, and in the fack of Pol- 
lentia and Aflorga , he fliewed himfelf a faithlefs 
ally, as well as a cruel enemy. Whilfl the king 
of the Vifigoths fought and vanquished in the 
name of Avitus , the reign of Avitus had expired ; 
and both the honour and the interefl of Theodoric 
were deeply wounded by the difgrace of a friend , 
whom he had l'eated on the throne of the Weflern 
empire 

The prefling folicitations of the fenate and peo- 
ple, perfuaded the emperor Avitus to fix his refi- 
dcnce at Rome , and to accept the confulfhip for 
the enfuing year. On the firffc day of January, 
his fon-in- law, Sidonius Apollinaris, celebrated 
his praifes in a panegyric of fix hundred verfes; 
but this compofition , though it was rewarded with 
a brafs flatue **, feems to contain a very moderate 
proportion , either of genius or of truth. The 
poet, if we may degrade that facred name, exag- 
gerates the merit of a fovereign and a father; and 
his prophecy of a long and glorious reign was 
foon contradicted by the event. Avitus, at a time 
v/heu the Imperial dignity was reduced to 4 
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pre-eminence of toil and danger, indulged himfelf chap. 
in the pleafures of Italian luxury: age had not xxxvi. 
extinguilhed his amorous inclinations; and. he is 
accufed of infulting, with indifcreet and ungene- 
rous raillery, the. hufbands whofe wives he had 
feduced or violated 2! . But the Romans were not 
inclined, either to excufe his faults, or to ac- 
knowledge his virtues. The feveral parts of the 
empire became every day more alienated from 
each other; and the flranger of Gaul was the ob- 
jedt of popular hatred and contempt. The fenate 
aflertecl their legitimate claim in the election of 
an emperor; and their authority , which had been 
originally derived from the old conllitution, was 
again fortified by the actual weaknefs of a declin- 
ing monarchy. Yet even fuch a monarchy might 
have refilled the votes of an unarmed fenate, if 
their difeontent had not been fupported , or per- 
haps inflamed, by Count Ricimer, one of the 
principal commanders of the Barbarian troops, 
who formed the military defence of Italy. The 
daughter of Wallia, king of the Vifigoths, was 
the mother of Ricimer , but he was defeended , 
on the father’s fide , from the nation of the Suevi ’* : 
his pride , or patriotifm , might be exafperated by 
the misfortunes of his countrymen; and he obeyed, 
with reludtance, an emperor, in whofe elevation 
he had not been confulted. His faithful and im- 
portant fervices againft the common enemy, ren- 
dered him Itill more formidable 57 ; and, after de- 
Itroying , on the coalt of Corfica ,a fleet of Van- 
dals, which confifted of fixty gallies , Ricimer 
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c h a p. returned in triumph with the appellation oftheDe- 

xxxvi. liverer of Italy. He chofc that moment to fignify 
to Avitus, that his reign was at an end ; and the 
feeble emperor, at a diftance from his Gothic al- 
lies, was compelled , after a fhort and unavailing 
ftruggle, to abdicate the purple. By the cle- 
mency , however , or the contempt, of Ricimer **, 
he was permitted to defcend from the throne, to 
the more defirable ftation of bilhop of Placentia: 
but the refentment of the fenate was ftill unfatif- 
fied ; and their inflexible feverity pronounced the 
fentence of his death. He fled towards the Alps, 
with the humble hope, not of arming the Vifi- 
goths in his caufe, but of fecuring his perfon and 
treafures in the fandtuary of Julian, one of the 
tutelar faints of Auvergne **. Difeafe, or the 
hand of the executioner, arrcfted him on the road ; 
yet his remains were decently tranfported to Bri- 
vas, or Brioude, in his native province, and he 
repofed at the feet of his holy patron *®. Avitus 
left only one daughter, the wife of Sidonius 
Apollinaris, who inherited the patrimony of his 
father-in-law; lamenting, at the fame time, the 
difappointment of his public and private expec- 
tations. His refentment prompted him to join, 
or at lead to countenance, the naeafures of a 
rebellious fadtion in Gaul; and the poet had con- 
tracted fome guilt, which it was incumbent on 
him to expiate , by a new tribute of flattery to 
the fucceeding emperor 

ttnrafier The fucceflor of Avitus prefents the welcome 

and ei«- difcovery of a great and heroic character , fuch as 
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foraetimes arife in a degenerate age , to vindicate 
the honour of the human fpecies. The emperor 
Majorian has deferved the praifes of his contem- 
poraries, and of pofterity; and thefe praifes may 
be ftrongly expreffed in the words of a judicious 
and difinterefted hiftorian: “ That he was gentle 
“ to his fubjedls ; that he was terrible to his ene- 
ct mies; and that he excelled in every virtue, all 
<c his predeceffors who had reigned over the 
ce Romans *\ ” Such a teflimony may juftify at 
lead the panegyric of Sidonius; and we may 
acquiefce in the affycance , that , although the 
obfequious orator would have flattered, with equal 
zeal, the moft worthlefs of princes, the extraordi- 
nary merit of his obje& confined him , on this 
occafion , within the bounds of truth **. Majorian 
derived his name from his maternal grandfather, 
who, in the reign of the great Theodofius, had 
commanded the troops of the Illyrian frontier. 
He gave his daughter in marriage to the father 
of Majorian, a refpedable officer, wfio adminif- 
tercd the revenues of Gaul with fkill and inte- 
grity; and generoufly preferred the friendfhip of 
iEtius, to the tempting offers of an infidious 
court. His foil, the future emperor, who wa» 
educated in the profeflion of arms , difplayed , from 
bis early youth, intrepid courage, premature 
wifdom , and unbounded liberality in a fcanty 
fortune. He followed the dandard of iEtius, con- 
tributed to his fuccefs , fhared , and fometimes 
eclipfed , his glory, and at lad excited thejealoufy 
of the patrician, or rather of his wife, who forced 
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chap, him to retire from the fervice Majorian, after 
xxxvi. the death of iEtius , was recalled , and promoted ; 
and his intimate connexion with count Ricimer, 
was the immediate ftep by which he afcended the 
throne of the Weftern empire. During the va- 
cancy that fucceeded the abdication of Avitus, 
the ambitious Barbarian, whofe birth excluded 
him from the Imperial dignity , governed Italy, 
with the title of Patrician; refigned, to his friend, 
the confpicuous ftation of mailer -general of the 
cavalry and infantry; and, after an interval of 
fome months, confented to # the unanimous wilh 
of the Romans , whole favour Majorian had foli- 
cited by a recent vidlory over the Alemanni ”, 
He was invelled with the purple at Ravenna; 
and the epiftle which he addrelfed to the fenate, 
will bell defcribe his fituation and his fenth 
ments. “ Your eledlion , Confcript Fathers! and 
a the ordinance of the moll valiant army, have 
made me your emperor ", May the propitious 
“ Deity cfiredl and profper the counfels and 
u events of my adminiflration , to your advan- 
<£ tage , and to the public welfare! For my own 
ct part, I did not afpire, I have fubmitted , to 
w reign ; nor Ihould I have difcharged the obli- 
u gations of a citizen, if I had refufed, with 
ct bafe and felfilh ingratitude , to fupport the 
<c weight of thofe labours, which were impofed 
ct by the republic. Affifl, therefore, the prince 
cc whom you have made; partake the duties 
cc which you have enjoined ; and may our cora- 
K mon endeavours promote the liappinefs of an 
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** empire , which I have accepted from your c H i r. 

“ hands. Be allured, that, in our times, juftice xxxvi. 

“ lhall refume her ancient vigour, and that viitue 
tc lhall become not only innocent, but merito- 
“ rious. Let none , except the authors themfelves , 

‘ c be apprehenfive of delations 17 , which , as a 
“ fubjedt, I have always condemned, and, as a 
“ prince, will feverely punilh. Our own vigilance, 

,c and that of our father, the patrician Ricimer, 

“ (hall regulate all military affairs , and provide 
ft for the fafety of the Roman world , which we 
“ have hived from foreign and domeflic enemies 
<e You now underftand the maxims of my govern- 
** ment: you may confide in the faithful love 
and fincere affurances of a prince , who has 
< e formerly been the companion of your life and 
dangers ; who ftill glories in the name of fenat- 
“ or, and who is anxious, that youlhould never ^ #< 

“ repent of the judgment which you have pro- 
K nounced in his favolir. ” The emperor, who, 
amidft the ruins of the Roman world, revived the 
ancient language of law and liberty , which Trajan 
would not have difclaimed , muff have derived 
thofe generous fentiments from his own heart; 
fince they were not fuggefted to his imitation by 
the cuftoms of his age, or the example of his 
predeceffors ’\ 

The private and public adtions of Majorian are Hi? raiu- 
very imperfedtly lenown : but his laws , remarkable Ur A y '“ w$ * 
for an original caft of thought and expreflion, 457 — 4ct. 
faithfully reprefent the charadter of a fovereign, 

•who loved his people, who fympathized in their 
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e h*a i*. diftrefs , who had ftudied the caufes of the decline 
xxxvl of the empire, and who was capable of applying, 
( as far as fuch reformation was practicable) ju- 
dicious and effectual remedies to the public 
diforders 4 *. His regulations concerning the finan- 
ces manifeftly tended to remove , or at leaft to 
mitigate, the mod intolerable grievances. I. From 
the firft hour of his reign, he was felicitous 
{ I tranfiate his own words ) to relieve the weary. 
fortunes of the provincials, oppreffed by the ac- 
cumulated weight of indSClions and fupcrindic- 
tions 4 '. With this view, he granted an univerfal 
amnefty, a final and abfolute difeharge of all 
arrears of tribute, of all debts, which, under any 
pretence, the fifeal officers might demand from 
the people. This wife dereliction of obfolete, 
vexatious, and unprofitable claims , improved 
and purified the fources of the public revenue ; 
and the fubjeCf , who could now look back 
without defpair, might labour with hope and 
gratitude for himfelf and for his country. II. In 
the affeffment and collection of taxes Majorian 
reftored the ordinary jurifdiCtion of the provincial 
magiflrates ; and fuppreffed the extraordinary com- 
miflions which had been introduced , in the name 
of the emperor himfelf, or of the Praetorian prae- 
feCts. The favourite fervants , who obtained fuch 
irregular powers, v/ere infolent in their behaviour 
and arbitrary in their demands: they affeCted to 
defpife the fubordinate tribunals , and they were 
difeontented , if their fees and profits did not 
twice exceed the fum which they condefcendcd 
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to pay into the trfeafury. One indance of their 
extortion would appear incredible , were it not 
authenticated by the legiflator himfelf. They ex- 
aded the whole payment in gold : but they refufed 
the current coin of the empire, and would accept 
only fuch ancient pieces as were damped with 
the names of Faudina or the Antonines. The 
fubjed , who was unprovided with thcfe curious 
medals , had recourfe to the expedient of com- 
pounding with their rapacious demands ; or , if 
he fucceeded in the refearch , his impofition was 
doubled , according to the weight and value of 
the money of former times 4 *. III. “ The muni- 
** cipal corporations (fays the emperor), the lefler 
“ fenates (fo antiquity has judly dyled them), 
** deferve to be confidered as the heart of the 
“ cities , and the finews of the republic. And 
“ yet fo low are they now reduced, by the injud- 
“ ice of magidrates, and the venality of colled- 
** ors, that many of their members, renouncing 
u their dignity and their country , have taken 
“ refuge in didant and obfcure exile. ” He urges, 
and even compels , their return to their refpec- 
tive cities; but he removes the grievance which 
had forced them to defert the exercife of their 
municipal fundions. They are direded, under 
the authority of the provincial magidrates , to 
refume their office of levying the tribute; but, 
indead of being made refponfible for the whole 
fum afTeffed on their didrid, they are only required 
to produce a regular account of the payments 
which they have adually received , and of the 
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c hap. defaulters who are ffill indebted to the public, 
xxxvi. IV. But Majorian was'not ignorant, that thefe 
i corporate bodies were too much inclined to reta- 
liate the injuftice and oppfeflion which they had 
fuffered; and he therefore revives the ufeful office 
of the defenders of cities. He exhorts the people to 
eledt , in a full and free alTembly , fome man of 
difcretion and integrity , who would dare to 
a/fert their privileges , to reprefent their griev- 
ances , to protect the poor from the tyranny of 
• the rich , and to inform the emperor of the abufes 
that were committed under the fandfion of his 
name and authority. 

Tiiecdi- The fpedator, who calls a mournful view over 
Rom° f die ru ' ns ancient Rome, is tempted to accufe 
the memory of the Goths and Vandals, for the 
mifchief which they had neither leifure , nor 
power, nor perhaps inclination, to perpetrate. The 
temped of war might ftrike fome lofty turrets to 
the ground; but the dellrudlion which undermined 
the foundations of thole malTy fabrics , was pro- 
fecuted , flowly and filently , during a period of 
ten centuries; and the motives of intereft, that 
afterwards operated without lhame or controul , 
were feverely checked by the talfe and fpirit of 
the emperor Majorian. The decay of the city had 
gradually impaired the value of the public works. 
The circus and theatres might lliil excite, but 
they fcldom gratified , the defires of the people : 
the temples, which had efcaped the zeal of the 
Chrillians , were no longer inhabited either by 
gods or men : the diminilhed crowds of the 


Digitized by Google 



OI? THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


143 


# 

Romans were loft in the immenfe fpace of their 
baths and porticoes; and the ftately libraries and 
halls of juftice became ufelefs to an indolent 
generation , whofe repofe was feldom diftnrbed , 
either by ftudy , or bufinefs. ,1 he monuments 
of confular , or Imperial , greatnefs were no 
longer revered ^ as the immortal glory of the 
capital; they were only efteemed as an inexhauft- 
ible mine of materials , cheaper , and more 
convenient , than the diftant quarry. Specious 
petitions were continually addrefied to the cafy 
magiftrates of Rome , which ftated the want of 
ftones or bricks for fome neceffary fervice : the 
faireft forms of archite&ure were rudely defaced 
for the fake of fome paltry, or pretended, repairs; 
and the degenerate Romans , who converted the 
fpoil to their own emolument, demolilhed , with 
facrilegious hands , the labours of their anceftors. 
IVlajorian , who had often fighed over the defolia- 
tion of the city , applied a fevere remedy to the 
growing evil 4I . He referved to the prince and 
fenate the foie cognifance of the extreme cafes which 
might juftify the deftru&ion of an ancient edifice; 
impofed a fine of fifty pounds of gold ( two 
thoufand pounds fterling ) , on every magiflrate , 
who fhould prefume to grant fuch illegal and 
fcandalous licence ; and threatened to chaftife the 
criminal obedience of their fubordinate officers , 
by a fevere whipping , and the amputation of 
both their hands. In the laft inftance, the legif- 
lator might feem to forget the proportion of guilt 
and punilhment ; but his zeal arofe from a 
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generous principle , and Majorian was anxious 
to protedl the monuments of thofe ages in which 
he would have defired and deferved to live. The 
emperor conceived , that it was his intered to 
increafe the number of his fubjedts ; that it was 
his duty to guard the purity of the marriage-bed : 
but the means which he employed to accomplilh 
thefc falutary purpofes , are of an ambiguous , 
and perhaps exceptionable, kind. The pious maids, 
who confecrated their virginity to Chrid, were 
redrained from Jtaking the veil , till they had 
reached their fortieth year. Widows under that 
age were compelled to form a fecond alliance 
within the term of five years , by the forfeiture 
of half their wealth to their neared relations, or 
to the date. Unequal marriages were condemned 
or annulled. The punilliment of confifcation and 
exile was deemed fo inadequate to the guilt of 
adultery, that, if the criminal returned to Italy, 
he might, by the exprefs declaration of Majorian, 
be flam with impunity ,4 . 

While the emperor Majorian adiduoufly la- 
boured to redore the happinefs and virtue of the 
Romans , he encountered the arms of Genferic 

. . . . 9 

from his charadter and fituation, their mod formi- 
dable enemy. A fleet ofVandals and Moors landed 
at the mouth of the Liris, or Garigliano: but the 
Imperial troops furprifed and attacked the difor- 
derly Barbarians, who were encumbered with the 
fpoils of Campania ; they were chafed with 
daughter to their Ihips , and their leader , the 
king’s brother •in-law, was found in the number 

of 
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of the flain *\ Such vigilance might announce c H a p. 
the charader of the new reign ; but the ftri^teft xxxvl. 
vigilance , and the moft numerous forces , were 
infufficient to protect the long - extended coaft 
of Italy , from the depredations of a naval war. 

The public opinion had impofed a nobler and 
more arduous talk on the genius of Majorian. 

Rome expeded from him alone the reftitutiorv 
of Africa; and the delign , which he formed, 
of attacking the Vandals in their new fettle- 
ments , was the refult of bold and judicious po- 
licy. If the intrepid emperor could have infufed 
his own fpirit into the youth of Italy; if he could 
have revived, in the Held of Mars, the manly 
exercifes in which he had always furpafled his 
equals; he might have marched againft Genferic 
at the head of a Roman army. Such a reforma- 
tion of national manners might be embraced by 
the riling generation ; but it is the misfortune of 
thofe princes who laborioufly fuftain a declining 
monarchy, that, to obtain fome immediate ad- 
vantage , or to avert fome impending danger, 
they are forced to countenance, and even to mul- 
tiply , the moft pernicious abufes. Majorian , 
like the weakeft of his predeceffors , was reduced 
to the difgraccful expedient of fubftituting Bar- 
barian auxiliaries in the place of his unwarlike 
fubjeds: and his fuperior abilities could only be 
difplayed in the vigour and dexterity with which 
he wielded a dangerous inltrument , fo apt to 
recoil on the hand that ufed it. Betides the con- 
federates, who were already engaged in the fervice 
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of the empire , the fame of his liberality and 
valour attraded the nations of the Danube , the 
Boryfthenes , and perhaps of the Tanais. Many 
thoufands of the bravell fubjeds of Attila, the 
Gepidac, the Oftrogoths, the Rugians , the Bur- 
gundians, the Suevi, the Alani , aflembled in the 
plains of Liguria ; and their formidable ftrength 
was balanced by their mutual animofities 4 *. They 
palled the Alps in a fevere winter. The emperor 
led the way, on foot, and in complete armour; 
founding , with his long ftaff , the depth of the 
ice, or fnow , and encouraging the Scythians , 
who complained of the extreme cold , by the 
cheerful afTurance , that they Ihould be fatisfied 
with the heat of Africa. The citizens of Lyons 
had prefumed to Ihut their gates : they foon im- 
plored , and experienced ,J:he clemency of Majo- 
rian. He vanquilhed Theodoric in the field ; 
and admitted to his friendfiiip and alliance , a 
king whom he had found not unworthy of his 
arms. The beneficial , though precarious , re- 
union of the greateft part of Gaul and Spain , was 
the effedt of perfuafion , as well as of force 47 ; 
and the independent Bagaudx, who had efcaped, 
or refilled, the oppreflfion of former reigns, were 
difpofed to confide in the virtues of Majorian. 
His camp was filled with Barbarian allies ; his 
throne was fupported by the zeal of an affe&ionate 
people ; but the emperor had forei'een , that it ' 
was impoffible , without a maritime power , to 
atchicve the conqtiell of Africa. In the firft Punic 
war , the republic had exerted fuch incredible 
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diligence, that, within fixty days after the firft 
ftroke of the axe had been given in the foreft , 
a fleet of one hundred and fixty gallies proudly 
rode at anchor in the fea 4 *. Under circumftances 
much lefs favourable , Majorian equalled the 
■fpirit and perfeverance of the ancient Romans. 
The woods of the Apennine were felled ; the 
,arfenals and manufactures of Ravenna and Mife- 
num were reftored ; Italy and Gaul vied with 
each other in liberal contributions to the public 
fervice; and the Imperial navy of three hundred 
large gallies , with an adequate proportion of 
tranfports and fmaller veflels , was collected in 
the fecure and capacious harbour qf Carthagena 
in Spain The intrepid countenance of Ma- 
jorian animated his- troops with a confidence of 
victory ; and if we might credit the hiftorian 
Procopius , his courage fometimes hurried him 
beyond the bounds of prudence. Anxious to 
explore, with his own eyes, the ftate of the Van- 
dals, he ventured, after difguifing the colour of 
his hair , to vifit Carthage , in the character of 
his own ambaflador : and Genferic was after- 
wards mortified by the difcovery , that he had 
entertained and difmiffed the emperor of the 
Romans. Such an anecdote may be rejected as 
an improbable fiction ; but it is a fiction which 
would not have been imagined , unlefs in the 
life of a hero ! \ 

Without the help of a perfonal interview, Gen- 
feric was fufliciently acquainted with the genius 
and defigns of his advcrfary. He praCtifed his 
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cuftomary arts of fraud and delay, but he prac- 
tifed them without fuccefs. His applications for 
peace became each hour more fubmillive , and 
perhaps more fincere; but the inflexible Majorian 
had adopted the ancient maxim, that Rome could 
not be fafe, as long as Carthage exifted in a 
hoftile ftate. The king of the Vandals diftrufted 
the valour of his native fubjedts, who were ener-, 
vated by the luxury of the South”; he fufpetted 
the fidelity of the vanquifhed people, who ab- 
horred him as an Arian tyrant ; and the defperate 
meafure , which he executed , of reducing Mau- 
ritania into a defert ” , could not defeat the 
operations of the Roman emperor , who was at 
liberty to land his troops on any part of the Afri- 
can coaft. But Genferic vras faved from im- 
pending and inevitable ruin , by the treachery ‘of 
fome powerful fubjedts ; envious , or apprehen- 
five , of their mafter’s fuccefs. Guided by their 
fecret intelligence , he furprifed the unguarded 
fleet in the bay of Carthagena: many of the Ihips 
were funk, or taken , or burnt; and the prepa- 
rations of three years were deftroyed in a fingle 
day After this event, the behaviour of the 
two antagonifts Ihewed them fuperior to their 
fortune. The Vandal, inflead of being elated by 
this accidental victory , immediately renewed his 
folicitations for peace. The emperor of the Weft, 
who was capable of forming great defigns , and of 
fupporting heavy difappointments , confented to 
a treaty, or rather to a fufpenfion of arms; in the 
full afforance that, before he could reftore .his 
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ntivy, he fhould be fupplied with provocations to 
jultify a fecond war. Majorian returned to Italy, 
to profecute his labours lor the public happinefs ; 
and, as he was confcious of his own integrity, he 
might long remain ignorant of the dark confpiracy 
which threatened his throne and his life. The 
recent misfortune of Carthagena -fullied the glory 
which had dazzled the eyes of the multitude : 
almoft every defcription of civil and military 
officers were exafperated againft the Reformer, 
fince they all derived Come advantage from the 
abufes which he endeavoured to fupprefs; and the 
patrician Ricimcr impelled the inconftant paflions 
of the Barbarians againft a prince whom he 
efteemed and hated. The virtues of Majorian 
could not protect him from the impetuous fedition, 
which broke out in the camp near Tortona, at 
the foot of the Alps. He was compelled to abdicate 
the Imperial purple: five days after his abdica- 
tion, it was reported that he died of a dyfentcry **; 
and the humble tomb, which covered his remains, 
was confecrated by the refpeCl and gratitude of 
fuceeeding generations The private character 
of Majorian infpired love and refpeCl. Malicious, 
calumny and fatire excited his indignation , or ,. 
if he himfelf were the object, his contempt: but 
be protected the freedom of wit , and in the- 
hours which the emperor gave to the familiar 
fociety of his friends, he could indulge his tafte 
for pleafantry , without degrading the majefty of 
his rank “. 
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It was not perhaps without fome regret, that 
Ricimcr facrificed his friend to the intereft of his 
ambition: but he refolved, in a fecond choice, to 
avoid the imprudent preference of fuperior virtue 
and merit. At his command, the obfequious fenate 
of Rome bellowed the Imperial title on Libius 
Severus, who afcended the throne of the Weft 
without emerging from the obfcurity of a private 
condition. Hiftory has fcarcely deigned to notice 
his birth, his elevation, his character, or his death. 
Severus expired, as foon as his life became incon- 
venient to his patron 17 ; and it would be ufelefs 
to diferiminate his nominal reign in the vacant 
interval of fix years , between the death of 
Majorian, and the elevation of Anthemius. During 
that period the government was in the hands of 
Ricimer alone ; and although the modeft Barbarian 
difclaimed the name of king , he accumulated 
treafures , formed a feparate army, negociated 
private alliances, and ruled Italy with the fame 
independent and defpotic authority, which was 
afterwards exercifed by Odoacer and Theodoric. 
But his dominions were bounded by the Alps; 
and two Roman generals, IVlarcellinus and JEgidius, 
maintained their allegiance to the Republic , by 
rejecting, with difdain, the phantom which he 
ftyled an emperor. IVlarcellinus ftill adhered to 
the old religion ; and the devout Pagans; who 
fecretly difobeyed the laws of the church and 
flate, applauded his profound fkill in the fcience 
of divination. But he pollened the more valuable 
qualifications of learning, virtue, and courage ’* ; 
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the ftudy of the Latin literature had improved his 
tafte ; and his military talents had recommended 
him to the efteem and confidence of the great 
JEtius , in whofe ruin he was involved. By a 
timely flight , Marcellinus efcaped the rage of 
Valentinian, and boldly afferted his liberty amidft 
the convulfions of the Weftern empire. His volun- 
tary, or relu&ant, fubmiflion, to the authority 
of Majorian , was rewarded by the government 
of Sicily, and the command of an army, ftationed 
in that ifland to oppofe , or to attack , the 
Vandals ; but his Barbarian mercenaries , after 
the emperor’s death , were tempted to revolt by 
the artful liberality of Ricimer. At the head 
of a band of faithful followers , the intrepid 
Marcellinus occupied the province of Dalmatia, 
a {Turned the title of patrician of the Weft, 
fecured the love of his fubjedts by a mild and 
equitable reign , built a fleet , which claimed 
the dominion of the Hadriatic , and alternately 
alarmed the coafts of Italy and of Africa **. 
./Egidius , the mafter - general of Gaul , who 
equalled , or at leaft who imitated , the heroes of 
ancient Rome , proclaimed his immortal refent- 
ment againft the aflaflins of his beloved mafter. 
A brave and numerous army was attached to 
his ftandard ; and, though he was prevented by 
the arts of Ricimer, and the arms of the Vifigoths, 
from marching to the gates of Rome , he main- 
tained his independent fovereignty beyond the 
Alps, and rendered the name of iEgidius refpedt- 
able both in peace and war. The Franks , who. 
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had punifhed with exile the youthful follies of 
Childeric, eledled the Roman general for their 
king; his vanity, rather, than his ambition, was 
gratified by that fingular honour; and when the 
nation, at the end of four years, repented of the 
injury which they had offered to the Merovingian 
family, he patiently acquiefced in the reftoration 
of the lawful prince. The authority of iEgidius 
ended only with his life ; and the fufpicions of 
poifon and fecret violence, which derived fome 
countenance from the charadler of Ricimer, were 
eagerly entertained by the paflionate credulity of 
the Gauls 

The kingdom of Italy, a name to which the 
Weftern empire was gradually reduced , was 
afflicted , under the reign of Ricimer , by the 
inceflant depredations of the Vandal pirates **. 
In the fpring of each year , they equipped a 
formidable navy in the port of Carthage ; and 
Genferic himfelf, though in a very advanced age , 
ftill commanded in perfon the molt important 
expeditions. His defigns were concealed with 
impenetrable fecrecy , till the moment that he 
hoifted fail. When he was afleed by his pilot, 
what courfe he fhould ftedr ; ** Leave the deter- 
“ mination to the winds (replied the Barbarian, 
“ with pious arrogance ) ; they will tranfport us 
“ to the guilty coaft , whole inhabitants have 
*' provoked the divine juflice: ” but if Genferic 
himfelf deigned to iflue more precife orders, he 
judged the mod wealthy to be the molt criminal. 
The Vandals repeatedly vifited the coaffs of 
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Spain, Liguria, Tufcany, Campania, Lilcania, 
jBruttium , Apulia, Calabria, Venetia, Dalmatia, 
Epirus, Greece, and Sicily; they were tempted 
to fubdue the ifland of Sardinia, fo advantageoufly 
placed in the centre of the Mediterranean ; and 
their arms fpread defoladon , or terror , from the 
columns of Hercules to the mouth of the Nile. 
As they were more ambitious of fpoil than of 
glory, they feldom attacked any fortified cities, 
or engaged any regular troops in the open field. 
But the celerity of their motions enabled them , 
almoft at the fame time, to threaten and to attack 
the mod diflant objects , which attracted their 
defires, and as they always embarked a fufficient 
number of horfes, they had no fooner landed, 
than they fwept the difmayed country with a 
body of light cavalry. Yet, notwithflanding the 
example of their king, the native Vandals and 
Alani infenGbly declined this toilfomc and perilous 
warfare; the hardy generation of the firft conquer- 
ors was almoft extinguifhed , and their Tons, who 
were born in Africa, enjoyed the delicious baths 
and gardens which had been acquired by the 
valour of their fathers. Their place was readily 
fupplied by a various multitude of Moors and 
Romans , of captives and outlaws ; and thofe 
defperate wretches , who had already violated 
the laws of their country \ were the mod eager 
to prom’ote the atrocious ads which difgrace the 
vidories of Genferic. In the treatment pf his 
unhappy prifoners , he fometimes confulted his 
avarice , and fometimes indulged his cruelty; 


CHAP. 

-Xxxvi 


Digitized by Google 



154 THE DECLINE AND FALL 


Chap, and the maffacre of five hundred noble citizens 
xxxvi. of Zant or Zacynthus , whofe mangled bodies he 
caft into the Ionian fea, was [imputed, by the 
public indignation, to his lateft pofterity. 

Negotiations Such crimes could not be excufed by any 
Eafternem- provocations; but the war, which the king of 
pite. the Vandals profecuted again!! the Roman empire, 
&c. D 462 was juftified by a fpecious and reafonable motive. 

The widow of Valentinian, Eudoxia , whom he 
had led captive from Rome to Carthage, was the 
foie heirefs of the Theodofian houfe ; her elder 
, daughter, Eudocia became the reludant wife of 
. Hunneric, his eldeft fon; and the ftern father , 
averting a legal claim, which could not eafily be 
refuted or fatisfied , demanded a juft proportion 
of the Imperial patrimony. An adequate, or at 
leaft a valuable , compenfation , was offered by 
the Faftern emperor, to purchafe a neceffary peace. 
Eudoxia and her younger daughter , Placidia, 
were honourably reftored, land the fury of the 
Vandals was confined to the limits of the W eftern 
empire. The Italians , deftitute of a naval force, 
which alone was capable of proteding their 
coafts , implored the aid of the more fortunate 
nations of the Iiaft; who had formerly acknow- 
ledged , in peace and war , the fupremacy of 
Rome. But the perpetual divifion of the two 
empires had alienated their intereft and their 
inclinations ; the faith of a recent treaty was 
alleged; and the Weftern Romans, inftead of 
arms and (hips , could only obtain the affiftance 
of a cold and ineffedual mediation. The haughty 
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Ricimer, who had long ftrugglcd with the diffi- 
culties of his fituation , was at length reduced 
to addrefs the throne of Conftantinople, in the 
humble language of a fubjed; and Italy fubmitted, 
as the price and fecurity of the alliance, to accept 
a mafler from the choice of the emperor of the 
Eaft *\ It is not the purpofe of the prefent 
chapter , or even of the prefent volume , to 
continue the diftind feries of the Byzantine hiftory; 
but a concife view of the reign and character of 
the emperor Leo, may explain the laft efforts 
that were attempted to fave the falling empire of 
the Weft 

Since the death of the younger Theodofius , the 
domeftic repofe of Conftantinople had never been 
interrupted by war or fadion. Pulcheria had 
beftowed her hand , and the feeptre of the Eaft, 
on the modeft virtue of Marcian : he gratefully 
reverenced her auguft rank and virgin chaftity; 
and , after her death , he gave his people the 
example of the religious worfhip, that was due 
to the memory of the Imperial faint Attentive 
to the profperity of his own dominions, Marcian 
feemed to behold, with indifference, the misfor- 
tunes of Rome; and the obftinate refufal of a 
brave and adive prince, to draw his fword againft 
the Vandals, was aferibed to a fecrct promife, 
which hr* 1 , formerly been exaded from him when 
he was a captive in the power of Genferic 
The death of Marcian , after a reign of feven 
years , would have expofed the Eaft to the 
•danger of a popular cledion ; if the fuperior 
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e h a p. weight of a (ingle family, had not been able to 
xxxvi. incline the balance in favour of the candidate 
whofe intereft they fupported. The patrician 
Afpar might have placed the diadem on his own 
head ; if he would have fubfcribed the Nicene 
creed ‘ 7 . During three generations , the armies 
of the Eafl were fucceflively commanded by his 
father, by liimfelf, and by his fon Ardaburius : 
his Barbarian guards formed a military force 
that overawed the palace and the capital ; and 
the liberal diflribution of his immenfe treafures, 
rendered Afpar as popular, as he was powerful. 
He recommended the obfcure name of Leo of 
Thrace, a military tribune, and the principal 
fteward of his houfehold. His nomination was 
• unanimoufly ratified by the fcnate; and the fervant 
of Afpar received the Imperial crown from the 
hands of the patriarch , or bifiiop , who was 
permitted to exprefs, by this unufual ceremony, 
the fuffrage of the Deity This emperor , the 
firft of the name of Leo , has been diflinguilhed 
by the title of the Great ,• from a fucceflion of 
princes, who gradually fixed, in the opinion of 
the Greeks, a very humble (landard of heroic, or 
at leaft of royal , perfection. Yet the temp'erate 
firmnefs with which Leo refilled the oppreflion 
of his benefactor, (hewed that he was confcious 
of his duty and of his prerogative. Afpar jvas afto- 
nifhed to find that his influence could no longer 
appoint a prxfedt of Conftantinople ; he prefurned 
to reproach his fovereign with a breach of 
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promife, and infolently (baking his purple , “It 
u is not proper (laid he), that the man who is 
“ inverted with this garment, (hould be guilty 
“ of lying. ” “ Nor is it proper {replied Leo*), 

ct that a prince fhould be compelled to refign 
“ his own judgment, and the public intereft, to 
“ the will of a fubjetft *\ ” After this extraor- 
dinary fcene, it was impoflible that the reconci- 
liation of the emperor and the patrician could 
be fincere; or, at Jeaft,' that it could be folid and 
permanent. An army of Ifaurians 7 ° was fecretly 
levied, and introduced into Conftantinople ; and 
while Leo undermined the authority , and pre- 
pared the difgrace , of the family of Afpar, his 
mild and cautious behaviour reftrained them 
from any ralh and defperate attempts , which 
might have been fatal to themfelves , or their 
enemies. The meafures of peace and war were 
affedled by this internal revolution. As long as 
Afpar degraded the majefty of the throne , the 
fecret correfpondence of religion and intereft en- 
gaged him to favour the caufe of Genferic. When 
Leo had delivered himfelf from that ignominious 
fervitude , he liftened to the complaints of the 
Italians ; refolved to extirpate the tyranny of the 
Vandals; and declared his alliance with his col- 
league, Anthemius, whom he folemnly inverted 
with the diadem and purple of the Weft. 

The virtues of Anthemius have perhaps been 
magnified, fince the Imperial defeent, which he 
could only deduce from the ufurper Procopius, 
has been fwelied into a line of emperors 7I . But 
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the merit of his immediate parents, their honours, 
and their riches, rendered Anthemius one of the 
moft iliuflrious fubjeds of the Eaft. His father, 
Procopius , obtained , after his Perfian embafly, 
the rank of general and patrician ; and the name 
of Anthemius was derived from his maternal 
grandfather*, the celebrated praefed , who pro- 
tected, with fo much ability and fuccefs, the in- 
fant reign of Theodofius. The grandfon of the 
praefed was raifed above the condition of a pri- 
vate fubjcd, by his marriage with Euphcmia, the 
daughter of the emperor Marcian. This fplen- 
did alliance, which might fuperfedc the necellity 
of merit, haftcned the promotion of Anthemius 
to the fucceffive dignities, of count, of mafter- 
general , of conful , and of patrician ; and his 
merit or fortune claimed the honours of a vidory, 
which was obtained on the banks of the Danube, 
over the Huns. Without indulging an extrava- 
gant ambition, the fon-in-law of Marcian might 
hope to be his fucceflor; but Anthemius fupported 
the difappointment with courage and patience; 
and his fubfequent elevation was univerfally ap- 
proved by the public, who efteemed him worthy 
to reign, till he afcended the throne 7 \ The em- 
peror of the Weft marched from Conftantinople , 
attended by feveral counts of high diftindion, 
and a body of guards , almoft equal to the 
llrength and numbers of a regular army: he en- 
tered Rome in triumph , and the choice of Leo 
was confirmed by the fenate , the people , and the 
Barbarian confederates of Italy 7i . The folemr» 
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inauguration of Artthemius was followed by the 
nuptials of his daughter and the patrician Rici- 
mer; a fortunate event which was confidered as 
the firmed fecurity of the union and happinefs of 
the date. The wealth of two empires was oden- 
tatioufly difplayed; and many fenators completed 
their ruin by an expenfive effort to difguife their 
poverty. All ferious bufinefs was fufpended du- 
ring this fedival ; the courts of judice were fhut ; 
the dreets of Rome , the theatres , the places of 
public and private refort, refounded with hyme- 
naeal fongs and dances ; and the royal bride , 
clothed in filken robes , with a crown on her 
head, was conducted to the palace of Ricimer, 
who had changed his military drefs for the habit 
of a conful and a fenator. On this memorable 
occafion, Sidonius, whofe early ambition had been 
fo fatally bladed , appeared as the orator of Au- 
vergne, among the provincial deputies who ad- 
dreffed the throne with congratulations or com- 
plaints 7 *. The calends of January were now ap- 
proaching, and the venal poet, who had loved 
Avitus , and efteemed Majorian , was perfuaded 
by his friends , to celebrate , in heroic verfe , the 
merit, the felicity, the fecond confullhip, and 
the future triumphs of the emperor Anthemius. 
Sidonius pronounced, with affurance and fuccefs, 
a panegyric which is (till extant; and whatever 
might be the imperfections, either of the fubjeCt 
or of the coflipofition , the welcome flatterer was 
immediately regarded with the prefecture of 
Rome; a dignity which placed him among the 
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illuftrious perfonages of the empire, tiH he wifely 
preferred the more refpedable charader of a bifhop 
and a faint 7 \ 

The Greeks ambitioufly commend the piety 
and catholic faith of the emperor whom they gave 
to the Weft; nor do they forget to obferve , that 
when he left Conftantinople , he converted his pa- 
lace into the pious foundation of a public bath , 
a church', and an hofpital for old men 7 *. Yet 
fome fufpicious appearances are found to fully the 
theological fame of Anthemius. From the con- 
verfation of Philotheus , a Macedonian fedary, he 
had imbibed the fpirit of religious toleration ; 
and the Heretics of Rome would have affembled 
with impunity , if the bold and vehement cenfure 
which pope Hilary pronounced in the church of 
St. Peter, had not obliged him to abjure the un- 
popular indulgence 77 . Even the Pagans, a feeble 
and obfcure remnant, conceived fome vain hopes 
from the indifference, or partiality, of Anthe- 
mius ; and his fingular friendfliip for the philo- 
fopher Severus, whom he promoted to the con- 
fulfhip, was afcribed to a fecret projed, of reviv- 
ing the ancient worlhip of the Gods 7 *. Thefe 
idols were crumbled into duft : and the mytho- 
logy which had once been the creed of nations , 
was fo unlverfally disbelieved, that it might be em- 
ployed without fcandal , or at leaft without fufpi- 
cion, by Chriftian poets 7 '. Yet the veftiges of 
fuperltition were not abfolutely olfliterated , and 
the feftival of the Lupercalia, %hofe origin had 
preceded the foundation of Rome , was ftill 

celebrated 
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celebrated under the reign of Anthemius. The 
favage and fimple rites were expreflive of an early 
ftate of fociety before the invention of arts and 
agriculture. The ruftic deities who prefided over 
the toils and pleafures of the paftorab life ■, Pan ■, 
Faunus s and their train of fatyrs , were fuch as 
the fancy of Ihepherds might create, fportive* 
petulant , and lafcivious ; whofe power was li- 
mited j and whofe malice was inoffenfive. A 
goat was the offering the beft adapted to their 
character., and ’attributes ; the flefh of the vidtim 
was roafted on willow fpits; and the riotous 
youths, who crowded to the feaft, ran naked 
about the fields' , with leather thongs in their 
hands, communicating, as it was fuppofed, the 
blelfing of fecundity to the women whom they 
touched '*4 The altar of Pan was eredted , per- 
haps by Evander the Arcadian , in a dark recefs 
in the fide of the Palatine - hill , watered by a 
perpetual fountain , and fliaded bv an hanging 
grove. A tradition that , in the fame place, 
Romulus and Remus were fuckled by the wolf, 
rendered it Hill more facred and venerable in the 
eyes of the Rorrians ; and this fylvan fpot was 
gradually furrouuded by the (lately edifices of the 
Forum* ' . After the converfion of the Imperial 
city , the Chriftians Hill continued , in the month 
of February , the annual celebration of the Lu« 
percalia; to which they afcribed a fecret and 
myfferious influence on the genial powers of the 
animal and vetegable world. The bilhops of 
Rome were felicitous to abolilh a profane 
VoL VI. L 
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cuftom, fo repugnant to the fpirit of Chriftianity ; 
but their zeal was not fupported by the authority 
of the civil magiftratc : the inveterate abufe fub- 

fifted till the end of the fifth century , and pope 
Gelafius , who purified the capital from the laft 
ftain of idolatry , appealed , by a formal apology , 
the murmurs of the fenate and people **. 

In all his public declarations, the emperor Leo 
afiumes the authority, and profeffes the affe&ion , 
of a father, for his fon Anthemius, with whom he 
had divided the adminiftration of the uoiverfe *■ . 
The fituation , and perhaps the character , of Leo , 
dilfuaded him from expofing his perfon to the toils 
and dangers of an African war. But the powers 
of the Eaftern empire were ftrenuoufly exerted to 
deliver Italy and the Mediterranean from the Van- 
dals; and Genferic, who had fo long opprefled 
both the land and fea, was threatened from every 
fide with a formidable invafion. The campaign 
was opened by a bold and fuccefsful enterprife of 
the praefed Ileraclius *\ The troops of Egypt, 
Thebais, and Libya , were embarked under his 
command : and the Arabs , with a train of horfes 
and camels , opened the roads of the defert. He- 
raclius landed on the coall of Tripoli , furprifed 
and fubdued the cities of that province, and pre- 
pared, by a laborious march, which Cato had for- 
merly executed", to join the Imperial army under 
the walls of Carthage. The intelligence of this 
lofs extorted from Genferic fome infidious and 
ineffddual propofitions of peace; but he was Bill 
more ferioufiy alarmed by the reconciliation of 
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JMarcellinus with the two empires. The inde- chap. 
pendent patrician had been perfuaded to acknow- XXXVI * 
ledge the legitimate title of Anthemius, whom he 
accompanied in his journey to Rome ; the Dal- 
matian fleet was received into the harbours of 
Italy; the a&ive valour of Marcellinus expelled 
the Vandals from the ifland of Sardinia; and the 
languid efforts of the Weft; added fome weight to 
the immenfe preparations of the Eaftern Romans. 

The expence of the naval armament, which Leo 
fent againft the Vandals, has been diftin&ly afcer- 
tained ; and the curious and inftrudtive account 
difplays the wealth of the declining empire. The 
royal demefnes, or private patrimony of the prince, 
fuppliedfeventeen thoufand pounds of gold; forty- 
feven thoufand pounds of gold , and feven hun- 
dred thoufand of filver, were levied and paid into 
the treafury by the Prxtorian prxfedts. But the 
sides were reduced to extreme poverty; and the 
diligent calculation of fines and forfeitures , as a 
valuable objedt of the revenue, does not fnggeft 
the idea of a juft , or merciful , adminiftradon. 

The whole expence, by whatfoever means it was 
defrayed , of the African campaign , amounted to 
the film of one hundred and thirty thoufand pounds 
of gold, about five millions two hundred thoufand 
pounds fterling, at a time when the value of money 
appears , from the comparative price of corn , to 
have been fomewhat highet than in the prefent 
age The fleet that failed from Conftantkiople 
to Carthage , coniifted of eleven hundred and 
fliirteen fliips , and the number of foldiers and 
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mariners exceeded one hundred thoufand men. 
Bafilifcus , the brother of the emprefs Vorina, was 
intruded with this important command. His 
lifter , the wife of Leo , had exaggerated the merit 
of his former exploits againft the Scythians. But 
the difcovery of his guilt, or incapacity, was re- 
ferved for the African war; and his friends could 
only fave his military reputation, by aflerting, 
that he had confpired with Afpar to fpare Gen- 
feric, and to betray the laft hope of the Weftern 
empire. 

Experience has ftiewn , that the fuccefs of an 
invader mod commonly depends on the vigour 
and celerity of his operations. The ftrength and 
fharpnefs of the firft impreflion are blunted by de- 
lay; the health and fpirit of the troops infenfibly 
languid) in a diftant cl/mate; the naval and mili-. 
tary force a mighty effort which perhaps can 
never be repeated, is filently confumed; and every 
hour that is nvafted in negociation, accuftoms the 
enemy to contemplate and examine tliofe hoftile 
terrors , which , on their firft appearance , he deemed 
irrefiftible. The formidable navy of Bafilifcus 
purfued its profperous navigation from the Thra- 
cian Bofphorus to the coaft of Africa. He landed 
his troops at Cape Bona, or the promontory of 
Mercury , about forty miles from Carthage * 7 . 
The army of Heraclius , and the fleet of Marcel- 
linns , either joined or feconded the Imperial lieu- 
tenant; and the Vandals , who oppofed his pro- 
grefs* by fea or land , were fucceflively van- 
quifticd 8 *. If Bafilifcus had feizcd the moment 
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of conRernation , and boldly advanced to the ca- 
pital , Carthage muR have furrendered , and the 
kingdom of the Vandals was extinguilhed. Gen- 
feric beheld the danger with firmnefs , and eluded 
it with his veteran dexterity. He proteRed , in 
the raoft refpedful language, that he was ready to 
fubmit his perfon , and his dominions , to the will 
of the emperor; but he requeRed a truce of five 
days to regulate the terms of his fubmiffion ; and 
it was univerfally believed, that his fecret libera- 
lity contributed to the fuccefs of this public nego- 
ciation. Inftead of obRinately refufing whatever 
indulgence his enemy fo earneRly folicitcd , the 
guilty, or the credulous, Bafilifcus confented to 
the fatal truce; and his imprudent fecurity feemed 
to proclaim, that he already confidered himfelfas 
the conqueror of Africa. During this fhort inter- 
val, the wind became favourable to the defigns of 
Genferic. He manned his largeR fliips of war 
with the braveR of the Moors and Vandals; and 
they towed after them many large barks , filled 
with combuRible materials. In the obfeurity of 
the night, thefe defirudive velTels were impelled 
againR the unguarded and unfufpeding fleet of 
•» the Romans, who were awakened by the fenfe of 
their inflant danger. Their clofe and crowded 
order afliRed the progrefs of the fire which was 
communicated with rapid and irrefiRible violence; 
and the noife of the wind , the crackling of the 
flames, the diflonant cries of the foldiers and ma- 
riners, who could neither command, nor obey, 
increafed the horror of the nodurnal tumult 
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chap, Whilfl: they laboured to extricate tbemfelves from 

xxxvx. the fireShips, and to fave at lealt a part of the; 

navy , the gallies of Genferic affaulted them with 
temperate and difciplined valour ; and many of 
the Romans, who efcaped the fury of the flames, 
were deftroyed or taken by the victorious Vandals. 
Among the events of that difaftrous night, the he- 
roic, or rather defperate, courage of John, one 
of the principal officers of Bafilifcus, has refcued 
his name from oblivion. When the flap, which 
he had bravely defended, was almoft confumed , 
he threw himfelf in his armour into the fea , dis- 
dainfully rejected the efteem and pity of Genfo , 
the fon of Genferic, who preffed him to accept 
honourable quarter, and funk under the waves; 
exclaiming with his laft breath, that he would 
never fall alive into the hands of thofc impious 
dogs. Aduated by a far different fpirit , Bafilifcus , 
whofe ftation was the mod remote from danger, 
difgracefully fled in the beginning , of the engage- 
ment, returned to Conftantinople with the lofs of 
more than half of his fleet and army , and Sheltered 
his guilty head in the fanduary of St. Sophia, till 
his After, by her tears and entreaties, could obtain 
his pardon from the indignant emperor. Hera- 
elius effeded his retreat through the defert; Mar- 
cellinus retired to Sicily, where he was aflaflinated 
perhaps at the instigation of Ricimer, by one of 
his own captains; and the king of the Vandals 
expreffed his furprife and fatisfadion , that the Ro- 
mans themfelves flinuld remove from the world 
' his moft formidable antagonists "\ After the 
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failure of this great expedition , Genferic again 
became the tyrant of the fea : the coafts of Italy , 
Greece, and Afia, were again expofed to his 
revenge and avarice; Tripoli and Sardinia returned 
to his obedience ; he added Sicily to the number 
of his provinces ; and, before^he died, in the ful- 
nefs of years and of glory, he beheld the final 
extindlion of the emj^re of the Weft**. 

During his long and atftive reign , the African 
monarch had ftudioufly cultivated the friendlhip 
of the Barbarians of Europe , whofe arms he might 
employ in a feafonable and effectual diverfion 
againft the two empires. After the death of At-' 
tila, he renewed his alliance with the Vifigoths of 
Gaul ; and the fons of the elder Theodoric , who 
fucceflively reigned over that warlike nation , were 
eafily perfuaded , by the fenfe of intereft , to forget 
the cruel affront which Genferic had inflided on 
their lifter* 1 . The death of the emperor Majo- 
rian delivered Theodoric the fecond from the rc- 
ftraint of fear, and perhaps of honour ; he violated 
his recent treaty with the Romans ; and the ample 
territory of Narbonne , which he firmly united to 
his dominions, became the immediate reward of 
his perfidy. The felfilh policy of Ricimer en- 
couraged him to invade the provinces which were 
in the poffelfion of iEgidius, his rival; but the 
aeftive count, by the defence of Arles, and the 
victory of Orleans , faved Gaul , and checked , 
during his lifetime , the progrels of the Vifigoths. 
Their ambition was foon rekindled ; and the de- 
fign of extinguilhing the Roman empire in Spain 
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c h a p. and Gaul, was conceived, and almoft completed, 
XXXYJi in the reign of Euric, who alfaflinated his brother 
Theodoric , and difplayed , with a more favage 
temper, fuperior abilities, both in peace and war. 
He palled the Pyrenees at the head of a numerous 
army , fubducd the # cities of Saragolfa and Pampe- 
luna, vanquilhed in battle the martial nobles of 
the Tarragonefe province , xarried his victorious 
arms into the heart of Luntania, and permitted 
, the Suevi to hold the kingdom of Gallicia under 
the Gothic monarchy of Spain The efforts of 
Euric were not lefs vigorous, or lefs fuccefsful in 
Gaul ; and throughout the country that extends 
from the Pyrenees to the Rhone and the Loire, 
Berry, and Auvergne, were the only cities , or 
dioccfes , which refufed to acknowledge him as 
their mafter 9 \ In the defence of Clermont, their 
principal town , the inhabitants of Auvergne fuf- 
tained , with inflexible refolution, the miferies of 
war, peftilence, and famine; and the Vifigoths, 
relinquilhing the fruitlefs fiege , fufpended the 
hopes of that important conqueft. The youth of 
the province were animated by the heroic, and 
almoft incredible, valour of Ecdicius , the fon of 
the emperor Avitus ** , who made a defperate fally 
with only eighteen horfenien , boldly attacked the 
Gothic army, and, after maintaining a flying fkir- 
lnilh , retired fafe and victorious within the walls 
of Clermont. His charity was equal to his cou- 
rage : in a time of extreme fcarcity , four thoul'and 
poor were fed at his expence; and his private 
influence levied an army of Burgundians for the 
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deliverance of Auvergne. From his virtues alone 
the faithful citizens of Gaul derived any hopes of 
fafety or freedom ; and even fuch virtues were 
infufficient to avert the impending ruin of their 
country, fince they were anxious to learn from 
his authority and example , whether they fhould 
prefer the alternative of exile, or fervitude **» 
The public confidence was loft ; the refources of 
the ftate were exhaufted; and the Gauls had too 
much reafon to believe , that Anthemius , who 
reigned in Italy , was incapable of protecting his 
diftrefted fubjedts beyond the Alps. The feeble 
emperor coilld only procure for their defence the 
fervice of twelve thoufand Britilh auxiliaries, 
Riothamus , one of the independent kings, or 
chieftains , of the ifland , was perfuaded to tranf- 
port his troops to the continent of Gaul ; he failed 
up the Loire, and eftablilhed his quarters in Berry, 
where the people complained of thefe oppreflive 
allies , till they were deftroyed , or difperfcd , by 
the arms of the Vifigoths 9 *. 

One of the laft adts of jurifdidtion , which the 
Roman fenate exercifed over their fubjedts of 
Gaul, was the trial and condemnation of Arvan- 
dus, the Praetorian praefedt. Sidonius, who rejoices 
that he lived under a reign in which he might 
pity and affift a ftate - criminal , had expreffed, with 
tendernefs and freedom, the faults of his indifcreet 
and unfortunate friend 9 7 . From the perils which 
he had efcaped , Arvandus imbibed 'Confidence 
rather than wifdom; and fuch was the various, 
though uniform , imprudence of his behaviour , 
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chap, that his profperity mull appear much more fur- 
xxxvi. prifing than his downfal. The fecond praefedlure, 
•which he obtained within the term of five years, 
abolifhed the merit and popularity of his preced- 
ing adminiftration. His eafy temper was corrupted 
by flattery, and exafperated by oppofition; he 
was forced to fatisfy his importunate creditors 
with the fpoils of the province ; his capricious 
infolence offended the nobles of Gaul , and he 
funk under the weight of the public hatred. The 
mandate of his difgrace fummoned him to juflify 
his conduit before the fenate; and he palled the 
fea of Tufcany with a favourable* wind, the 
prefage , as he vainly imagined , of his future 
fortunes. A decent refpelt was ltill obferved for 
the Prafcflorian rank; and on his arrival at Rome, 
Arvandus was committed to the hofpitality , 
rather than to the cultody, of Flavius Afellus, 
the count of the facred largelfes , who refided in 
the Capitol **. He was eagerly purfued by his 
accufers, the four deputies of Gaul, who were 
all diftinguilhed by their birth, their dignities, 
or their eloquence. In the name of a great pro- 
vince, and according to the forms of Roman 

• jurifprudence , they inftituted a civil and criminal 

allion , requiring fuch a reftitution as might 
compenfate the Ioffes of individuals, and fuch 
pumfbment as might fatisfy the juftice of the 
ftate. Their charges of corrupt oppreffion were 
numerous and weighty ; but they placed their 
fecret dependence on a letter , which they had 
intercepted, and which they could prove, by the 
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evidence of his feeretary , to have been dictated chap. 
by Arvandus himfelf. The author of this letter xsjxvi. 
feemed to difluade the king of the Goths from a 
peac? with the Greet emperor, he fuggefted the 
attack of the Britons on the Loire; and he re- 
commended a divifion of Gaul , according to the 
law of nations , between the Vifigoths and the 
Burgundians”. Thefe pernicious fchemes, which 
a friend could only palliate by the reproaches of 
vanity and indiferetion , were fufceptible of a 
treafonable interpretation ; and the deputies had 
artfully rel’olved , not to produce their moft for- 
midable weapons till the decifive moment of the 
contefl. But their intentions were difeovered by 
the zeal of Sidonius. He immediately apprifed 
the unfufpetffing criminal of his danger ; and 
fincerely lamented , without any mixture of an- 
ger, the haughty prefumption of Arvandus, who 
rejedted, and even refented , the falutary advice 
of his friends. Ignorant of his real fituation , 

Arvandus fhewed himfelf in the Capitol in the 
white robe of a candidate , accepted indiferiminate 
falutations and offers of fervice , examined the 
(hops of the merchants, the filks and gems, 
fometimes with the indifference of a fpedlator, 
and fometimes with the attention of a purchaf- 
er ; and complained of the times , of the fenate , 
of the' prince, and of the delays of juftice. His 
fcomplaints were foon removed. An early day 
was fixed for his trial ; and Arvandus appeared , 
with his accufers , before a numerous affembly 
of the Roman fenate. The mournful garb, which 
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c H a p. they affedted, excited the compaflion of the 
xxxvl judges , who were fcandalized by the gay and 
fplendid drefs of their adverfary ; and when the 
prxfedt Arvandus, with the firft of the gallic 
deputies, were diredted to take their places on 
the fenatorial benches, the fame contrail of pride 
and modefly was obferved in their behaviour. 
In this memorable judgment, which prefented 
a lively image of the old republic, the Gauls 
expofed , with force and freedom , the grievan- 
ces of the province ; and as foon as the minds 
of the audience were futficiently inflamed , they 
recited the fatal epiftle. The obflinacy of Arvan- 
dus was founded on the flrange fuppofition , that 
a fubjedl could not be convidted of treafon, 
unlefs he had adtually confpired to affume the 
purple. As the paper was read, he repeatedly, 
and with a loun voice , acknowledged it for his 
genuine compifttion ; and his aftonilhment was 
equal to his cfifmay , when the unanimous voice 
of the fenate declared him guilty of a capital 
offence. By their decree , he was degraded from 
the rank of a preefedl to the obfcure condition 
of a plebeian , and ignominioufly dragged by 
fcrvile hands to the public prifon. After a fort- 
night’s adjournment , the fenate was again con- 
vened to pronounce the fentence of his death: 
but while he expedted, in the ifland of iEfcu. 
lapius , the expiration of the thirty days allowed 
by an ancient law to the vilefl malefadlors , 
, his friends interpofed, the emperor Anthemius re- 
lented , and the prxfedt of Gaul obtained the 
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milder punifhment of exile and confifcation. The 
faults of Arvandus might deferve compafifion ; but 
the impunity of Seronatus accufed thejullice of the 
republic , till he was condemned , and executed , 
on the complaint of the people of Auvergne. That 
flagitious minifter, the Catiline of his age and 
country, held a fecret correfpondence with th£ 
Vifigoths, to betray the province which he oppref- 
fed : his induftry was continually exercifed in the 
difcovery of new taxes and obfolete offences; and 
his extravagant vices would have infpired contempt, 
if they had not excited fear and abhorrence 

Such criminals were not beyond the reach of 
juftice ; but, whatever might be the guilt of Rici- 
mer, that powerful Barbarian was able to contend 
or to negociate with the prince, whofe alliance 
he had condefcended to accept.* The peaceful and 
profperous reign which Anthemius had promifed 
to the Weft, was foon clouded by misfortune and 
difcord. Ricimer , apprehenfive or impatient of 
a fuperior, retired from Rome, and fixed his refi- 
dence at, Milan; an advantageous fituation , either 
to invite , or to repel , the warlike tribes that 
were feated between the Alps and the Danube ***. 
Italy was gradually divided into two independent 
and hoftile kingdoms ; and the nobles of Liguria, 
who trembled at the near approach of a civil war, 
fell proftrate at the feet of the patrician , and 
conjured him to fpare their unhappy country. 
“ For my own part, ” replied Ricimer, in a 
tone of infolent moderation , I am ftill inclined 
** to embrace the fricndfhip of tho Galatian '*’ ; 
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<c but who will undertake to appeafe his anger , 
* c or to mitigate the pride, which always rifes in 
* proportion to our fubmiflion ? ” They informed 
him, that Epiphanius, bifliop of Pavia 1,4 , united 
the wifdom of the ferpent with the innocence of 
the dove; and appeared confident, that the elo- 
quence of fuch an ambaflador mud prevail againffc 
the ftrongeft oppofidon , either of filtered or paf- 
fion. Their recommendation was approved ; and 
Epiphanius, alfuming the benevolent office of 
mediation , proceeded without delay to Rome , 
where he was received with the honours due to 
liis merit and reputation. The oration of a bifliop 
in favour of peace , may be eafily fuppofed : he 
argued , that in all poflible circumftances , the 
forgivenefs of injuries muft be an act of mercy, 
or magnanimity , * or prudence; and he ferioufly 
admonifhed the emperor to avoid a conteft with 
a fierce Barbarian, which might be fatal to him- 
felf and muft be ruinous to his dominions. Anthe- 
mius acknowledged the truth of his maxims; but 
he deeply felt , with grief and indignation , the 
behaviour of Ricimer ; and his paflion gave elo- 
quence and energy to his difcourfe. cc What fa- 
vours , ” he warmly exclaimed, “ have we reiufed 
“ to this ungrateful man ? What provocations 
“ have we not endured ? Regardlefs of the majefty 
“ of the purple, I gave my daughter to a Goth ; 
“ I facrificed my own blood to the fafety of the 
“ republic. The liberality which ought to have 
<c fecured the eternal attachment of Ricimer, has 
“ exafperated him againft his benefactor. What 
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Kc -wars has he not excited againft the empire? chap. 
“ How often has he inftigated and aflifted the xxxvi. 

“ fury of hoftile nations ? Shall I now accept his 
tc perfidious friendfliip ? Can I hope that he will 
<c refpe< 5 l the engagements of a treaty, who has 
<{ already violated the duties of a fon ? ” But the 
anger of Anthemius evaporated in thefe paffionate 
exclamations : he infenfibly yielded to the pro- 
pofals of Epiphanius ; and the bilhop returned to 
his diocefe with the fatisfadlion of reftoring the 
peace of Italy, by a reconciliation ,M , of which 
the fincerity and continuance might be reafonably 
fufpedted. The clemency of the emperor was ex- 
torted from his weaknefs ; and Ricimer fufpended 
liis ambitious defigns , till he had fecretly prepared 
the engines , with which he refolved to fubvert 
the throne of Anthemius. The mafic . of peace and 
moderation was then thrown afide. The army of 
Ricimer was fortified by a numerous reinforce- 
ment of Burgundians and Oriental Suevi : he 
declaimed all allegiance to the Greek emperor, ' 
marched from Milan to the gates of Rome, and 
fixing his camp on the banks of the Anio, 

* impatiently expected the arrival of Olybrius , his . 
Imperial candidate. 

The fenator Olybrius, of the Anician family, oiyiirim 
might eflcem himfelf the lawful heir of the [™ p ^ or {l ° F 
Weftern empire. He had married Placidia , the a. d. 47a, 
younger daughter of Valentinian , after file was March a3 - 
reftored by Genferic ; who Hill detained her filler 
Eudocia, as the wife, or rather as the captive, 
of his fon. The king of the Vandals fupported , 
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chap, by threats and folicitations , the fair pretenfions 
xxxvi. of his Roman ally; and afligned, as one of the 
motives of the war, the refufal of the fenate and 
people to acknowledge their lawful prince , and 
the unworthy preference which they had given 
to a ftranger The friendfhip of the public 
enemy might render Olybrius ftill more unpopular 
to the Italians ; but when Ricimer meditated the 
ruin of the emperor Anthemius , he tempted with 
the offer of a diadem the candidate who could 
juftify his rebellion by an illurtrious name, and a 
royal alliance. The hnfband of Flacidia , who like 
moll of bis anccllors, had been inverted with the 
confular dignity, might have continued to enjoy 
a fecure and fplendid fortune in the peaceful refi- 
dence of Conftantinople ; nor does he appear to 
have been tormented by fuch a genius, as cannot 
be amufed or occupied , uniefs by the admiriiftra- 
tion of an empire. Yet Olybrjus yielded to the 
importunities of his friends , perhaps of his wife ; 
ralhly plunged into the dangers and calamities of 
a civil war; and, with the fecret connivance of 
the emperor Leo , accepted the Italian purple , 
which was beftowed, and refumed, at the ca-- 
pricious will of a Barbarian. He landed without 
obftacle (for Genferic was mafter of the fea ) 
either at Ravenna or the port of Oftia , and im- 
mediately proceeded to the camp of Ricimer, 
where he was received as the fovereitrn of the 
Wertern world 107 . *• 

1 

The 
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The patrician, who had extended his polls 
from the Anio to the Milvian bridge, already 
poffeffed . two quarters of Rome, 'the Vatican and 
the Janiculum , which are fcparated by the Tyber 
from the reft of the city 101 ; and it may be con- 
jedtured, that an affembly of feceding fenators 
imitated , in the choice of Olybrius , the forms of 
a legal eledtion. But the body of the fenate and 
people firmly adhered to the caufe of Anthemius; 
and’ the more effedtual fupport of a- Gothic army 
enabled him to prolong his reign, and the public 
diftrefs , by a refiftance of three months, which 
produced the concomitant evils of famine and 
peftilence. At length , Ricimer made a furious 
aflault on the bridge of Hadrian , of St. Angelo ; 
and the narrow pafs was defended with equal 
valour by the Goths* till the death of Gilimer 
their leader. The viclorious troops breaking 
down every barrier , rufhed with irrefiftible 
violence into the heart of the city , and Rome 
( if we may ufe the language of a contemporary 
Pope ( was fub verted by the civil fury of Anthe. ( 
mius and Ricimer The unfortunate An- 
themius was dfagged from his concealment, and 
inhumanly maflacred by the command of his 
fon-in-law; who thus added a third, or perhaps 
a fourth, emperor to the number of his vidtims. 
The foldiers, who united the rage of fadtious 
citizens with the favage manners of Barbarians , 
were indulged, without controul , in the licence 
of rapine and murder: the crowd of flaves and 
plebeians, who were unconcerned in the event, 
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c H a p* could only gain by the indifcriminate pillage; and 
xxxvi. the face of the city exhibited the ftrange con- 
trail of Hern cruelty , and diffolute intemper- 
Ueath of ance Forty days after this calamitous event, 
Aug^ao the Libjedl^ not of glory, but of guilt, Italy was 
delivered , by a painful difeafe , frona the tyrant 
Ricimer, who bequeathed the command of his 
army to’ his nephew Gundobald , one of the 
princes of the Burgundians. In the fame year, 
all the principal adtors in' this great revolution , 
were removed from the llage; and the whole 
and of reign of Olybrius, whofe death does not betray 
rr* any fymptoms of violence , is included within the 
term of feven months. He left one daughter, the 
offspring of his marriage with Placidia; and the 
family of the great Theodofius , tranfplanted from 
Spain to Conllantinople, was propagated in the 
female line as far as the eighth generation ,M . 

Julius Ve- Whilll the vacant throne of Italy was aban- 


po> and 
GIvcerius 
emperors 
of the 
Weft. • 
A. D. 


doned to lawlefs Barbarians" 1 , the election of a 
new colleague was ferioufly agitated in the coun- 
cil of Leo. .The emprefs Vorina, ftudious to 
promote the greatnefs of her own family, had 


472 — 4M. married one of her nieces to Julius Nepos, who 


fucceeded his uncle Marcellinus in the fove- 


reignty of Dalmatia, a more folid pofleflion than 
the title which he was perfuaded to accept, of 
Emperor of the Weft. But the meafures of the 
Byzantine court were fo languid and irrefolut*, 
that many months elapfed after the dpath of 
Anthemius, and even of Olybrius , before their 
deftined fuccelfor could Ihevy himfelf, 'with a 
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refpedable force, to his Italian fubjedts. During c h a p. 
that interval, Glycerius , &n obfcure foldier; was xxxfL 
invefled with the purple by his patron Gundo- 
bald ; but the Burgundian prince was unable , 
or unwilling, to fupport his nomination by a civil 
war: the purfuits of domeftic ambition recalled 
him beyond the Alps *'*, and his client was per- 
mitted to exchange the Roman fceptre for the * 
bifhopric of Salona. After extinguifliing fuch a 
competitor, the emperor Nepos was acknow- 
1 ledged by jhe fenate , by the Italians , . and by 
the provincials of Gaul; his moral virtues, and 
military, talents , were loudly celebrated; and 
thofe who derived any private benefit from his 
government, announced, in prophetic ftrains, 
the reftoration of the public felicity Their 
hopes ( if fuch hopes had been entertained ) were 
confounded within the term of a fingle year; and 
the treaty of peace , which ceded Auvergne to 
the Vifigoths, is the only event of his Ihort and 
inglorious reign. The mod faithful fubjeds of 
Gaul were facrificed, by the Italian emperor, to 
the hope of domeftic fecurity but his repofe 
was foon invaded by a furious fedition of the 
Barbarian confederates , who , under the com- 
mand of Oreftes , their general , were in full 
march from Rome to Ravenna. Nepos trembled 
at their approach ; and , inftead of placing a juft: 
confidence in the ftrength of Ravenna, he haftily 
efcaped to his (hips, and retired to his Dalma- 
tian principality , on the oppofite coaft of the 
Hadriatic. By this Ihameful abdication , he, • 
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protra&ed his life about five years, in a very 
ambiguous ftate, between an emperor and an 
exile, till he was aflaffinated at Salonai by the 
ungrateful Glycerius , who was tranflated , per- 
haps as the reward of his crime, to the arch- 
bilhopric of Milan ,l *. 

The nations , who had aflerted their independ- 
ence after the death of Attila, were eftablifhed, 
by the right of pofleffion or conqueft, in the 
boundlefs countries to the north of the Danube ; 
of in the Roman provinces between {he river and 
the Alps. But the braveft of their youth enlifted 
in the army of confederates , who formed the de- 
fence and the terror of Italy 1,7 ; and, in this pro- 
mifcuous multitude , the names of the Heruli , the 
Scyrri, the Alani , the Turcilingi, and the Ru- 
gians , appear to have predominated. The ex- - 
ample of thefe warriors was imitated by Orefles *'*, 
the fon of Tatullus, and the father of the laft Ro- 
man emperor of the Weft. Oreftes, who has been 
already mentioned in this hiftory , had never de- 
ferted his country. His birth and fortunes ren- 
dered him one of the moft illuftrious fubje&s of 
Pannonia. When that province was ceded to the 
Huns, he entered into the fervice of Attila, his 
lawful fovereign , obtained the office of his fecre- 
tary , and was repeatedly fent ambaflador to Con-, 
ftantinople, to reprefent the perfon, and ftgnify 
the commands', of the imperious monarch. The. 
death of that conqueror reftored him to his. free- 
dom ; and Oreftes might honourably Tefufe either to 
follow the fons of Attila into the Scythian defert, 
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or to obey the Oftrogoths , who had ufurped chap. 
the dominion of Pannonia. He preferred the fer- xxxvi. 
vice of the Italian princes, the fucceffors of Va- 
lentinian ; and , as he poffeffed the qualifications 
of courage, induftry, and experience, he advanced 
■with rapid fteps in the military profeffion, till he 
was elevated , by the favour of Nepos himfelf, to ( 

the dignities of patrician , and mafter-general of 
the troops. Thefe troops had been long accuf- 
tomed to reverence the character and authority 
of Oreftes, who affeded their manners, converfed 
with them in their own language , and was inti- 
mately connected with their national chieftains, 
by long habits of familiarity and friendlhip. At 
his .folicitation they rofe in arms againll the ob- 
fcure Greek , who prefumed to claim their obe- 
dience ; and when Orelles , from fome fecret mo- 
tive , declined the purple , they confented , with 
the fame facility , to acknowledge his fon Au- 
guftulus, as the emperor of the Weft. By the ab- His fon 
dication of Nepos, Oreftes had now attained the lusft'heTaft 
fummit ef his ambitious hopes; but he foon did tmperorot 
covered, before the end of the firft year, that the J L he u W ^’ 
lelfons of perjury and ingratitude, which a rebel 
muft inculcate , will be retorted againft himfelf ; 

■and that the precarious fovereign of Italy was only 
permitted to chufe, whether he would be the flave, 
or the vidim , of his Barbarian mercenaries. The 
dangerous alliance of thefe ftrangers , had op- 
prelfed and infulted the laft remains of Roman 
freedom and dignity. A’t each revolution , their 
pay and privileges were augmented; but their 
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o H A p. infolence increafed in a ftill more extravagant 
XXXVI. degree ; they envied the fortune of their brethren 
m Gaul , Spain , and Africa , whofe vidorious 
arms had acquired an independent and perpetual 
inheritance; and they infifted on their peremptory- 
demand , that a third part of the lands of Italy 
fhould be immediately divided among them.* 
Oreftes , with a fpirit which , in another fxtuation 
might be entitled to our efteem, chofe rather to 
encounter the rage of an armed multitude, than 
to fubferibe the ruin of an innocent people. He re- 
medied the audacious demand; and his refufal was 
favourable to the ambition of Odoacer; a bold 
Barbarian, who allured his fellow-foldiers , that, 
if they, dared to affociate under his command , 
they might foon extort the juftice which had been 
denied to their dutiful petitions. From all the 
camps and garrifons of Italy , the confederates 
aduated by the fame refentment and the fame 
hopes, impatiently flocked to the flandard of this 
popular leader; and the unfortunate patrician, 
overwhelmed by the torrent, haflily retreated to 
the ftrong city of Pavia , the epifcopal feat of the 
holy Epiphanites. Pavia was immediately be- 
fieged , the fortifications were ftormed, the town 
was pillaged ; and although the bifhop might la- 
bour, with much zeal and fome fuccefs, to fave 
the property of the church , and the .chaftity of 
female captives, the tumult could only be appeafed 
by the execution of Oreftes His brother-Paul 
was flain in an adton near Ravenna; and the help- 
lefs Auguftulus, who could no longer command 
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the refped, was reduced to implore the clemency, c H a r. 
of Odoacer. • xxxvi. 

That fuccefsful Barbarian was the fbn of Ede- Odoacer 
con; who, in fome remarkable tranfa&ions, par- 
ticulariy defcribed in a preceding chapter , had a d. 
been the colleague of Oreftes himfelf. The ho- 476 — 450 ‘ 
nour of an ambalfador fhould be exempt from fuf- 
picion ; and Edecon had liftened to a confpiracy 
againft the life of his fovereign. But this apparent 
guilt was expiated by his merit or repentance : his 
rank was eminent and confpicuous ; he enjoyed 
the favour of Attila ; and the troops under his 
command, who guarded, in their turn, the royal 
village , confided of a tribe of Scyrri , his imme- 
diate and hereditary fubjects. In the revolt of the 
nations, they dill adhered to the Huns; and, 
more than twelve years afterwards , the name of 
Edecon is honourably mentioned, in their unequal 
conted with the Odrogoths ; which was termi- 
nated, after two bloody battles , by the defeat and * 
difperfion pf the Scyrri ,3 °. Their gallant leader, 
who did not furvive this national calamity , left 
two fons , On'ulf and Odoacer , to druggie with 
adverfity, and to maintain as they might, by ra- 
pine or fervice , the faithful followers of their 
exile. Onulf directed his deps towards Conftan- 
tinopfe , where he fullied , by the aflaflination of 
a generous benefa&or, the fame which he had 
acquired in arms. His brother Odoacer led a wan- 
dering life among the Barbarians of Noricurft, 
with a mind and a fortune fuited to the mod 
defperate adventures; and* whence had fixed his 
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choice, he pioufly vifited the cell of Severinus, 
the popular faint of the country, to folicit his ap- 
probation and blefling. The lownefs of the door 
would not admit the lofty ftature of Odoacer: he 
was obliged to (loop; but in that humble attitude 
the faint could djfcern the fymptoms of his future 
greatnefs ; and addrefling him in a prophetic 
tone, cc Purfue ” (faid he) “ your defign ; pro- 
ceed to Italy ; you will foon caft away this 
coarfe garment of fkins; and your wealth will 
* c be adequate to the liberality of your mind 
The Barbarian , whofe daring fpirit accepted anti 
ratified the predidion , was admitted into the fer- 
vice of the Weftern empire, and foon obtained an 
honourable rank in the guards. His manners 
were gradually polifhed , his military (kill was 
improved , and the confederates of Italy would 
not have elected him for their general , unlefs the 
exploits of Odoacer had eltablifhed a high opinion 
of his courage and capacity . ***. Their military 
acclimations f ilmed him with the title of king : 
but he abftained during his whole reign, from 
the ufc of the purple and diadem IlJ , left he fhould 
offend thofe princes, whofe fubjeds, by their ac- 
cidental mixture, had formed the vidorious army, 
which time and policy might infenfibly unite into 
a great nation. 

Royalty was familiar to the Barbarians, and the 
fubmiflive people of Italy was prepared to obey, 
without a murmur, the authority which he fhould 
cpndefcend to exercife as the vicegerent of the 
emperor of the Weft. But Odoapcr had refolvetj 
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.to abolifh that ufelefs and expenfive office ; and 
fuch is the weight of antique prejudice, that it re- 
quired fome boldnefs and penetration to difeover 
the extreme facility of the enterprife. The un- 
fortunate Auguftulus was made the inftrument of 
his own difgracc ; he fignified his refignation to 
the fenate ; and that afierr.bly, in their laft adt of 
obedience to a Roman prince , ffcill affected the 
• fpirit of freedom , and the forms of the conftitu-. 
tion. An epiftle was addreffed, by their unani- 
mous decree, to the erpperor Zeno, the fon-in- 
law and fucceffor of Leo ; who had lately been 
reftored , after a ffiort rebellion, to the Byzantine 
throne. They folemnly “ difclaim the neceffity, 
“ or even the wifli , of continuing any longer the 
tc Imperial fucceffion in Italy; fince, in their opi- 
“ nion, the majefly of a foie monarch is fufficient 
a to pervade and protect, at the fame time, both 
“ the Eaft and the Weft. In .their own name , and 
“ in the name of the people , they confent that 
<c the feat of univerfal empire ffiall be transferred 
“ from Rome to Conftantinople ; and they bafely 
renounce the right of chufing their mafter, the 
“ only veftige that yet remained of the authority 
“ which had given laws to the world. Thp re- 
C{ public (they repeat that name without a bluffi) 
“ might fafely confide in the civil and military 
tc virtues of Odoacer; and they humbly requeft, 
“ that the emperor would inveft him with the title 
“ of Patrician, and the adminiftration of the dio- 
“ cefe of Italy. ” The deputies of the fenate were 
Received at Conftantinople with fome marks of 
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difpleafure and indignation ; and when they were 
admitted to the audience of- Zeno, he fternly re- 
proached them with their treatment of the two 
emperors , Anthemius and Nepos , whom the Eaft 
had fucceljfively granted to the prayers of Italy. 
“ The firft ” (continued he) “ you have raur- 
“ dered; the fecond you have expelled : but the 
<c fecond is (till alive, and whilft he lives he is 
K your lawful fovereign. ” But the prudent Zeno 
foon deferted the hopelefs caufe of his abdicated 
colleague. His vanity was gratified by the title 
of foie emperor, and by the ftatues eretfted to his 
honour in the feveral quarters of Rome ; he en- 
tertained a friendly , though ambiguous , corre- 
fpondence with the patrician Odoacer ; and he 
gratefully accepted the Imperial enfigns , the fa- 
cred ornaments of the throne and palace , which 
the Barbarian was npt unwilling to remove from 
the fight of the people “\ 

In the fpace of twenty years fince the death of 
Valentinian , nine emperors had fucceffivety dis- 
appeared ; and the fon of Oreftes , *a youth re- 
commended only by his beauty, would be the . 
leaft entitled to the notice of pofterity, if his 
reign, which was marked by the extin&ion of the 
Roman empire in the Weft, did not leave a me- 
morable JEra in the hiftory of mankind The 
patrician Oreftes had married the daughter of 
Count Romulus , of Petoyio , in Nbricum : the 
name of Auguftus, notwithftanding the jealoufy of 
power , was known at Aquileia as a familiar fur- 
name ; and the appellations of the two great 
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i founders , of the city , and of the monarchy , 
were thus ftrangely united in the laft of their fuc- 
ceffors ***. The fon of Oreftes allumed and dif- 
graced the names of Romulus Auguftus; but the 
firft was corrupted into Momyllus, by the Greeks, 
and the fecond has been changed by the Latins 
into • the contemptible diminutive Auguftulus. 
The life of this inoffenfive youth was fpared by 
the generous clemency of Odoacer ; who difmifled 
him, with his whole family, from the Imperial 
palace, fixed his annual allowance at fix thoufand 
pieces of gold, and afligned the caftle of Lucullus, 
in Campania , for the place of his exile or retire- 
ment I>7 . As foon as the. Romans breathed from 
the toils of the Punic war , they were attracted 
by the beauties and the pleafures of Campania ; 
and«thc country - houfe of the elder Scipio at 
Liternum, exhibited a lafting model of their ruftic 
fimplicity The delicious Ihores of the bay of 
Naples were crowded with villas ; and Sylla 
applauded the mafterly (kill of his rival , who 
had feated himfelf on the lofty promontory 
of Mifenum , that commands , on every fide , 
the fea and land , as far as the boundaries of 
the horizon ***. The villa of Marius was pur- 
chafed , within a few years, by Lucullus, and 
the price had increafed from two thoufand five 
hundred , to more than fourfcore thoufand, 
pounds fterling It was adorned by the new 
proprietor with Grecian arts , and Afiatic trea- 
fures ; and the houfes and gardens of Lucullus 

1 obtained a diftinguilhed rank in the lift of 
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Imperial palaces When the. Vandals became 
formidable to the fea-coaft , the Lucullan villa , 
on the promontory of IVlifenum , gradually af- 
fumed the ftrength and appellation of a ftrong 
caftle , the obfcure retreat of the laft emperor of 
the Weft. About twenty years after that great 
revolution , it was converted into a church and 
monaftery , to receive the bones of St. Severinus. 
They fecurely repofed , amidft the broken tro- 
phies of Cimbric and Armenian vi&ories, till the 
beginning of the tenth century ; when the fortifi- 
cations , which might afford a dangerous fhelter 
to the Saracens , were demolifhed by the people 
of Naples 

Odoacer was the firft Barbarian who reigned in 
Italy , over a people who had once afferted their 
juft fuperiority above the reft of mankind. *The 
difgrace of the Romans ftill excites our refped- 
ful compaflion, and we fondly fympathife with the 
imaginary grief and indignation of their degenerate 
pofterity. But the calamities of Italy had gradually 
fubdued the proud confcioufnefs of freedom and 
glory. In the age of Roman virtue, the provinces 
were fubjeft to the arms, and the citizens to the 
laws, of the republic; till thofe laws were fubverted 
by civil difcord , and both the city and the pro- 
vinces became the fervilc property of a tyrant. 
The forms of the conftitution , which alleviated 
or difguifed their abjetft flavery , were abolifiied, 
by time and violence ; the Italians alternately la- 
mented the prefence or the abfence of the fovereigns, 
whom they detefted or defpifed ; and the fucceflion 
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of five centuries inflicted the various evils of mili- 
tary licence, capricious defpotifm , and elaborate 
opprellion. During the fame period, the Barba- 
rians had emerged from obfcurity and contempt, 
and the warriors of Germany and Scythia were 
introduced into the provinces, as the fervants, 
the allies , and at length the mailers , of the Ro- 
mais ; whom they infulted or prote&ed. The 
hatred of the people was fuppreffed by fear; they 
refpe&ed the fpirit and fplendour of the martial 
chiefs who were inverted with the honours of the 
empire: and the fate of Rome had long depended 
, on the fword of thofe formidable ftrangers. The 
Hern Ricimer, who trampled on the ruins of Italy, 
had exercifed the power, without artiiming the 
title, of a king;. and the patient Romans were in- 
fenfibly prepared to acknowledge the royalty of 
Odoacer.and his Barbaric fuccelfors. 

The king of Italy was not unworthy of the high 
ftation to which his valour and fortune had ex- 
alted him : his* favage manners were polilhed by 
the habits of converfation ; and he refpeded 
though a conqueror and a Barbarian, the inrtitu- 
tions , -and even the prejudices, of his fubje&s. 
After an interval of feven years , Odoacer re- 
flored the confullhip of the Weft. For himfelf, 
he modeftly , . or proudly , declined an honour 
which was ftill accepted by the emperors of the 
Eaft ; but the curule chair was fucceflively filled 
by eleven of the moft illuftrious fenators 1,1 ; and 
the lift is adorned by the refpettable name of Ba- 
filius , whofe virtues claimed the friendlhip and 
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chap, grateful applaufe of Sidonius , his client ***. The 
xxxvi. ] aW s of the emperors were driCtly enforced, and 
the civil adminidration of Italy was dill exercifed 
' by the Praetorian pracfeCt, and his fubordinate 
officer^. Odoacer devolved on the Roman ma- 
gidrates the odious and oppreflive talk of col- 
lecting the public revenue ; but he referved for 
himfelf the. merit of feafonable and popular# in- 
dulgence m » Like the reft of the Barbarians , he 
had been indruCted in the Arian herefy; but he 
revered' the monadic and epifcopal characters ; 
and the filence of the Catholics atteds the tole- 
ration which they enjoyed. The peace of the, 
city required the interpodtion of his praefeCt Ba- 
dlius , in the choice of a Roman pontiff:, the de- 
cree which redrained the clergy from alienating 
their lands, was ultimately defigned for the be- 
.nefit of the people, whofe . devotion would have 
been taxed to repair the dilapidations of the 
church Italy was proteded by the arms* of 
its conqueror; and its frontiers were refpeCted by 
the Barbarians of Gaul and Germany, who had 
fo long infulted the feeble race of Tlieodofius. 
Odoacer paffed the Hadriatic , to chadife the af- 
fallins of the emperor Nepos, and to acquire the 
maritime province of Dalmatia. He paffed the 
Alps, to refcue the remains of Noricum from 
Fava, or Feletheus , king of the Rugians, who 
held his refidence beyond the Danube. The 

•’ king was vanquilhed in battle, and led away pri- 

foner; a numerous colony of captives and fub- 
jeCts \yas tranfplanted into Italy; and Rome, 
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after a long period of defeat and difgrace , might 
claim the triumph of her Barbarian malter.’". 

Notwithftanding the prudence and fuccefs of 
Odoacer , his kingdom exhibited the fad pro- 
fped of mifery and defolation. Since the age of 
Tiberius, the decay of agriculture had been felt 
in Italy ; and it was a juft fubjed of complaint, 
that the life of the Roman pepple depended on 
the accidents of the winds and waves 1 ". In the 
divifion and the decline of the empire, the tributary 
harvefts of Egypt and Africa were withdrawn; the 
numbers of the inhabitants continually diminifhed 
with the means of fubfiftence; and the country 
was exhaufted by the irretrievable Ioffes, ofi^var, 
famine 1 ", and peftilence. St. Ambrofe has de- 
plored the ruin of a populous' diftrid, which 
had been once adorned with the flourilhing cities 
of Bologna, Modena, Regium, and Placentia"*. 
Pope Gelafius was a fubjed of Odoacer ; and he 
affirms , with ftrong exaggeration , that in /Emi_ 
lia, Tufcany, and the adjacent provinces, the 
human fpecies was almoft extirpated The 
plebeians of Rome , who were fed by the hand 
of their mafter, perifhed or difappeared , as foon 
as his liberality was fuppreffed ; the decline of 
the arts reduced the induftrious mechanic to 
idlenefs and want; and the fenators, who might 
fupport with patience the ruin of their country, 
bewailed their* private lofs of wealth and luxury. 
One- third of thofe ample eftates, to which the 
ruin of Italy is roiginally imputed" 1 , was ex- 
torted for the ufe of the conquerors. Injuries 
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chap, were aggravated by infults; the fenfe of a&ual 
xxxvl fufferings was embittered by the fear of more 
dreadful evils; and as new lands were allotted to 
new fwarms of Barbarians, each fenator was ap- 
• prehenfive left the arbitrary furveyors Ihould ap- 
proach his favourite villa, or his moft profitable 
/ farm. The leaft unfortunate were thofe who 

fubmitted without a murmur to the power which 
it was impoftible to refift. Since they defired to 
live , they owed fome gratitude to the tyrant 
who had fpared their lives ; and fmce he was thtf 
abfolute mafter of their fortunes , the portion which 
he left muft be accepted as his pure and volun- 
tary %ift The diftrefs of Italy was mitigated 
by the prudence and humanity of Odoacer, who 
had bound hirolelf, at the price of his elevation, 
to fatisfy the demands of a licentious and tur- 
, bulent multitude. The kings of the Barbarians 

were frequently refilled , depofed, or murdered, 
by their native fubjedts ; and the various bands 
of Italian mercenaries , who alTociated under the 
ftandard of an cledlive general ,• claimed a large; 

. privilege of freedom and rapine. A monarchy 

deftitute of national union , and hereditary right* 
baftenedto its dilTolution. After a reign of four- 
teen years , Odoacer was oppreffed by the fupe- 
rior genius of Theodoric , king of the Oftrogoths; 
a hero alike excellent in the arts of war and 
of government , who reftored an age of peace and 
profperity, and whole name ft ill excites and de- 
ferves the attention of mankind. 

CHAP. 
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C II A P.. XXXVII. 

Origin , Progrefs , and Effects of the MonaJUc Life. — — 
Converjion of the Barbarians to Chrijlianity and 
Arianifm. — Perfectition of the Vandals • in Africa. — ■ 
Extinction of Arianifm among the Barbarians. 

r \ HE incjiflbluble conne&ion of olvil and eccle- 
fiaRical affairs , has compelled and encouraged me , 
to relate the progrefs, the perfecutions, the eftab- 
lifliment , the divifions, the final triumph, and 
the gradual corruption of ChriRianity. I have 
purpofely delayed the confideration of two reli- 
gious events, intereRing in the Rudy of human 
nature , and important in the decline and fall of 
the Roman empire. I. The inRitution of the 
m.onaRic life and, II. The converfion of the 
northern Barbarians. • 

I. Profpcrity and peace introduced the diRinc- 
tion of the vulgar and the Afcetic Chriftians *. The 
Joofe and imperfect practice of religion fatisfied 
the confcience of the Multitude. The prince or 
magiRrate, the foldier or merchant, reconciled 
their fervent zeal, and implicit faith, with the. 
exercife of their profcRion, the purfuit of their 
intereR, and the indulgence of their paflions: but 
the Afcetics who obeyed and abufed the rigid 
precepts of the gofpel , were infpired by the lavage 
enthufiafm, which reprefents*man as a criminal , 
and God as a tyrant. They ferioufly renounced 
V»L VI, N 
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chap, the bufinefs , and the pleafures , of theage; abjured 
Xxxvn. the ufe of wine, of flefli, and of marriage; chaf- 
tifed their body, mortified their aftedlions ,. and 
embraced a life of miferyj as the price of eternal 
happinefs. In the reign of Conftantine, the Afce- 
' . tics fled from a profane and degenerate world , to 
perpetual folitude, or religious fociety. Like the 
firft Chriftians of Jerufalem ’ , they rcfigned the 
ufe, or the property , of their temporal poffeflions; 
cftablilhed regular communities of the Lime fex, 
and a fimilar difpofition ; and aflumed the names 
of Hermits , Monks, and Anachorets , exprefifive of 
their lonely retreat in a natural or artificial. defert. 
They* foon acquired the refpedt of the world, 
which they defpifed ; and the loudefl; applaufe 
•’was bellowed on this Divine Philosophy 4 , 
• which furpafled , without the aid of fcience or 
reafon, the laborious virtues of the Grecian fchools. 
The monks might indeed contend with the Stoics, 
in the contempt of fortune , .of pain, and of death: 
the Pythagorean filencd and fubmiffion were re- 
vived in their fervile difeipline ; and they dif- 
dained , as firmly as the Cynics themfelves, all the 
.. forms and decencies of -civil .fociety. But the 
votaries of this Divine Philofophy afpired to 
imitate a purer and more perfedt model. They trod 
in the footfteps of the prophets, who had retired 
to the defert’; and they reflored the devout and 
contemplative life; which had been inflituted by 
the Etfenians , ifi J'alelline and Egypt. The phi- 
lofophic eye of Pliny had furveyed with aflonifh- 
ment a folitary people*, who dwelt among the 
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palm - trees near the Dead Sea; who fnb fitted c it A F. 
•without money, who were propagated without Xxxvlt. 
•women ; and who derived from the difgutt and 
repentance of mankind, a perpetual fupply of 
Voluntary afibciates '. " , * 

Egypt, the fruitful parent of fuperftitioif , afford- Antony and 
ed the firft example of the monaftic life. Antony 7 ; 
an illiterate’ youth of the lower parts of Thebais, a. d. 
diftributed his patrimony”, deferted his family 
and native home , and executed his monaftic pen- 
ance with original and intrepid fanaticifm. After , 

a long and painful noviciate, among the tombs, 
and in a ruined tower , he boldly advanced intb • f 

the defert three days journey to the eaftward of 
the Nile; difcovered a lonely fpot , which poffeffed 
the advantages of fhade and water , and fixed his 
laft refidence on mount Colzim near the Red Sea; 
where an ancieht monaftery ftill preferves the - 
liame and memory of the faint 1 ”. The curious 
devotion of the Christians ptirfued him to the 
defert ; and when he was obliged to appear, at 
Alexandria, in the face of mankind, he fupported 
his fame with difcretion and dignity. He enjoyed 
the friendfhip of Athanafius, whofe doctrine he 
approved; and the Egyptian pjeafant refpedfully . 
declined a refpe&fnl invitation from the emperor 
Conftantinc. The venerable patriarch ( for Antony A . 0. 
attained the age of one hundred and. five years) *5 *■““?**' 
beheld the numerous progeny which had been 
formed by his example and his leflons. The prolific 
colonies of monks multiplied with rapid increafe 
on the lands of Libya, upon the rocks of Thebaic 4 • 

N a " ■: 
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and in the cities of the Nile. To the fouth of 
Alexandria, the mountains, and adjacent defert , 
of Nitria, were peopled by five (houfand anacho- 
rets; and the traveller may Dill inveftigate .the • 
ruins of fifty monafteries , which were planted in 
that barren foil , by the difciples'of Antony In 
•the Upper Thebais , the vacant Ifland of Ta- 
benne 11 was occupied by Pachomius, and fourteen 
hundred of his brethren. That holy abbot fuccef- 
fively founded nine monafteries of men , and one 
qf women ; and the feftival of Eafter fometimes 
colledled fifty thoufand religious . perfons , who 
followed his angelic rule of difcipline “. The 
ftately and populous city of Oxyrinchus, the feat 
of Chriftian orthodoxy, had devoted the temples, 
the public edifices, and even the ramparts , to pious 
and charitable ufes; and the bifhop, who might 
preach in twelve churches, computed ten thoufand 
females, and twenty thoufand males , ofthemonaf- 
tic profeflion '■*.* The Egyptians, who. gloried in 
this marvellous revolution , were difpofed to 
hope, and to believe, that the number of the 
monks was equal to the remainder of the people 15 ; 
and pofterity might repeat the faying, which had 
formerly been applied to the facred animals of the 
fame country. That, in hgypt, it was lefs diffi- 
cult to find a god , than a man. 

Athanaftus introduced into Rome - the know- 
ledge and pra&ice 'of the monaftic life; and a . 
fchool of this new philofophy was opened by the 
difciples of Antony, who accompanied their pri- 
mate to the holy threfhold'of the Vatican. Th® 
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trange and favage appearance of thefe Egyptian chap. 

xcited , at firft, horror and contempt, and, at^xxxvn. 

ength , applaufe and zealous imitation. The fenat- 

>rs, and more efpecially the matrons, transformed 

heir palaces and villas into religious houfes; and 

he narrow inftitution of Jix Veftals , was eclipfed 

)y the'frequent monafteries, which were feated on 

he ruins of ancient temples, and in the midft of 

he Roman Forum Inflamed by the example of 

\ntony, a Syrian youth, whofe name was Hila- 

ion 17 , fixed his dreary abode on a fandy beach, Hiiarion.in 

istween the fea and a morafs , about feven miles - P:,,eft,ne » 

. . . A. D. 328* 

rom. Gaza. The auftere penance', in which he 
tcrlifted forty-eight years, diffufed a fimilar«enthu- 
iafm ; and the holy man was followed by a train- 
>f two or three thoufand anachorets, whenever he 
/ifited the innumerable monafteries *of Paleftine. 

The fame of Bafil " is immortal in the monaftic Bafii.lit 
liftory of the Eaft. With a mind, that had tailed P° n t u? - 
he learning and eloquence of Athens ; with an 
mbition, fcarcely to be fatisfied by the archbifh- 
>pric of Caefarea , Bafil retired to a favage folitude 
n Pontus ; and deigned, for a while, to give 
aws to the fpiritual colonies which he profufely 
cattered along the coaft of the Black Sea. In the 
yeft, Martin of Tours ", a foldier, an hermit, 1 Martin in 
bifliop, and a faint , eftablifhed the monaftgries 
>f Gaul; two thoufand of his difciples followed 
lim to the grave ; and his eloquent hiftorian 
hallenges the deferts of Thebais , to produce, in 
1 more favourable climate , a champion of equal 
firtue. The progrefs of the paonks was not lefs 

• Nj 
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rjpid, or univerfal, than that of Chriftianity itfelf, 
livery province, and, at laft, every city, of the 
empire, was filled with their increafing multitudes; 
and the bleak and barren ifles , from Lcrins to 
Liipari , that arife out of the Tufcan fea, were 
chofen by the anachorets, for the place, of their 
voluntary exile. Ah eafy and perpetual intercourfe 
by fea and land connected the provinces of the 
Roman world; and the life of Hilarion difplays 
the facility with which an indigent hermit of 
Paleftine might traverfe Egypt, embark for Sicily, 
efcape to Epirus, and finally ’fettle in the ifiand ef 
Cyprus *\ The Latin Chriftians embraced the* reli> 
gious tnftitutions of Rome. The pilgrim’s, who 
Vifited J # erufalem, eagerly copied, in the mofl diftant 
climates of the earth, the faithful model of the 
monadic life*. The. difciples . of Antony fpread 
themfelves beyond the tropic over the Chriftian 
empire of ./Ethiopia ”. The monaftery of Bangor ", 
in Flintfhire, which contained above two thoufand 
brethren, difpcrfed a numerous colony among the 
Barbarians of Ireland lJ ; and Iona, one of the 
Hebrides, which was planted by the Irifli monks, 
diffufed over the northern regions a doubtful ray 
of fcience and- fuperftiti-on 

' -Thefe unhappy exiles from focial life , were 
impelled by the dark and implacable genius of 
fuperftition. Their mutual refolution was fupported 
by the example of millions, of either fex, of every 
age, and of every rank; and each profelyte, who 
entered the gates of a monaftery , was perfuaded, 
that he trod the fteep and thorny path of eternal 
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ippinefs i! . But the operation of thcfe religious 
otives was varioufly determined by the temper 
id fituation of mankind. Reafon might fubdue, 
r palTion might fufpend, their influence : but they 
tied molt forcibly on the infirm minds of children 
ad females ; they were flrengthened by fegret 
morfe, or accidental misfortune; and they might 
crive fome aid from the temporal confiderations 
f vanity or intcreft. It was naturally fuppofed, 
lat the pious and humble monks , who had 
-nounced the world , to accompli!!) the work of 
aeir falvation , were the beft qualified for the 
nritual government of the Chriftians. The - reluc- 
int hermit Was torn from his cell,, and feated , 
midft the acclamations of the people , on. the 
pifcopal throne: the monalleries of Egypt, of 
Jaul, and of the Plaft, fuppiied a regular fucceHion 
if faints and bilhops; and ambition foon difebvered 
he fecret road which led to the polfellion of 
vealth and honours **. The popular monks, whofe 
eputation was conceded with the fame and fuccefs 
>f the order, afliduoufly laboured to multiply the 
lumber of their fellow-captives. They infinuated 
hemfelves into noble and opulent families; and 
he fpccious arts of flattery and fedudion were 
mployed to fecure thofe profelytes, who might 
icllow wealth or dignity on the monafiic profef- 
ion. The indignant father bewailed the lofs, 
lerhaps of an only fon’ 7 ; the credulous maid was 
ictrayed by vanity to violate the laws of nature; 
nd the matron afpired to imaginary perfedion, 
)y renouncing the virtues of domeflic life. Paula 
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yielded to the perfuafive eloquence of Jerom 
arid the profane title of mo'ther-in-law of God **, 
tempted that illullrious widow, to confecrate the 
virginity of her daughter Euftochium. By the 
advice, and in the company, of her fpiritual guide, 
Paula abandoned Rome and her infant fon; retired 
to the holy village of ' Bethlem; founded an 
hofpital and four monafteries ; and acquired , by 
her alms and penance, an eminent and confpicuous 
Ration in the catholic church. Such rare and 
illullrious penitents were celebrated as the glory 
and example of their age; but the iflonalteries 
were filled by a crowd of obfcure and abjed 
plebeians !0 , who gained in the cloifter much more 
than they had facrificed io the world. Peafants, 
{laves, and mechanics, might efcape from poverty 
and contempt, to a fafe and honourable profeflion; 
whofe apparent hardfhips were mitigated by 
cuftom, by popular applaufe , and by the fecret 
relaxation of difcipline The fubjedls of Rome, 
whofe perfonj and fortunes were made refponfible 
for unequal and exorbitant tributes, retired from 
the oppreflion of the Imperial government; and 
the pulillanimous youth preferred the penance of 
a monaflic, to the dangers of a military, life. The 
affrighted provincials of every rank, who fled 
before the Barbarians, .found flhelter and fubfift- 
ence ; whole legions were buried in thefe religious 
fanctuaries ; and the fame caufe , which relieved 
the diftrefs of individuals, impaired the flrength 
and fortitude of the empire **. 
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The monadic profeflion of the. ancients '* was 
n a<5l of voluntary devotion. The inconflant fana- 
ic was threatened with the eternal vengeance of 
he God whom he deferted : but the doors of the 
nonaflery were ftill open for repentance. Thofe 
nonks , whofc confcience was fortified by reafon 
>r paflion, were at liberty to refume the Character 
>f meii and citizens ; and even the fpoufes of 
Jhriffc might accept the legal embraces of an 
•arthly lover The examples of fcandal, and the 
jrogrefs of fu perdition , fuggefted the propriety 
)f more forcible rellraints. After a fufficient trial, 
he fidelity of the novice was fecured by a folemn 
nd perpetual vow; and his irrevocable engage- 
nent was ratified by the laws of the church 
nd date. A guilty fugitive was purfued, arreded, 
nd redored to his perpetual prifon ; and the inter- 
jofnion of the magidrate oppreffed the freedom 
md merit, which had alleviated, in fome degree, 
he abject flavery of the monadic difeipline *\ 
The adtions of a monk , his words , and even 
>is thoughts, were determined by an inflexible 
ule 15 , or a capricious fuperior : the flighted 

iffences were corredted by difgrace or confine- 
nent, extraordinary fads or bloody flagellation; 
nd difobedience, murmur, or del py, were ranked 
n the catalogue of the mod heinous fins **. A 
ilind fubmiflion to the commands of the abbot, 
:owever abfurd , or even criminal , they. might 
eem , was the ruling principle, the fird virtue 
i the Egyptian monks ; and their patience 
/as frequently exercifed by the mod extravagant 
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trials. They were directed to remove an enorm- 
ous rock; afliduoufly to water a barren ftaff, 
that was planted in the ground , till, at the end 
of three years, it fhould vegetate and' blolfom 
like a tree; to walk into a fiery furnace; or to 
caff their infant into a deep pond : and feveral 
faints, Or madmen, have been immortalized in 
monadic dory, by their dhoughtlefs , and fear- 
lefs, obedierree J7 . The freedom of the mind> 
the fource of every generous, and rational fen- 
tiinent, was dedroyed by the habits of credulity 
and" fubmiffion; and the monk, contending the 
vices of a flave , devoutly followed the faith 
and paffions of his ccelefiadical tyrant. The 
peace of the eadern church was invaded by a 
fwarm of fanatics , incapable of fear , or reafon, 
or humanity ; and the Imperial troops acknow- 
ledged , without flume , that they were much 
lefs apprehenfive of an encounter with the fiercefl 
Barbarians 

Superdition has often framed and confccrated 
the fantadic garments of the monks but their 
apparent fingularity fometimes proceeds from their 
uniform attachment to a fimple and primitive 
model, which the revolutions of fafliion have 
made ridiculous in the eyes of mankind. The 
father of the Benedicdines exprefdy .difclaims 
all idea of choice, or merit; and foberly exhorts 
his difcyples to adopt the coarfe and convenient 
drefs of the countries which they may inhabit 4 *. 
The monadic habits of the ancients varied with 
the climate, and their mode of life;- and they 
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aflumed, with the fame indifference, the fheeplkin chap. 
of the Egyptian peafants, or the cloak of the xxxvii. 
Grecian philofophers. -They allowed themfelves 
the ufe of linen in Egypt, where it was a cheap 
and domeftic manufacture; but in the "Weft, they 
rejected fuch an expenftve article of foreign 
luxury 4I . It was the pradtice of the monks either 
to cut or fhave their hair ; they wrapped their 
heads in a cowl, to efcape the fight of profane 
objects; their legs and leet were naked, except 
in the extreme cold of winter; and their flow 
and feeble , fteps were fupported by a long ftaff. 

The afpedt of a genuine anachoret was horrid • • 

and difgufting: every fenfation that is offenfive 

to man ; was thought acceptable to God ; and 
the angelic rule of Tabenne condemned *the 
Tfitlutary cuftom of bathing the limbs in water, 
and of anointing them with oil The auftere 
monks flept on the ground , on a hard mat , or 
a rough blanket; and the fame bundle of palm- 
leaves ferved them as a .feat in the day , and a 
pillow in the night. Their original cells were low, 
narrow huts,- built of the flighted materials ; which 
formed, by the regular diftribution of the ftrects, 
a large and populous village , inclofing, within 
the common wall, a church, an hofpital, perhaps 
a library, fome neceffary offices, a garden, and , * 

a fountain or refervoir of frcfli water. Thirty or 
forty brethren compofed a family of feparate 
difeipline and diet; and the great monafteries of 
Egypt confided of thirty or forty families. 
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. Pleafure and guilt are fynonymous terras in the 
language of the monks: and they had difcovered, 
by experience, that rigid falls, and abllemious 
diet, are the moll effedual prefervatives againft 
the impure ' defires of the flefh ". The rules of 
abllinence , which they impofed , or pradifed , 
were not uniform or perpetual : the cheerful 

fellival of the Pentecofl was balanced by the 
extraordinary mortification of Lent; the fervour 
of new monafleries was' infenfibly relaxed ; and 
the voracious appetite of the Gauls could not 
imitate the patient, and temperate* virtue of the 
Egyptians* 4 . The difciples of Antony and Pacho- 
mius were fatisfied with their daily pittance 45 , 
of twelve ounces of bread, or rather bifcuit 44 , 
wlfich they divided into two frugal repalls , of 
the afternoon , and of the evening. It was' 
elleemed a merit , and almoll a duty , to abllain 
from the boiled vegetables, which were provided 
for the refedory; but the extraordinary bounty 
of the abbot fometimes. indulged them with the 
luxury of cheefe , fruit, fallad , and the fmall 
dried filh of the Nile 47 . A more ample latitude 
of fea and river filh was gradually allowed or 
aflumed : but the ufe of flefh was long confined 
to the lick or travellers; and when it gradually 
prevailed in the lefs rigid monafleries of Europe, 
a Angular dillindion was introduced; as if birds, 
whether wild or domellic, had been lefs profane 
than the grofier animals of the field. Water was 
the pure and innocent beverage of the primitive 

-monks ; and the • founder of the Benedidines 
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regrets the daily portion of half a pint of wine, 
which had been extorted from him by the intem- 
perance of the age 4 \ Such an allowance might 
be eafily fupplied by the vineyards of Italy ; and 
his yidtorious difciples, who pafied the Alps, the 
Rhine, and the Baltic, required, in the place of 
wine, an adequate compenfation of ftrong beer 
or cyder. * 

• The candidate who afpired to the virtue of 
evangelical poverty, abjured, at his firtt entrance 
into a regular community, the idea, and even 
the name , of all feparate , or exclufive , poffef- 
fion 4 ‘. The brethren were fupported by their 
manual labour; and the duty of labour was 
flrenuopfly recommended as a penance, as an 
exercife , and as the moft laudable means of fe- 
curing their daily fubfiftence The garden, 
and fields, which the induflry of the monks had 
often refeued from the foreft or the morafs , were 
diligently cultivated by their 'hands. They per- 
formed , without reludtance , the menial offices of 
flaves and domeftics; and the feveral trades that 
were necefiary to provide their habits , their uten- 
fils , and their lodging, were exercifcd within the 
orecindls of the great monafteries. The monaftic 
tudies have tended , for the moft part , to darken, 
ather than to difpel , the cloud of fupei*ftition. 
ifet the curiofity or zeal of fome learned folita- 
ies has cultivated the ecclefiaftical , and even the 
rofane , fciences : and pofterity muft gratefully 
cknowledge, that the monuments of .Greek 
id Roman literature have been preferyed and 
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multiplied by their indefatigable pens ”, But the 
more humble induftry of the monks , efpecially 
in Egypt, was contented with the filent, feden- 
tary, occupation, of making wooden fandals, or 
of twilling the leaves of the palm tree into mats 
and bafkets. The fuperfluous flock, which was 
not confumed in domeftic Ufe, fupplied, by trade, 
the wants of the community: the boats of Ta- 
berme, a^d the other monalleries of Thebais, 
defcended the Nile hs far as Alexandria; and, in 
a Chrillian market , the fandlity of the workmen 
might enhance the intrinfic value of the work. 

But the necellity of . manual labour was infen- 
fibly fuperfeded. . The novice was tempted to 
beftow his fortune on the faints, in whof? fociety 
he was refolved to fpend the remainder of his life; 
and the pernicious indulgence of the laws per- 
mitted him to receive, for their ufe, any future 
acceflions of legacy or inheritance s \ Melania 
contributed her ‘plate, three hundred pounds 
weight of filver ; and Paula contracted an im- 
menfe debt, for the relief of their favourite 
monks; who kindly imparted the merits of their 
prayers and penance to a rich and liberal fin- 
uer Time continually increafed , and acci- 
dents could feldom diminifh j the eftates of 'the 
popular monalleries, which fpread over the ad- 
jacent country and cities: and, in the firll cen- 
tury of their inflitution , the. infidel Zofimus has 
malicioufly obferved , that, for the benefit, of the 
poor, # the Chrillian monks had reduced a great 
part of mankind to a, flatc of beggary As 
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Diig as they maigitajned their origin;# fervotir , 
hey approved themlelves, however, the faithful 
nd benevolent Rewards of m the charity, which 
vas entrufted to their care. But their difcipline 
vas corrupted by profperity:' they gradually 
(fumed the pride of wealth., and at laft indulged 
he luxury of expence. Their public luxury 
aigTit be excufed by the magnificence of reli- 
gious worfhip, and the decent motive of eredting 
urable habitations for an immortal fociety. But 
very a'ge of the church has accufed the licen- 
ioufnefs of the degenerate monks; who no 
anger remembered the object of their inflitution, 
mbraced the vain and fenTual pleafures of the 
vorld , which they had renounced”, and fcan- 
laioufly .abufed the riches which had been ac- 
|uired % by the auftere. v r irtues of their founders 
t heir natural defcent , from fuch painful and 
langerous virtue , to the common vices of huma- 
iity, will not, perhaps, excite much grief or 
ndignation in the mind of a philofopher. 

The lives of the primitive monks were con- 
umed in penance and folitude; undifturbed by 
he various occupations which fill the time, and 
xercife the faculties , of reafonable , adtive, and 
ocial beings. Whenever they were permitted 
o ftep beyond the precindts of the monaftery, 
wo jealous companions were the mutual guards 
ind fpies of each other’s adlions ; and* after their 
eturn , they were condemned to forgpt, or* at 
caft , to' fupprcfs , whatever they had feen or 
leard in the world. Strangers , who profeffed 
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the orthodox faith, were hospitably entertained ' 
in a feparate apartment; but their dangerous 
converfation was rcltri&ed to fome chofen elders 
of approved difcretion anfl fidelity. Except in 
their prefence, the mQiiaftic flave might, not 
receive the vifits of his friends or kindred; and 
it was deemed highly meritorious , if he afflided 
a tender filler, or an aged parent, by the oblti- 
nate refufal of a word or look s \ The monks 
themfelves palfed their lives , without perfonal 
attachments , among a crowd , which had been 
formed by accident , and was detained , in the 
fame priforl , by force or prejudice. Reclufe 
fanatics have fdw ideas or fentiments to commu- 
nicate : a fpecial licence of the abbot regulated 
the time and duration of their . familiar vifits; 
and, at their fdent meals, they were enveloped 
in their cowls, inaccelfible, and almoft invifible, 
to each other Study is the refource of foli- 
tude : but education had not prepared and qua- 
lified for any liberal ftudies the. mechanics and 
peafants, who filled the monaftic communities. 
They might work: but the vanity of fpiritual 
perfection* was tempted to difdain the exercife of 
manual labour; and the induftry mult be faint 
and languid, which is not excited by. the fenfe 
of perfonal intereft. 

According to their faith and zeal , they might 
employ thp day, which they palfed in their cell?, 
either in vocal or mental prayer: they alfembled 
in the evening, and they were awakened in the 
night, for the public worlhip of the monaltery. 

The 
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^Tlie precife moment was determined by the ftars, 
\vhich are feldom clouded in the ferene fiky of 
Egypt; and a ruftic horn, or trumpet, the fignal 
of devotion , twice interrupted the vaft filence 
of the defert Even fleep, the laft refuge of 
the unhappy, was rigoroufly meafured : the va- 
cant hours of the monk heavily rolled along, 
without bufinefs or pleafure ; and , before the 
clofe of each day, he had repeatedly acctifed the 
tedious progrefs of the Sun In this comfort- 
lefsftate, fuperftition dill purfued and tormented 
her wretched votaries *\ The repofe which they 
had fought in the cloifter was dillurbed by tardy 
repentance, profan.e doubts, and guilty defires; 
and while they confidered each natural impulfe 
as an unpardonable fin , they perpetually trembled 
on the edge of a flaming and bottomlefs abyfs. 
From the painful ftruggles of difeafe and defpair, 
thefe unhappy vidims were fometimes relieved 
by madnefs or death; and, in the fixth century, 
an hofpital was founded at Jerufalem for a final 1 
portion of the auftere penitents , who were de- 
prived of their fenfes **. Their viflons, before 
they attained this extreme and acknowledged 
term of frenzy, have afforded ample material; of 
fupernatural hiftory. It was their firm perfua- 
fion , that the air , which they breathed , was 
peopled with invifible enemies ; with innumer- 
able daemons , who watched every occafion and 
aflumed every form, to terrify, and above all, to 
tempt , their unguarded virtue. The imagina- 
tion , and even the fenfes, were deceived by the 
• Vol. VI. O 
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illufions of diftempered fanaticifm ; and the her- 
mit , wliofe midnight prayer was opprefTed by 
involuntary {lumber , might eafily confound the 
phantoms of horror or delight , which had occu- 
pied his fleeping, and his waking dreams *\ 

The monks were divided into two clafles: the 
Coenobites , who lived under a common, and regu- 
lar, difeipline; and the Ana 'horeti , who indulged 
their unfocial , independent , fanaticifm ‘\ The 
mod devout, or the moil ambitious, of the fpirit- 
ual brethren, renounced the convent, as they had 
renounced the world. • The fervent monafleries of 
Egypt, Paleftine, and Syria, were furrounded by 
a Lama *' , a diflant circle of folitary cells ; and 
the extravagant penance of the Hermits was Hi- 
mulated by applaufe and emulation They funk 
under the painful weight of erodes and chains; 
and their emaciated limbs were confined by col- 
lars , bracelets, gauntlets and greaves, of maify , 
and rigid, iron. All fuperfluous incumbrance of 
drefs they contemptuoufly caft away; and fome 
favage faints of both fexes have been admired, . 
whole naked bodies -were only covered by their 
long hair. 1 hey afpired to reduce the'mfelves to 
thq rude and miferable flate in which the human 
brute is fcarcely diftinguiflied above his kindred 
animals: and a numerous fe2l of Anachoiets de- 
rived theif name from their lulmble practice of 
grazing in the fields of JVlefopotamia with the 
common herd . They often ufurped the den of 
fome wild beaft whom they affected to refemble; 
they buried themfelves in fome gloomy cavern, 
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which art or nature had fcooped out. of the rock; chap. 
and the marble quarries of Thebais are ftiil in- xxxvil. 
fcribed with the monuments of their penance 
The mod perfedl Hermits are fuppofed to have 
paffed many days without food , many nights 
•without fleep, and many years without fpcaking; 
and glorious was the man (I abufe that name) who 
contrived any cell , or feat, of a peculiar conduc- 
tion, which might expofe him, in the mofl incotw 
Venient po'fture., to the inclemency of the feafons. 

Among thefe heroes of the monaftic life , the Simeon 
name and genius of Simeon Stylites ** have be6n St ^ 1,t ”' 
immortalized by the fingular invention of an aerial 395 — 
.penance. At the age of thirteen , the young 
Syrian deferted the profeflion of a fiiepherd, and 
threw himfelf into an auftere monaftery. After ai 
long and painful noviciate, in which Simeon was 
repeatedly faved from pious filicide, he ellablilhed 
his refidence on a mountain, about thirty or forty 
miles to the Fall of Antioch.' Within the fpace 
of a mandra , or circle of ftones , to which he had 
^ attached himfelf by a ponderous chain , he af- 
cended a column , which \yas fuccelfively raifecl 
from the height of nine, to that of fixty, feet* 
from the ground “. In this lall , and lofty, fta- 
tion , the Syrian Anachoret refilled the heat of 
thirty fummers, and the cold of as many winters. 

Habit and exercife inllrudted him to maintain his 
dangerous fituation without fear or giddinefs, and 
fucceltively to ^alfume the different poflures of de- 
• votion. ' He fometimes prayed rn an eredt atti-- 
tude, with his oirt-ftretched arms , in the figure" 
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of a crofs; b.ut his moft familiar practice was that 
of bending his meagre fkeleton from the forehead 
to the feet ; and a curious fpectator , after num- 
bering twelve hundred and forty-four repetitions, 
at length debited from the endlefs account. The 
progrefs of an ulcer in his thigh 71 might fhorten, 
but it could not difturb, this cclejfial life; and the 
patient Hermit expired , without defeending from 
his column. A prince, who Ihould capricioufly 
inflict fuch tortures , would be deemed a tyrant; 
but it would furpafs the power of a tyrant, to im- 
pofe a long and miferable exiftence on the re- 
ludfant. vidtims of his cruelty. This voluntary 
martyrdom mult have gradually deltroyed the fal- 
libility both of the mind and body ; nor can it be 
prefumed that the fanatics , who torment them- 
felves , are fufceptible of any lively affedtion for 
the reft of mankind. A cruel unfeeling temper 
has diltinguilhed the monks of every age and 
country: their Item- indifference , which is feldom 
mollified by perfonal friendfhip , is inflamed by 
religious hatred ; and their mercilefs zeal has § 
ftrenuoufly adminiftered the holy office of the 
Inquifition. 

The monaftic faints , who excite only the con- 
tempt and pity of a philofophcr, were refpeded, 
and almoft adored,' by the prince and people. 
Succeflive crowds of pilgrims from Gaul and India 
faluted the*divine pillar of Simeon: the tribes of 
Saracens difputed in arms the honour of his bene- 
didtion; the queens of Arabia and Perfia gratefully 
confeffed his fupernatural virtue ; and the angelic 
Hermit was confulted by the younger Theodofius, 
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in the mod important concerns of the church and chav. 
date. His remains were tranfported from the xxxvil. 
mountain of TelenilTa, by a folemn procettion of 
the patriarch , the matter-general of the Eaft , fix 
bifhops, twenty-one counts or tribunes, and fifc, 
th.oufand foldiers; and Antioch revered his bones, 
as her glorious ornament and impregnable defence. 

The fane of the apoftles and martyrs was gradually 
eclipfed by thefe recent and popular Anachocets ; 
the Chiittian world fell proftrate before their 
fhrines; aid the miracles afcriBed to their relics 
exceeded, at lead in number and duration, the 
fpiritual emloits of their lives. But the golden 
legend of heir lives 71 was embellifhed by the 
artful credulty of their in tcrefted brethren; and 
a believing a*e was eafily perfumed, that the 
flighted: caprice of an Egyptian or a Syrian monk, 
had been fufticent to interrupt the eternal laws of 
the univerfe. The favourites of Heaven were 
accuftomed to cure inveterate difeafes with 
a touch, a wod, or a diftant mcffage; and 
to expel the mod: diftinate daemons from the fouls 1 
or bodies, which thiy pottetted. They familiarly *' 
accofted, or imperially commanded, tlie lions 
and ferpents of the dtfert; infilled vegetation into 
a faplefs trunk ; fufpenod iron on the furface of 
the water; patted the Nle'on the back of a cro- 
codile, and refrefhed thet>fe)ves in a fiery furnace. , 

Thefe extravagant tales , vhich difplay the fidion, 
without the genius, of poetry, have feriouflv 
affeded the reafon, the faith, and the morals, of 
the Chriftians. Their credulity -Jebafed and vitiated 
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the faculties of the mind: they corrupted the evi- 
dence of hiftory; and fuperflition gradualjy eitin- 
guiflied the hofiile light of philofophy and fcience. 
Every mode of /religious worfhip which had been 
pradtifed by the faints, every myfterious dcdlrine 
which they believed, was fortified by the bndion 
of divine revelation , and all the manly virtues were 
opprefied by the fervile and pufillanimods reign 
of the monks. If it be poflfible to meafuK the in- 
terval, between the philofophic writings of Cicero 
and the facred legend of Theodoret, be:ween the 
character of Cato and that of Simeop, we may 
appreciate the memorable revolution which was 
accomplilhed in the Roman empire within a 
period of five hundred years. 

II. The p.rogrefs of Chriftianty has been 
marked by two glorious and deqfive victories: 
over the learned and luxurious citjtens of the Ro- 
man empire ; and over the warlike Barbarians of 
Scythia and Germany , who fubyerted the epipire, 
and embraced the religion, of ine Romans. Hie 
Goths were the foremoft of /iefe favage profe- 
lites; and the nation was lndyotcd for its conver- 
fion to a countryman, or, At lead, to a fubjecl, 
worthy to be ranked among the inventors of ufe- 
fill arts, who have defervsQ the remembrance and 
gratitude of pofterity.* i great number of Ro- 
man provincials had been led away into captivity 
by the Gothic bands , / T ho ravaged Afia in the 
time of Gallienus : add of thefe captives, many 
were Chriftians , aya fevcral belonged to the 
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ecclefiaftical order. Thofe involuntary miffionaries, ( 
difperfed as flaves in the villages of Dacia , iuc- 
cdlively laboured for the falvation of their maC- 
te$. The feeds, which they planted of the evan- 
geic dodtrine, were gradually propagated^ and, 
befcre the end of a century, the pious work was 
atcheved by the labours of 'Ulphilas, whofe an- 
cefto« had been tranfported beyond the Danube 
from fmall town of Cappadocia. 

Ulptilas , thebilhop and apoflle of the Goths 7 ’, 
acquire' their love and'reverence by his blamelefs 
life anc. indefatigable- zeal; and they received, 
with imdicit confidence, the dodtrines of truth 
and virtu, which he preached and pradlifed. He 
executed fie arduous talk of tranllating the Scrip- 
tures into heir native tongue, a dialed! of the 
German, c Teutonic, language; but he pru- 
dently fuppifled the four books of Kings , as they 
might tend 0 irritate the fierce and fanguinary 
fpirit of tht Barbarians. The rude, imperfedt, 
idiom of folo-rs and fhepherds, fo ill -qualified 
to communica. any fpiritual ideas, was improved 
and modulated y his genius; and Ulphilas, be- 
fore he could f.me bis verfion, was obliged to 
cofrtpofe a new lphabet of twenty- four letters; 
four of which he nV ented, to exprefs the peculiar 
founds that werd tiknnwn to the Greek, and La- 
tin pronunciation ' Bnt the profperous flare of 
the Gothic church as f oon afflidfed by war and 
intedme difeord , an ;j ie chieftains were divided 
by religion as well <5y jnterefl. Fntigern, the 
friend of the Romani became the profelyte of 
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TJIphilas; while the haughty foul of Athanaric 
difdained the yoke of the empire, and of the Go- 
fpel. The faith of the new converts was tried b T 
the perfecution which he excited. A waggor, 
bearing aloft the fliapelefs image, of Thor, pr- 
haps , or of Woden, was condu&ed in folernn po- 
cellion through the ftreets of the camp; andthe 
rebels , who refufcd to worfhip the God of heir 
fathers, were immediately burnt, with their/ents 
pnd families. The character -of Ulphilas jtcom- 
mended him to the efleem of the Ealtern Court, 
where he twice appeared as the minifter of peace; 
be pleaded the caufe of the diftrefled Go/s who 
implored the protection of Valens; and fle name 
of Mofcs was applied to this fpiritual gone , who 
conducted his people, through the deenwaters of 
the Danube , to the Land of Promife 7 y The de* 
vout fhepherds, who were attached tq«is perfon, 
and tractable to his voice, acquiefcedpn their fet- 
tleruent , at the foot of theMxfian mountains, in 
a country of woodlands and pafturc/ which fup- 
ported their flocks and herds, and/nabled them 
to purchafe the corn and wine of tM more plenti- 
ful provinces Thefe harmlefs /arbarians mul- 
tiplied , in obfeure peace, and /e profeflion pf 
Chriftianity Tt . ■ l 

Their fiercer brethren , th^f°>niidable Vifi- 
goths, univerfally adopted the/digion of the Ro- 
mans, with whom they maij/ained a perpetual 
intercourfe, of war, of friend/ip, or of conqueft. 
In their long and vidloriouyuarch from the Da- 
pqbe to tfie Atlantic ocean /hey converted their 
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allies; they educated the rifing generation; and c h * i\ 
the devotio'n which reigned in the camp of Alaric, 3*exvn. 
or the court of Thouloufe, might edify, or d if- t 
grace , the palaces of Rome and Conftantinople ,T . 

During the fame period , Chriftianity was em- 
braced by almoft all the Barbarians, who efta- 
bliflied their kingdoms on the ruins of the Weftern 
empire; the Burgundians in Gaul, the Suevi in 
Spain, the Vandals in Africa, the Oftrogoths in 
Pannonia, and the -various bands of Mercenaries, 
that railed Odoacer to the throne of Italy. The 
Franks and the Saxons Bill perfevered in the er- 
rors of Paganifm; but the Franks obtained the mo- . 
narchy of Gaul by their fubmiflion to the example 
of Clovis; and the Saxon conquerors of Britain 
were reclaimed from their favage fuperffition by 
the miffionaries of Rome. Thefe Barbarian pro- 
felytes difplayed an ardent and fuccefsful zeal in 
the propagation of the faith. The Merovingian 
Icings, and their fucceffors, Charlemagne and the 
Othos , extended by their laws and vi&ories, the 
dominion of the crofs. England produced the- 
apoftle of Germany; and the evangelic light was 
gradually diffused from the neighbourhood of the 
Rhine, to the nations of the Elbe, the Villula, 
and the Baltic 7 *. 

The different motives which influenced the Motives or 
reafon, or the paflions , of the Barbarian converts, theirfd,tlK 
cannot eafily be afeertained. They were often 
capricious and accidental ; a dream, an omen, the 
report of a miracle, the example of fome pried, 
or hero, the charms of a believing wife, and 


Digitized by Google 


sig THE DECLINE AND FALL 


C H a p. above all, the fortunate event of a prayer, or 
XXXViA vow , which , in a moment of danger', they had 
addreffed to the God of the Chriftians 7 *. The early 
prejudices of edycation were inl’enfibly erazed by 
the habits of # frequent and familiar fociety; the 
moral precepts of the Gofpel were protected by 
the extravagant virtues of the monks; and a fpi- 
ritual theology was fupported by the vifible power 
of relics, and the pomp of religious worfliip. 
But the rational and ingenious mode of perfuafion, 
which a Saxon bifhop 80 fuggefted to a popular 
faint, might fometimes be' employed by die 
. miffionaries , who laboured for the converfion of 
infidels. “Admit,” fays the fagacious difputant, 
“ whatever they are pleaied to affert of the fa- 
“ bulous , and carnal , genealogy of their gods 
and goddeffes, who are propagated from each 
“ other. From this principle deduce their ini' 
“ perfed nature, and human infirmities, the af- 
“ furance they were born, and the probability 
“ that they will die. At what time, by what 
•“ means, from what caufe , were the eldeft of 
“ the gods or goddeffes produced? Do they flill 
“ continue, orhave they ceafed , to propagate? If 
“ they have ceafed , fummon your antagomfts to 
“ declare the reafon of this ftrange alteration. If 
“ they Hill continue , the number of the gods muff 
“ become infinite; and fhall we not rifle, by the 
“ indifereet worfliip of fome impotent deity, to 
“ excite the refentment of his jealous "fuperior? 
“ 1 he vifible heavens and earth , the whole fyfteffl 
Cf gf the univerfe , which may be conceived by 
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“ the mind, is it created or ‘eternal? If created, 

. “ how, or where, could the gods themfelves exift 
“ before the creation ? If eternal, how could they 
w airume the empire of an independent and pre- 
* c exifting world ? Urge thefe arguments with 
“ temper and moderation; infinuate, at feafon- 
<c able intervals, the truth, and beauty, of the 
“ Chriftian revelation ; and endeavour to make 
ft the unbelievers alhamed, without making them 
rt angry. ” This metaphyfical rcafoning, too re- 
fined perhaps for the Barbarians of Germany , was 
fortified by the grofler weight of authority and po- 
pular conl’ent. The advantage of temporal pro- 
fperity had deferted the Pagan caufe, and pafled 
over to the fervice of Chriftianity. The Romans 
themfelves, the moft powerful and enlightened 
nation of the globe , had renounced their ancient 
fuperftition ; and, "if the ruin of their empire 
f.emed to accufe the efficacy of the new faith, the 
difgrace was already retrieved by the converfion of 
the vidonous Goths. The valiant and fortunate 
Barbarians, who fubdued the provinces of the 
Weft, fucceffively received, and refleded, the 
fame edifying example. Before the age of Charle- 
magne , the Chriftian nations of Europe might 
exult in the exclufive poffeffion of the temperate 
climates, of the fertile lands, which produced 
corn, wine, and oil; while the favage idolaters, 
and their helplefs idols, were confined to the 
extremities of the earth , the dark and frozen 
regions of the North 
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chap. Chriftianity, which opened the gates of Heaven 
xxxvii. to the Barbarians, introduced an important change 
Hava* of in their moral and political condition. They re- 
their con- ce j vec | • at t j ie f ame time, the ufe of letters, fo ef- 
fential to a religion whole dodrines are contained 
in a facjed book; and while they ftudied the di- 
vine truth, their minds were infenfibly enlarged 
by the diftant view of hillory, of nature, of the 
arts, and of fociety. The verfion of the Scrip- 
tures into their native tongue, which had facili- 
tated their converfion , mull excite, among their 
clergy, fome cufiofity to read the original text, 
to underftand the facred liturgy of the church, 
and to examine, in the writings of the fathers, the 
chain of ecclefiaftical tradition. Thefe fpiritual 
gifts were preferved in the Greek and Latin lan- 
guages, which concealed the ineftimable monu- 
ments of ancient learning. The immortal pro- 
ductions of Virgil , Cicero, and Livy, which were 
acceflible to the Chriftian Barbarians , maintained 
a filent intercourfe between the reign of Auguftus, 
and the times of Clovis and Charlemagne. The 
emulation of mankind was encouraged by the re- 
membrance of a more perfed Hate; and the flame 
of fcience was fecretly kept alive, to warm and 
enlighten the mature age of the Weftern world. 
In the molt corrupt ftate of Chriftianity, the Bar- 
barians might learn juftice from the law, and 
mercy from the gafpel: and if the knowledge of- 
their duty was infufficient to guide their adions, 
pr to regulate their paflions ; they were fomerimes 
reftrained by confciencei and frequently punilhed 
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b*y remorfe. But the dired authority of religion 
was lefs effectual , than the holy communion which 
united .them with their Chriftian brethren in fpi- 
ritual friendfhip. The influence of thefe fenti- 
mentsT contributed to fecure their fidelity in the 
fervice , or the alliance, of the Romans, to alle- 
viat^the horrors of war, to moderate the infolence 
of conqueft, hnd to preferve, in the downfall of 
the empire , a permanent refped for the name and 
inftitutions of Rome. In the days of Paganifm , 
the priefts of Gaul and Germany reigned over the 
people, and controuled the jurifdidion of the ma- 
giftrates; and the zealous profelytes transferred an 
equal, or more ample, meafure of devout obe- 
dience, to the pontiffs of the Chriftian faith. The 
facred charader of the bifhops was fupported by 
their temporal pofleflions ; they obtained an ho- 
nourable feat in the legiflative aflemblies of fol- 
diers and freemen ; and it was their intereft , as 
well as their duty, to mollify, by peaceful coun- 
fels, the fierce fpirit of the Barbarians. The per- 
petual correfpondence of the Latin clergy , the 
frequent pilgrimages to Rome and Jerufalem , 
and the growing authority of the Popes, cemented 
the union of the Chriftian republic: and gradually 
produced the fimilar manners, and common jurif- 
prudence , which have diftinguilhed , from the 
reft of mankind , the independent, and even hof- 
tile, nations of modern Europe. 

But the operation of thefe caufes was checked 
and retarded by the unfortunate accident, which 
infufed a deadly poifon into, the cup of Salvation. 
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chap. Whatever might be the early fentiments of t*|. 

xxxvil. philas, his connections with the empire and the 
church were formed timing the reign of Arianifm. 
The apoflle of the Goths fubferibed the creed of 
Rimini; profeffed with freedom, and perhaps wi'h 
fincerity , that the Son was not equal, or confub- 
ftantial to the Father communicated theft er- 
rors to the clergy and people ; and infected the 
Barbaric world with an herefy*’ , which the great 
Theodofnis profcribed and extinguiflied among 
the Romans. The temper anti underftandiug of 
the new profelytes were not adapted to metaphy- 
fical fubtleties ; but they ftrenuoufly maintained, 
what they had pioufly received , as the pure and 
genuine doctrines of Ghriftianity. The advantage 

* of preaching and expounding the Scriptures in the 
Teutonic ljtnguage , promoted the apoftolic la- 
bours of Ulphilas, and his fuccefTor; and they 
ordained a competent number of bifhops and pref- 
byters , for the inflruction of the kindred tribes. 
1 he Oltrogoths, the Burgundians, the Suevi, and 

* the Vandals, who had liflened to the eloquence of 
the Latin clergy ,f , preferred (be more intelligible 
lefTons of their domcftic teachers ; and Arianifm 
was adopted as the national faith of the warlike 
converts , who were feated on the ruins of the 
Wefiern empire. This irreconcilable difference 
of religion was a perpetual fource of jealonfy and 
hatred ; and the reproach of Barbarian was embit- 
tered by the more odious epithet of Heretic. The 
heroes of the North, who had fubmitted , with 

fome relu&ance, to believe that aU their auceltor* 
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were in hell were adonifhed and exafperated 
to learn , that they themfelves had only changed 
the mode of -their eternal condemnation. Indead 
of the fmooth applaufe , which Chriftian kings are 
accudnmed to expect from their loyal prelates, the 
orthodox bifbops* and their clergy were in a date 
of oppofition to the Arian courts; and their indif- 
crect oppofition frequently became criminal, and 
might fometimes be dangerous ,s The pulpit , 
that fafe and facred organ of fedition , refounded 
with the names of Pharaoh and Holofernes 87 ; the 
public difoontent was inflamed by the hope or 
promife of a glorious deliverance; and the fedi- 
tious faints were tempted to pi^mote the accom- 
plifhment of their own predictions. Notwithdand- 
ing thefe provocations-, the - Catholics of Gaul, 
Spain , and Italy , enjoyed , under the reign of 
the Arians , the free , and peaceful , exercife of 
their religion. Their haughty maders refpetded the 
zeal of a numerous people , refolved to die at the 
foot of their altars; and the example of their de- 
vout condanpy was admired and imitated by the 
Barbarians themfelves. The conquerors evaded, 
however , the difgraceful reproach , or confefhon , 
of fear, by attributing their toleration to the li- 
beral motives of reafon and humanity; and while 
they affected the language, they * imperceptibly 
iitibibed the fpirit, of genuine Chridiamty. 

The peace of the church was fometimes inter- 
rupted. The Catholics were indifereet, the Bar- 
barians were impatient; and the partial acds of 
feverity or injudice which had been recommended 
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by the Arian clergy , were exaggerated by the 
orthodox writers. The guilt of petfecution may 
be imputed to Euric, king of the VSfigoths; who 
fufpended the exercife of ecclefiaftical , or at lead, 
of cpifcopal , functions ; and punilhed the popular 
bifhops of Aquitain with imprifonment, exile, and 
confiscation 8 ‘. But the cruel and abfurd enter- 
prife of fubduing the minds of a whole people, 
was undertaken by the Vandals alone. Genferic 
himfelf, in his early youth, had renounced the 
orthodox communion ; and the apoftate could 
neither grant, nor exped, a fincece forgivenefs. 
He was exafperated to find , that the Africans, 
who had fled before him in the field , ftill pre- 
fumed to difpute his will in fynods and churches; 
and his ferocious mind Was incapable of fear, or of 
compaffion. His’ CatKolic fubjeds were oppreffed 
by intolerant laws , and arbitrary punifhments. 
The language of Genferic was furious, and for- 
midable ; the knowledge of his intentions might 
juftify the moll unfavourable interpretation of his 
adions j. and the Arians were reproached with the 
frequent executions, which ftained the palace, 
and the dominions, of the tyrant. Arms and am- 
bition were, however, the ruling paffions of the 
monarch of the fca. But Hunneric, his inglorious 
fon , who feemed to inherit only his vices, tor- 
mented the Catholics with the fame unrelenting 
fury , which fiad been fatal to his brother, his ne- 
phews, and the friends and favourites of his fa- 
ther: and even to the Arian patriarch, who was 
inhumanly burnt alive in the midft of Carthage. 

The 
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The religious war was preceded and prepared by 
an infidious truce; perfecution was made the 
ferious and important bufinefs of the Vandal 
court ; and the loathfome difeafe , which haftened 
the death of Hunneric , revenged the injuries, 
without contributing to the deliverance, of the 
church. The throne of Africa was fuccetlively 
filled by the two nephews of Hunneric; by Gun- 
damund , who reigned about twelve, and by 
Thrafimund , who governed the nation above 
twenty -feven years. Their adminiftration was 
hoftile and oppreflive to the orthodox party. 
Gundamund appeared to emulate, or even tot 
furpafs, the cruelty of his uncle; and, if at 
length he relented, if he recalled the biffiops ; 
and reflored the freedom of Athanafian worfliip, 
a premature death intercepted the benefits of his 
tardy clemency. His brother, Thrafimund , was 
the greateft and moft accomplifhed of the Vandal 
• kings , whom he excelled in beauty , prudence , 
and magnanimity of foul. But this magnanimous 
character was degraded by his intolerant zeal 
and deceitful clemency. Inlfead of threats and tor- 
tures , he employed the gentle, but efficacious, 
powers of fedudlion. Wealth, dignity, ^nd the 
royal favour, were the liberal rewards of apo- 
flacy ; the Catholics, who had vflblated the laws,> 
might purchafe their pardon by the renunciation 
of their faith ; and whenever Thrafimund medi- 
tated any rigorous meafure , lie patiently waited 
till the indifcretion of his adverfaries furniflied 
him with a fpeeious opportunity. Bigotry was 
Vol. VI. P 
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his laft fentiment in the hour of de*ath : and lie 
exacted from his fucceffor a folemn oath, that be 
would never tolerate the fectaries of A thanafius. 
But his fucceifor, Hilderic, the gentle fon of the 
favage Hu n neric', preferred the duties of human- 
ity and juflice, to the vain obligation of an im- 
pious oath; and his acceflion was glorioufly 
marked by the reftoration of peace and univerfal 
freedom. The throne of that virtuous , though 
feeble monarch , was ufurped by his coufin Geli- 
mer , a zealous Arian : but the Vandal kingdom 
before he could enjoy or abufe his power, was 
fubverted by the arms of Belifarius ; and the 
orthodox party retaliated the injuries which they 
had endured s> . 

The paHionate declamations of the Catholics, 
the foie hiftorians of this perfecution, cannot 
afford any diltinct feries of caufes and events; 
any impartial view of characters, or counfels; but 
the moll remarkable circumftances , that deferve 
either credit or notice, may be referred to the 
following heads: I. In the original law, which 
is flill extant **, Hunneric exprefsly declares, 
and the declaration appears to be corrcdt, that 
he had faithfully tranfcribed the regulations and 
penalties of the Imperial edicts; againft the heretic- 
al congregatioi# , the clergy, and the people, 
who dilfented from the eftablifhed religion. If the 
lights of confcience had been underltood , the 
Catholics muff have condemned their paft con- 
duct, or acquiefced in their aCtual bufferings. But 
they Bill perlxfted to refufe the indulgence which 
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tliey claimed. While they trembled under the c H ft P> 
lafli of perfecution , they praifed the laudable xxxvtii 
feverity of Hunneric himfelf, who burnt or ba- 
nifhed great numbers of Manichaeans* 1 ; and 
they rejeded , with horror, the ignominious com- 
promife , that the difciples of Arius, and of Atha- 
nafius , fhould enjoy a reciprocal and fimilar 
toleration in the territories of the Romans , and 
in thofe of the Vandals **. II. The practice of' 
a conference , which the Catholics had fo fre- 
quently ufed to infult and pUnifh their obfiinate 
tmtagonifts , was retorted againft themfelves 
At the command of Hunderic four hundred and 
fixty-fix orthodox bilhops affembled at Carthage; 
but when they were admitted into the hall of 
audience , they had the mortification of be- 
holding the Arian Cirila exalted on the patriarch- 
al throne. The difputants were feparated , after 
the mutual and ordinary reproaches of noife and 
filence , of delay and precipitation , of military 
force and of popular clamour. One martyr and ' 
one confelfor were feleded among the Catholic • 
bifhops; twenty -eight efcaped by flight, and 
eighty -eight by conformity; forty - fix were fent 
into Corfica to cut timber for the royal navy, 
and three hundred and two were banilhed to the 
different parts of, Africa, expofed to the infults 
of their enemies, and carefully deprived of all 
the temporal and fpiritual comforts of life *\ The 
hard (hips of ten years exile muff have reduced 
their numbers; and if “they had complied with 
the law of Thrafimund , which prohibited any 
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chap, epifcopal confecrations , the orthodox church of 
xxxvii. Africa muff have expired with the Jives of its 
adtual members. They difobeyed ; and their dif- 
obedience was punifhed by a fecond exile of two 
hundred and twenty bifhops into Sardinia; where 
they languifhed fifteen years , till the acceffion 
of the gracious Hilderic*‘. The two iflands were 
judicioufly chofen by the malice of their Arian 
tyrants. Seneca, from his own experience, has 
deplored and exaggerated the miferable ftate of 
Corfica'* , and the plenty of Sardinia was over- 
balanced by the unwholefome quality of the 
air’ 7 . III. The zeal of Genferic , and his fuc- 
celfors, for the converfion of the Catholics, mult 
have rendered them ftfll more jealous to guard 
the purity of the Vandal faith. Before the church- 
• es were finally fhut , it was a crime to appear 

in a Barbarian drefs; and thofe who prefumed 
to negletft the royal mandate, were rudely drag- 
ged backwards by their long hair **. The 
9 Palatine officers, who refufed to profefs the reli- 
• gion of their prince, were ignominioufly ftripped 
of their honours, and employments; banilhed 
to Sardinia and Sicily ; or condemned to the 
fervile labours of fiaves and peafants in the fields 
of Utica. In the diftridls which had been pecu- 
liarly allotted to the Vandals , the exercife of 
the Catholic worlhip was more ftridfly prohi- 
bited ; and fevere penalties were denounced 
• again ft the guilt, both of the millionary , and 
the profelyte. By tbefe'hrts, the faith of the 
Barbarians was preferred , and their zeal Vf%? 
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inflamed: they difcharged , with devout fury, 

. the office of fpies , informers, or executioners; 
and whenever their cavalry took the field, it 
was the favourite amufement of the march, to 
defile the churches , and to infult the clergy of 
the adverfe fadlion **. IV. The citizens who 
> had been educated in the luxury of the Roman 
province, were delivered, w r ith exquifite cruelty, 
to the Moors of the defert. A venerable train 
of bifhops, prefbyters, and deacons, with a 
faithful crowd of four thoufand and ninety -fix 
perfons, whofe guilt is not precifely afcertained, 
were torn from their r^tive homes , by the 
command of Hunneric. «X)uring the night they 
were confined , like a nerd of cattle , amidfl 
their own ordure : during the day they purfued 

their march over the burning fands ; and if they 
fainted under the heat and fatigue , . they were 
goaded, or dragged along, till they expired in 
the hands of their tormentors'". Thefe unhappy 
exiles , when they reached the Moorifh huts, 
might excite the compaffion of a people, whofe 
native humanity was neither improved by reafon, 
nor corrupted by fanaticifin : but if they efcaped 
the dangers , they were condemned to lhare the 
diftrefs, of a favage life. V. It is incumbent on 
the authors of perfecution previoufly to refletfl , 
whether they are determined to fupport it in 
the laft extreme. They excite the flame which 
they ftrive to extinguifh ; and it foon becomes 
neceflary to chaftife the contumacy , as well as 
the crime, of the offender. The fine, which he 
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chap, j 5 unable or unwilling to difcharge , expofes his 
Xxxvn. perfon to the feverity of the law ; and his con- 
tempt of lighter penalties fuggefts the life and 
propriety of capital punifhment. Through the 
veil of fi&ion and declamation, we may clearly 
perceive , that the Catholics, more efpecially 
under the reign of Hunneric, endured the raoft 
cruel and ignominious treatment 101 . Refpedable 
citizens, noble matrons, and confecra ted virgins, 
were ftripped naked , and railed in the air by 
pullies , with a weight fufpended at their feet, 
In this painful attitude their naked bodies were 
torn with fcourges , oj^burnt in the raoft tender 
parts with red -hot plat<?s^f iron. The amputation 
of the ears, the nofe, tne tongue, and the right- 
band, was inflidted by the Arlans; and although 
the precife number cannot be defined , it is evi- 
dent that many perfons, among whom a bifliop'” 
and a proconful 101 may be named , were entitled 
to the crown of martyrdom. The fame honour 
has been afcrified to the memory of count Sebaf- 
tian , who profeiTed the Nicene creed with 
unfhaken conflancy ; and Genferic might deteft, 
as an heretic, the brave and ambitious fugitive 
whom he dreaded as a rival 104 . VI. A new mode 
of converfion, which might fubdue the feeble, 
and alarm the timorous, was employed by the 
Arian minifters. They impofed, by fraud or 
violence , the rites of baptifm ; and punifhed the 
apoftacy of the Catholics , if they difclaimed 
this odious and profane ceremony, which fcan- 
(biloufly violated the freedom of the will, and 
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the unity of the facrament The hoftile feds 
had formerly allowed the validity of each other’s 
baptifm ; and the innovation , fo fiercely main- 
tained by the Vandals, can be imputed only to 
the example and advice of the Donatifts. VII. The 
Arian clergy furpafled, in religious cruelty, the 
king and his Vandals; but they were incapable 
of cultivating the fpiritual vineyard, which they 
were fo defirous to poffcfs. A patriarch '** might 
feat himfelf on the throne of Carthage ; fome 
bifiiops, in the principal cities, might ufurp 
the place of their rivals ; but the fmallnefs of 
their numbers , and their ignorance of the Latin 
language 1 ' 7 , difqualifi.cd the Barbarians for the 
ecclefiaftical miniftry of a great church ; and 
the Africans , after the lofs of their orthodox 
pallors, were deprived of the public exercife of 
Chriflianity. VIII. The emperors were the na- 
tural protedors of the Homooufian dodrine : and 
the faithfu^ people of Africa , both as Romans 
and as Catholics , preferred their lawful fover- 
eignty to the ufurpation of the Barbarous here- 
tics. During an interval of peace and friendfiiip, 
Hunneric reftored the cathedral of Carthage 
at the interceffion of Zeno, who reigned in 
the Eaft , and of Placidia , the daughter and 
relid of emperors , and the filter of the queen 
of the Vandals"*. But this decent regard was 
of fliort duration; and the haughty tyrant dis- 
play ed his contempt for the religion of the Em- 
pire, by ftudioufiy arranging the bloody images 
of perfection , in all the principal ftreets through* 
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f> h a f. which the Roman ambalfador mull pals in his 
xxxvii. way to the palace ,0 \ An oath was required 
from the bifhops, who were aflembled at Car- 
thage , that they would fupport the fucceflion 
of his fon Hilderic, and that they would re- 
pounce all foreign or tranfmarinc correfpondence. 
This engagement , confident as it fhould feem 
with their moral and religious duties , was ‘re- 
futed by the more fugacious members of the 
affembly. Their refufal, faintly coloured by the 
pretence that it is unlawful for a Chriftian to 
fwear, mull provoke the fufpicions of a jealous 
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tyrant. 

The Catholics, oppreffed by royal and military 
force, were far fuperior to their adverfaries in 
numbers and learning. With the fame weapons 
which the Greek 111 and Latin fathers had already 
provided for the Arian controverfy , they repeat- 
edly filenced, or vanquilhed, the fierce and illiter- 
ate fucceffors of Ulphilas. The confcioufnefs of 
their own fuperiority might have ratted them 
above the arts, and paflions, of religious warfare. 
Yet , inflead of alfuming fuch honourable pride, 
the orthodox theologians were tempted, by the 
affurance of impunity , to compote fictions , which 
mud be digmatized with the epithets of fraud 
and forgery. They aferibed their own polemical 
works to the mod venerable names of Chriftian 
antiquity: the characters of Athanafius and Au- 
guftin were awkwardly perfonated by Vigilius 
apd his difciples" 1 ; and the famous creed, 
Wi;ic|i fo cjcarly expounds the myfterics of the 
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Trinity and the Incarnation, is deduced, with chap. 
j ftrong probability , from this African fchool xxxvii. 
Even the Scriptures thcmfelves were profaned by 
their rafh and facrilegious hands. 1 he memorable 
. text, which aflerts the unity of the THirut who 
bear witnefs in heaven 114 , is condemned by the 
pniverfal filence of the orthodox fathers, ancient 
verfions, and authentic manuferipts 1,? . It was firft 
alleged by the Catholic bifhops whom Hunneric 
Summoned to the conference of Carthage An 
allegorical interpretation , in the form , perhaps , 
pf a marginal note, invaded the text of the 
Latin Bibles , which were renewed and corre&ed 
in a dark period of ten centuries After the 
invention of printing the editors of the Greek 

Teftament yielded to their own prejudices , or 
thofe of the times" 4 ; and the pious fraud, which 
was embraced with equal zeal at Rome and at 
Geneva, has been infinitely multiplied in every 
country and every language of modern Europe. 

The example of frayd muft excite fufpicion ; “ | " l ’ mira ” 
and the fpecious miracles by which the African 
Catholics have defended the truth and juflice of 
their caufe , may be aferibed , with more rcafon , 
to their own indufixy , than to the vifible protec- 
tion of Heaven. Yet the hiftorian , who views this 
religious confiid with an impartial eye, may con- 
defeend to mention one preternatural event, which 
will edify the devout , and furprife the incredulous. 

Tipafa" 4 , a maritime colony of Mauritania, fix- 
teen miles to the eaft of Caefarea, had been diftin- 
guifhed j in every age , by the orthodox zeal of 
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e H A p. its inhabitants. They had braved the fury of the 
xxxvu. Donatifb they refilled, or eluded, the tyranny 
of the Arians. The town was deferted on the ap- 
proach of an heretical bifliop: mod of the inhabit- 
ants who could procure fhips paffed over to the 
coad of Spain ; and the unhappy remnant , refufing 
all communion with the ufurper, dill prefumed to 
hold their pious, but illegal, affemblies. Their difo- 
bedience exafperated the cruelty of Hunneric. A 
military count was difpatched from Carthage to 
Tipafa: he collected the Catholics in the Forum , 
and, in the prefence of the whole province, deprived 
the guilty of their right -hands and their tongues. 
But the holy confelfors continued to fpeak without 
tongues; and this miracle is atteded by Vidlor, an 
African bifhop , who published an hidory of the 
perfecution within two years after the event' 11 . 

If any one ” fays Vidlor, “ fhould doubt of the 
“ truth, let him repair to Condantinople, and liden 
<l to the clear and perfedl language of Reditutus, 

“ the fubdeacon , one of«thefe glorious fufferers , 
w who is now lodged in the palace of the emperor 
Zeno, and is refpected by the devout emprefs. ” 
At CondantinopJ? we are adonilhcd to find a cool, 
a learned , an unexceptionable witnefs , without 
intered, and without padion. ./Eneas of Gaza, a 
Platonic philofopher, has accurately deferibed his 
own obfervations on thefe African fufferers. “Ifaw 
• “ them myfelf, I heard them fpeak: I diligently 

“ inquired by what means fuch an articulate voice 
“ could be formed without any organ of fpeech: 

I ufed my eyes to examine the report of my 
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“ ears : I opened their mouth , and faw that the 
* whole tongue had been completely torn away 
“ by the roots ; an operation which the phyftcians 
(c generally fuppofe to be mortal'**. ” The tefti- 
mony of jEneas of Gaza might be confirmed by the 
fuperfluous evidence of the emperor Juftinian, in a 
perpetual edid; of count Marcellinus, in* his, 
Chronicle of the times; and of Pope Gregory the 
Firft , who had refided at Conftantinople , as the 
minifter of the Roman pontiff" 4 . They all lived 
within the compafs of a century; and they all ap- 
peal to their perfonal krfowledge, or the public 
notoriety, for the truth of a miracle, which was 
repeated in feveral inftances , difplayed on the great- 
eft theatre of the world , and fubmitted, during a 
feries of years , to the calm examination of the feu- 
fes. This fupcrnatural gift of the African confeflors, 
who fpoke without tongues , will command the 
aflent of thofe , and of thofe only, who already 
believe , that their language was pure and orthodox. 
But the ftubborn mind of an infidel is guarded by 
fecret , incurable, fufpicion ; and the Arian or 
Socinian , who has ferioufly rejeded the dodrine 
of the Trinity, will not be fhaken by the moft 
plaufible evidence of an Athanafian miracle; 

The VandSls and the Oftrogoths perfevered in 
the profeflion of Arianifm till the final ruin of the 
kingdoms which they had founded in Africa and 
Italy. The Barbarians of Gaul fubmitted to the 
orthodox dominion of the Franks; and Spain was 
reftored to the Catholic church by the voluntary 
converfion of the Yifigoths. 
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This falutary revolution”' was haftened by the 
example of a royal martyr, whom our calmer rea- 
fon may ftyle an ungrateful rebel. Leovigild , the 
Gothic monarch of Spain , deferved the refpedt of 
his enemies , and the love of his fubjedts : the 

Catholics enjoyed a free toleration , and his Arian 
fynods attempted , without much fuccefs , to recon- 
cile their fcruples by abolifhing the unpopular rite 
of a Jecond baptifm. His eldeft fon Hermenegild , 
who was inverted by his father with the royal 
diadem , and the fair principality of Bcetica , con- 
tracted an honourable and orthodox alliance with 
a Merovingian princefs , the daughter of Sigibert 
king of Auftrafia, and of the famous Brunechild, 
The beauteous Ingundis, who was no more than 
thirteen years of age, was received, beloved, and 
perfecuted, in the Arian court of Toledo; and her 
religious conftancy was alternately aflaulted with 
blandifliments and violence by Goifvintha, the 
Gothic queen , who abufed the double claim of 
maternal authority”*. Incenfed by her refiftancc , 
Goifvintha feized the Catholic princefs by her long 
hair, inhumanly dallied her againrt the ground, 
kicked her till Ihe was covered with blood, and at 
laft gave orders that Ihe fliould be ftripped , and 
thrown into a bafon , or filh-pond 1 * 7 . Love and 
honour might excite Hermenegild’ to refent this 
injurious treatment of his bride; and lie was gra- 
dually perfuaded , that Ingundis fullered for the 
caufe of divine truth. Her tender complaints , and 
the weighty arguments of Leander , archbilhop of 
Seville, accomplilhcd his converfion ; and the heir 
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of the Gothic monarch was initiated in the Ni- 
cene faith by the folemn rites of confirmation ”\ 
The ralh youth , inflamed by zeal , and perhaps 
by ambition, was tempted to violate the duties of 
a fon , and a fubjedt ; and the Catholics of Spain, 
although they could not complain of perfecution, 
applauded his pious rebellion againft an heretical 
father. The civil war was protradfed by the long 
and obftinate fieges of Merida, Cordova, and Se- 
ville, which had ftrenuoufly efpoufed the party 
of Hermenegild. He invited the orthodox Barba- 
rians, the Syevi , and the Franks , to the deftrudtion 
of his native l»nd: he folicited the dangerous aid 
of the Romans, who poflefled Africa, and a part 
of the Spanifb coaft, and his holy ambaflador, the 
archbilhop Leander, effectually negociated in per- 
fon with the Byzantine court. But the hopes of 
the Catholics were crulhed by the adlive diligence 
of a monarch who commanded the troops and 
treafures of Spain; and the guilty Hermenegild, 
after his vain attempts to relift or to efcape , was 
compelled to furrender himfelf into the hands of an 
incenfed father. Leovigild was ftill mindful of that 
facred charadter ; and the rebel , defpoiled of the 
regal ornaments, was ftill permitted, in a decent 
exile , to profefs the Catholic religion. His repeated 
and unfuccefsful treafons at length provoked the 
indignation of the Gothic king; and the fentence 
of death , which he pronounced with apparent re- 
ludtance, was privately executed in the tower of 
Seville. The inflexible conftancy with which he 
refufed to accept the Arian communion, as the price 
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chap, of his fafety, may excufe the honours that have 
xxx vil been paid to the memory of St. Hermenegild. His 
wife and infant fon were detained by the Romans 
in ignominious captivity : and this domeftic mis- 
fortune tarnifhed the glories of LeOvigild , and 
embittered the laft moments of his life. 

Convert! *n His fon and fuccelfor , Recared, the firft Catholic 
of Rerarcd of Spain , had imbibed the faith of his unfor- 

VifiRoths tunate brother, which he fupported with more 
of Spain, prudence and fuccefs. Inftead of revolting againft 
586—589. bis father. Recared patiently expe&ed the hour 
of his death. Inftead of condemning his memory, 
he pioufly fuppofed , that the dying monarch had 
abjured the errors of Arianifm, and recommended 
, to his fon the converfion of the Gothic nation. To 
accomplilh that falutary end, Recared convened 
an affembly of the Arian clergy and nobles, de- 
clared himfelf a Catholic , and exhorted them to 
imitate the example of their prince. The laborious 
interpretation of doubtful texts , or the curious 
purfuit of metaphyfical arguments , would have 
excited an endlefs controverfy ; and the monarch 
tlifcreetly propofed to his illiterate audience , two 
fubftantial and vifible arguments, the teftimony of 
Earth, and of Heaven. The Earth had fubmitted 
to the Nicene fynod: the Romans, the Barbarians 
and the inhabitants of Spain , unanimoufly profefted 
the fame orthodox creed; and the Vifigoths refilled 
almoft alone, the confent of the Chriftian world 

t f • * 

A fuperftitious age was prepared to reverence, as 
• the teftimony of Heaven, the preternatural cures 
which vyere performed by the Ikill or virtue of the 
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Catholic clergy; the baptifmal fonts of Ofiet in 1 
Boetica ***, which were fpontaneoufly replenilhed 
each year, on the vigil of Eafter 1,0 ; and tjie 
miraculous fhrine of St. Martin of Tours, which 
had already converted the Suevic prince and peo- 
ple of Gallicia I, \ The Catholic king encountered 
fome difficulties on this important change of the 
national religion. A confpiracy, fecretly fomented 
by the queen-dowager, was formed again 11 his life; 
and two counts excited a dangerous revolt in the 
Narbonnefe Gaul. But Reaired difarmed the con- 
fpirators, defeated the rebels, and executed fevere 
juftice ; which the Arians, in their turn, might 
brand with the reproach of perfecution. Eight bilh- 
ops , whofe names betray their Barbaric origin , 
abjured their errors; and all the books of Arian 
theology were reduced to allies, with the houfe in 
which they had been purpofely colledled. The 
whole body of the Vifigoths and Suevi were al- 
lured or driven into the pale of the Catholic com- 
munion; the faith, atleallof the rifing generation , 
was fervent and fincere; and the devout liberality 
of the Barbarians enriched the churches and monaf- 
teries of Spain. Seventy biffiops, afl'embled in the 
council of Toledo, received the fubmiffion of their 
conquerors ; and the zeal of the Spaniards improv- 
ed the Nicene creed, by declaring the proceffion 
of the Holy-Ghoft , from the Son , as well as from 
the Father; a weighty point of do&rine, which 
produced , long afterwards , the fchifm of the 
Greek and Latin churches The Royal pro- 
felyte immediately faluted and confulted pope 
Gregory, furnamed the Great, a learned and holy 
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prelate, whofe reign was diftinguilhed by the 
converfroin of heretics and infidels. Theambaffadors 
of Recared refpedfully offered on the threfhold 
of the Vatican his rich prefents of gold and gems : 
they accepted , as a lucrative exchange , the hairs 
of St. John the Baptifl, a crofs, which inclofed 
a fmall piece of the true Wood ; and a key , that 
contained fome particles of iron which had been 
fcraped from the chains of St. Peter ,5 ‘. 

The fame Gregory , the fpiritual conqueror of 
Britain , encouraged thg pious Theodelinda, queen 
of the Lombards, to propagate the Nicene faith 
among the victorious favages, whofe recent 
Chriflianity was polluted by the Arian herefy. 
Her devout labours {fill left room for the induf- 
try and fuccefs of future miffionaries ; and many 
cities of Italy were ftill difputed by hoflile bifhops. 
But the caufe of Arianifm was gradually fup- 
prefled by the weight of truth , of intereft, and 
of example; and the controverfy, which Egypt 
had derived from the Platonic fchool , was termi- 
nated, after a war of three hundred-years, by the 
final converfion of the Lombards of Italy “\ 

The firft miffionaries who preached the gofpef 
to the Barbarians , appealed to the evidence of 
reafon , and claimed the benefit of toleration ** 
But no fooner had they eftablifhed their fpiritual 
dominion, than they exhorted the Chriftian kings 
to extirpate, without mercy, the remains of Ro- 
man or Barbaric fuperftition. The fucceffiirs of 
Clovis inflided one hundred laffies on the peafants 
who refufed to deftroy their idols; the crime of 

facrificing 
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facrificing to the daemons was puni filed by the chap. 
Anglo-Saxon laws with the heavier penalties of xxXVif. 
imprifonment and confifcation ; and even the 
wife Alfred adopted, as an indifpenfable duty, 
the extreme, rigour of the Mofaic infiitutions 
But the putiifhment, and the -crime, were gra- 
dually abolifhed among a Chriftian people: the 
theological difputes of the fchools were fufpend- 
ed by propitious ignorance; and the intolerant 
fpirit, which could find neither idolaters nor he- 
retics, was reduced to the perfecution of the 
Jews. That exiled nation had founded fome 
fynagogttes, in the cities of Gaul; but Spain, 
fince the time of Hadrian, was filled with their 1 
numerous colonies J ‘\ The wealth which they 
accumulated by trade, and the management of 
the finances, invited the pious aVarice of their 
mailers; and they might be opprefied without 
danger, as they had loft the ufe , and even the re-» 
membrance, of arms. Sifebut, a Gothic king, 

\vho reigned in the beginning of the feventh cen- 
tury, proceeded at once to the laft extremes of 
perfecution I1S . Ninety thoufand Jews were com- 
pelled to receive the facrament of baptifm; the 
fortunes of the obflinate infidels were confifcated, 
their bodies , were tortured ; and it feems doubt- 
ful whether they were permitted to abandon their 
native country. The exceflive ieal of the Ca- 
tholic king was moderated, even by the clergy of 
Spain, who folemnly pronounced an inconfiftent 
fentence : that the facraments fhould not be for- 
cibly impofed; but that the Jews who had been 
Vol. VI. Q, 
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baptifed Chou Id be conftrained , for the honour of 
the church, to perfevere in the external pradice 
of a religion which they difbelieved , and detefted. 
Their frequent rclapfes provoked one of the fuc- 
ceflors of Sifebut to banifli the whole nation from 
his dominions; $nd a council of Toledo pub- 
liflied a decree that every Gothic king fhould 
fwear to maintain this falutary edid. But the 
tyrants were unwilling to difmifs the vidims, 
whom they delighted to torture, or to deprive 
themfelves of the induftrious flaves, over whom 
they might exercife a lucrative oppreflion. The 
Jews ftill continued in Spain, under the weight 
of the civil and eccleftaftical laws , which in the . 
fame country have been faithfully tranfcribed in 
the Code of the Inquifition. The Gothic kings 
and bilhops at length difcovered, that injuries 
will produce hatred , and that hatred will find the 
opportunity of revenge. A nation , the fecret or 
profelfed enemies of Chriftianity, ftill multiplied 
in fervitude, and diftrefs; and the intrigues of 
the Jews promoted the rapid fuccefs of the Ara- 
bian conquerors 1 ”. 

As foon as the Barbarians withdrew their 
powerful fupport, the unpopular herefy of Arius 
funk into contempt and oblivion. But the Greeks 
ftill retained their fubtle and loquacious difpo- 
fttion: the eftablifhment of an obfeure dodrine 
fuggefted new queftions, and new difputes, and 
it was always in the power of an ambitious pre- 
late, or a fanatic monk , to violate, the peace of 
the church , and , perhaps , of the empire. The 
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hiflorian of the empire may overlook thofe dif- 
putes which were confined to the obfcurity of 
fchools and fynods. The Manichteans , who la- 
boured to reconcile the religions of Chri ft and of 
Zoroafter, had fecretly introduced themfelves into 
the provinces : but thefe foreign fedaries were 
involved in the common difgrace of the Gnoftics, 
and the Imperial laws were executed by the pub- 
lic hatred. The rational opinions of the Pela- 
gians were propagated from Britain to Rome, 
Africa, and Paleftine, and filently expired in a 
fuperftitious age. But the Eaft was diftraded by 
the Neftorian and Eutychian controverfies ; which 
attempted to explain the myftery" of the incarna- 
tion, and haftened the ruin of Chriftianity in her 
native land. Thefe controverfies were firft agi- 
tated under the reign of the younger Theodofius : 
but their important confequences extend far be- 
yond the limits of the prefent volume. The me- 
taphyfical chain of argument, the contefts of ec- 
clefiaftical ambition, and their political influence 
on the decline of the Byzantine empire, may 
afford an interefting and inftrudive feries of hif- 
tory, from the general councils of Ephefus and 
Chalcedon , to the conqueft of the Eaft by the 
fucceflors of Mahomet. 
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\ 

lieigu and Converjion of Clovis . — His Victories over 
the Alemanni , Burgundians . and Vijigoths. — EJla- 
blishment of the French Monarchy in Gaul. — Laves 
of the Barbarians . — State of the Romans . — The 
Vijigoths of Spain. — ■ ‘Conqttejl of Britain by the 
Saxons. 

T h E Gauls 1 , who impatiently fupported 
the Roman yoke, received a memorable lelTon 
from one of the lieutenants of Vefpafian, whofe 
weighty fenfe has been rerined and exprelfed by 
the genius of Ticitus*. “ The protection of 
“ the republic has delivered Gaul from inter- 
“ nal difcord, and foreign invafions. Bv the 
“ lofs of national independence, you have acquir- 
“ ed the name and privileges of Roman citizens. 
“ You enjoy, in common with ourfelves , the 
“permanent benefits of civil government; and 
“ your remote fituation is lefs expofed to the 
“ accidental mifchiefs of tyranny. Inflead of exer- 
“ cifing the rights of conqucft, we have been 
“ contented to impofe fuch tributes as are requi- 
fite for your own prefervation. Peace cannot 
“ be fecured without armies , and armies muft 
“ be fupported at the expence of the people. 
“ It is for your fake, not for our own, that we 
“ guard the barrier of the Rhine againft the fero- 
“ cious Germans, who have fo often attempted. 
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“ and who will always dcfire, to exchange the chap. 
“ folitude of their woods and morafles for the xxxvin. 
“ wealth and fertility of Gaul. The fall of Rome 
“ would be fatal to the provinces ; and you would 
<c be buried in the ruins of that mighty fabric , 

“ which has been raifed by the valour and wif- 
“ dom of eight hundred years. Your imaginary 
“ freedom would be infulted and oppreffed bv a 
“ favage mafter ; and the expulfion of the Ro- 
“ mans would be fucceeded by the eternal hoRi- 
<c lities of the Barbarian conquerors *. ” This 
falutary advice was accepted, and this Rrange 
prediction was accompli (bed. In the fpace of 
four hundred years, the hardy Gauls, who had 
encountered the arms of Caefar, were impercep- 
tibly melted into the general mafs of citizens and 
fubjeds : the WeRern empire was diffolved ; and 
the Germans, who had pafled the Rhine, fiercely 
contended for the poffeflion of Gaul , and excited 
the contempt, or abhorrence, of its peaceful and 
polifhed inhabitants. With that confcious pride 
which the pre-eminence of knowledge and lux -1 
ury feldom fails to infpire, they derided the hairy . 
and gigantic favages of the North ; their ruRic 
manners, diflonant joy, voracious appetite, and 
their horrid appearance, equally difgulting to the 
fight and to the fmell. The liberal Rudies were 
Rill cultivated in the fchools of Autun and Bor- 
deaux; and the language of Cicero and Virgil 
was familiar to the Gallic youth. Their ears 
were aRonifhed by the harfli and unknown founds 
of the Germanic dialed, and they ingenioufly 
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lamented that the trembling mufes fled from the 
harmpny of a Burgundian lyre. The Gauls were 
eudow&d with all the advantages of art and nature ; 
but as they wanted courage to defend them , they 
were jullly condemned to obey, and even to flat- 
ter, the victorious Barbarians,, by whofe clemency 
they held their precarious fortunes and their lives + . 

As foon as Odoacer had extinguilbed the Wefl- 
ern empire, he fought the friendfliip of the raoft 
powerful of the Barbarians. The new fovereign 
of Italy refigned to Euric, king of the Vifigoths, 
all the Roman conquefts beyond the Alps, as far 
as the Rhine and the Ocean and the fenate 
might confirm this liberal gift with fome ofi.enta-' 
tion of power, and without any real lofs of reve- 
nue, or dominion. The lawful pretenfions of 
Euric were juftified by ambition and fuccefs; and 
the Gothic nation might afpire, under his com- 
mand to the monarchy of Spain and Gaul. Arles 
and Marfeilles furrendered to his arms : he op- 
prefled the freedom of Auvergne ; and the bilhop 
condefcended to purchafe his recal from exile by 
a tribute of juft, but relu&ant , praife. Sidonius 
waited before the gates of the palace among a 
crowd of Ambafladors and fuppliants; and their 
various bufmefs at the court of Bordeaux attefted 
the power, and the renown of the king of the 
Vifigoths. The Heruli of the diftant ocean, who 
painted their naked bodies , with its caerulean co- 
lour, implored his protection; and the Saxons 
refpe&ed the maritime provinces of a prince, who 
was deftitute of any naval force. The tall 
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Burgundians fubmitted to his authority; nor did 
he reftore the captive Franks, till he had impofed 
on that fierce nation the terms of an unequal peace. 
The Vandals of Africa cultivated his ufeful friend- 
flfip ; and the Oftrogoths of Pannonia were fop- 
. ported by his powerful aid againft the oppreflion 
of the neighbouring Huns, The north ( fuch are 
the lofty drains of the poet ) was agitated, or ap- 
pealed , by the nod of Euric ; the great king of 
Perfia confulted the oracle of the Weft; and the 
aged god of the Tyber was protected by tbefwell- 
ing genius of the Garonne*. The fortune of na. 
tions has often depended on accidents ; and 
France may afcrjbe her greatnefs to the premature 
death of the Gothic king , at a time when his fon 
Alaric was an helplefs infant, and his adverfary 
Clovis 7 an ambitious and valiant youth,. 

While Childeric, the father of Clovis, lived an 
exile in Germany, he was hofpitably entertained 
by the. queen as well as by the king, of the 
Thuringians. After his reftoration , Bafina efcaped 
from her hu (band’s bed to the arms of her 
lover; freely declaring, that if fhe had known a 
manwifer, ftronger, or more beauciful , than Chil- 
deric, that man fhonid have been the objedt of 
her preference 5 . Clovis was the offspring of this, 
voluntary union; and, when he was no more than 
fifteen years of age, he fucceeded , by his father’s 
death, to the command of the Salian tribe. The 
narrow limits of his kingdom 9 were confined to 
the ifland of the Batavians , with the ancient dio- 
cefes of Tournay and Arras and at the baptifm 
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c n a p.. of Clovis , the number of his warriors could 
sxxviii. nod exceed five thoufand. The kindred tribes of 
the Franks , who had feated themfelves along the 
Belgic rivers, the Scheld, the Meufe, the Mo- 
felle , and the Rhine , were governed by their in« 
dependent kings , of the Merovingian race ; the 
equals, the allies, and fometimes the enemies, of 
the Salic prince. But the Germans, who obeyed, 
in peace, the hereditary jurifdiction of their chiefs, 
were free to follow the ftandard of a popular and 
victorious general; and the fuperior merit of 
Clovis attracted the refpeCt and allegiance of the 
national confederacy. When he firfl took the 
field, he had neither gold and filver in his coffers, 
nor wine and corn in fps magazines 11 : but he 
imitated the example of Cacfar, who, in the fame 
country, had acquired wealth by the fword , and 
purchafed foldiers with the fruits of conqueft. 
After each fuccefsful battle or expedition , the fpoils 
were accumulated in one common mafs, every 
warrior received his proportionable fliare, and the 
royal prerogative fubmitted to the equal regula- 
tions of military law. The untamed fpirit of the 
Barbarians was taught to acknowledge the ad- 
vantages of regular difcipline At the annual re- 
view of the month of March , their arms were 
diligently infpe&ed ; and when they traverfed a 
peaceful territory , they were prohibited from 
touching a blade of grafs. T he juftice of Clovis 
was inexorable ; and his carelcfs or difobedient 
foldiers were puniflied with inftant death. It 
would be fuperfluous to praife the valour of a 
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Frank : but the valour of Clovis was directed by- 
cool and confummate prudence”. In all bis 
tranfadtions with mankind , he calculated the 
weight of intereft, of paflion , and of opinion; 
and his meafures were fomctimes adapted to the 
fanguinary manners of the Germans, and fome- 
times moderated by the milder genius of Rome, 
and Chriftianity. He was intercepted in the 
career of vidtory, fince he died in the forty -fifth 
year of his age: but he had already accompliflied, 
in a reign of thirty years , the eftablilhment of 
the French monarchy in Gaul. 

The firft exploit of Clovis was the defeat of 
Syagrius, the fon of JEgidius; and the public 
quarrel might, on this occafion , be inflamed by 
private refentment. The glory of the father ftill 
infulted the Merovingian race ; the power of the 
fon might excite the jealous ambition of the king 
of the Frances. Syagrius inherited , as a patrimo- 
nial eflate * the city and diocefe ofSoiflons: the 
defolate remnant of the fecond Belgic , Rheims 
and Troyes , Beauvais and Amiens , would na- 
turally fubmit to the count or patrician' 4 ; and 
after the difiolution of the Weflern empire, he 
might reign with the title, or at leaf!: with the 
authority, of king of the Romans”. As a Ro- 
man, he had been educated in the liberal fludies 
of rhetoric and jurifprudence ; but he was en- 
gaged by accident and policy in the familiar ufe 
of the Germanic idiom. The independent Bar- 
barians reforted to the tribunal of a flranger , who 
poflelfed the Angular talent of explaining , ip their 
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chap, native tongue, the dictates of reafon and equity, 
xxxviii. The diligence rnd affability of their judge ren- 
dered him popular , the impartial wifdom of his 
decrees obtained their voluntary obedience , and 
the reign of Syagrius over the Franks and Bur- 
gundians, feemed to revive the original inftitu- 
tion of civil fociety “. In the midft of thefe 
peaceful occupations , Syagrius received , and 
boldly accepted, the hollile defiance of Clovis; 
who challenged his rival , in the fpirit , and al- 
moft in the language, of chivalry, »to appoint the 
day, and the field 17 , of battle. In the time of 
Caefar, Soilfons would have poured forth a body 
of fifty thoufand horfe ; and fuch an army might 
have been plentifully fupplied with fhields, cui- 
raffes , and military engines , from the three 
arfenals, or manufactures , of the city'*. But the 
courage and numbers of the Gallic youth were 
long fince exhaulted; and the loofe bunds of vo- 
lunteers, or mercenaries , who marched under the 
ftandard of Syagrius , were incapable of contend- 
ing with the national valour of the Franks. It 
would be ungenerous, without fome more accu- 
rate knowledge of his llrength and refources , to 
condemn the rapid flight of Syagrius, who efcaped, 
after the lofs of a battle , to the diftant court of 
Thotiloufe. The feeble minority of Alaric could 
not aflift , or protect, an unfortunate fugitive; 
the pufillanimous” Goths were intimidated by the 
.menaces of Clovis; and the Roman king, after a 
fhort confinement, was delivered into the hands of 
the executioner. The Belgic cities furrendered 
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to the king of the Franks : and his dominions ( 
were enlarged towards the Fall by the ample dio- 
cefe of Tongres 1 *, which Clovis fubdued in the 
tenth year of his reign. 

The name of the Alemanni has been abfurdly 
derived from their imaginary fettlement on the 
banks of the L<man lake **. That fortunate 
diRridt , from the lake to Avenche, and Mount 
Jura, was occupied by the Burgundians”. The 
northern parts of Helvetia had indeed been fub- 
dued by the ferocious Alemanni , who deRroyed 
with their own hands the fruits of their conqueft. 
A province , improved and adorned by the arts of 
Rome, was again reduced to a favage wildernefs; 
and fome veRige of the Rately Vindoniffa may 
Rill be difcovered in the fertile and populous val- 
ley of the Aar 1 '. From the fource of the Rhine, 
to its conflux with the Mein and the Mofelle, the 
formidable fwarms of the Alemanni commanded 
either fide of the river, by the right of ancient 
pofleflion , or recent victory. They had fpread 
themfelves into Gaul , over the modern provinces 
of Alface and Lorraine ; and their bold invafion 
of the kingdom of Cologne fummoned the Salic 
prince to the defence of his Ripuarian allies. Clovis 
encountered the invaders of Gaul in the plain of 
Tolbiac, about twenty -four miles from Cologne; 
and the two fierceR nations of Germany were 
mutually animated by the memory of paR ex-< 
ploits, and the profpedt of future greatnefs. The 
Franks, after an obRinate Aruggle, gave way 
and the Alemanni, raifing a fbout of Vi&ory, im- 
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chat, petuouflv prefled their retreat. But the battle 
Xxxvill. "was reftored by the valour , the conduct , and 
perhaps by the piety, of Clovis; and the event 
of the bloody day decided for ever the alternative 
of empire or fervitude. The laft king of the 
Alemanni was (lain in the field, and his people 
was flaughtered and purfued , till they threw down 
their arms, and yielded to the mercy of the con- 
queror. Without difcipline it was impoflible for 
them to rally ; they had contemptuoufly demo- 
liflied the walls and fortifications which might 
have protedted their diftrefs ; and they were fol- 
lowed into the heart of their forefts , by an enemy, 
not lefs adlive , or intrepid , than themfelves. The 
great Theodoric congratulated the victory of 
Clovis , whofe filter Albofleda the king of Italy 
had lately married; but he mildly interceded 
with his brother in favour of the fuppliants and 
' fugitives , who had implored his protedtion. 
The Gallic territories, which were poflefled by 
the Alemanni , became the prize of their con- 
queror; and the haughty nation , invincible, or 
rebellious , to the arms of Rome , acknowledged 
the fovereignty of the Merovingian kings, who 
gracioufly permitted them to enjoy their peculiar 
manners and inftitutions, under the government 
of official , and, at length, of hereditary, dukes. 
After the conqueft of the Weftern provinces, the 
Franks alone maintained their ancient habitations 
beyond the Rhine. They gradually fubdued , and 
civilifed, the exhaufted countries, as far as the 
Elbe , and the mountains of Bohemia ; and the 
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peace of Europe was fecured by the obedience 
of Germany’ 4 . 

T ill the thirtieth year of his age , Clovis con- 
tinued to worlhip the gods of his anceftors **. 
His difbelief, or rather difregard, of Chriftianity, 
might encourage him to pillage with lefs remorfe 
the churches of an hoftile territory: but his fub- 
jeds of Gaul enjoyed the free exercife of religious 
worfhip; and the bifliops entertained a more fa- 
vourable hope of the idolater, than of the here- 
tics. The Merovingian prince had contraded a 
fortunate alliance with the fair Clotilda, the niece 
of the king of Burgundy, who, in the midft of an 
Arian court, was educated in the profeflion of the 
Catholic faith. It was her intereft, as well as her 
duty, to atchieve the converfion ’* of a Pagan - 
liufband; and Clovis infenfibly liftened to the 
voice of love and religion. He confented ( per- 
haps fuch terms had been previoufly ftipulated) 
to the baptifm of his eldeft fon; and though the 
fudden death of the infant • excited fome fuper- 
ftitious fears, he was perfuaded, a fecond time, to 
repeat the dangerous experiment. In the diftrefs 
of the battle of Tolbiac. Clovis loudly invoked 
the god of Clotilda and the Chriftians; and vic- 
tory difpofed him to hear, with refpedtful grati- 
tude, the eloquent ** Remigius , bilhop of 
Rheims, who forcibly difplayed the temporal and 
fpiritual advantages of his converfion. The king 
declared himfelf fatisfied of the truth of the Ca- 
tholic faith ; and the political reafons which 
might have fufpended his public profeflion , were 
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chap, removed by the devout or loyal acclamations of 
xxxviH. the Franks, who (hewed themfelves alike prepared 
to follow their heroic leader , to the field of battle , 
or to the bnptifmal font. The important ceremony 
\yas performed in the cathedral of Rheims, with 
every circumftance of magnificence and folemnity, 
that could imprefs an awful fenfe of religion on 
the minds of its rude profelytes **. The new 
Conftantinc was immediately baptifed , with three 
thoufand of his warlike fubje&s ; and their ex- 
ample was imitated by the remainder of the gentle 
Barbarians , who, in obedience to the vidorious 
prelate, adored the crofs which they had burnt, 
and burnt the idols which they had formerly 
adored **. The mind of Clovis was fufceptible of 
tranfient fervour: he was exafperated by the pa- 
thetic tale of the pafiion and death of Chrift; and, 
inftead of weighing the falutary confequences of 
that myflerious facrifice, he exclaimed with ia- 
difereet fury, “Had I been prefent at the head 
“ of my valiant Franks, I would have revenged 
“ his injuries’ 1 .” But the favage conqueror of 
Gaul was incapable of examining the proofs of a 
religion, which depends on the laborious invefti- 
gation of hiftoric evidence , and fpeculative theo- 
logy. He was dill more incapable of feeling the 
mild influence of the gofpel, which perfuades and 
purifies the heart of a genuine convert. His am- 
bitious reign was a perpetual violation of moral 
and Chriftian duties; his hands were Rained 
with blood, in peace as well as in war; and, 
as foon as Clovis had diXmilfed a fynod of the 
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Gallican church , he calmly aflaflinated all the 
princes of the Merovingian race Yet the king 
of the Franks might fincerily worfhip the Chriftian 
God, as a being more excellent and powerful than 
his national deities ; and the fignal deliverance 
and vidory of Tolbiac encouraged Clovis to con- 
fide in the future protedion of the Lord of Hofts. 
Martin, the moft popular of the faints, had filled 
the Weftern world with the fame of thofe miracles, 
which were inceffantly performed at his holy fe* 
pulchre of Tours. His vifible or invifible aid 
promoted the caufe of a liberal and orthodox 
prince; and the profane remark of Clovis him- 
felf , that St. Martin was an expenfive friend ** , 
need not be interpreted as the fymptom of any 
permanent, or rational, fcepticifm. But earth, 
as well as heaven, rejoiced in the converfion of the 
Franks. On the memorable day, when Clovis 
afcendcd from the baptifmal font, he alone, in 
the Chriftian world, defervcd the name and pre- 
rogatives of a Catholic king. The emperor 
Anaftafius entertained fome dangerous errors con- 
cerning the nature of the divine incarnation; and 
the Barbarians of Italy, Africa, Spain, and Gaul 
were involved in the Arian herefy. The eldeft, 
or rather the only, fon of the church, was ac- 
knowledged by the clergy as their lawful fove- 
rcign, or glorious deliverer; and the arms of 
Clovis were ftrenuoufly fupported by the zeal and 
favour of the Catholic faction 

Under the Roman empire, the wealth and ju- 
rifdiction of the bilhops, their facred cbara&er. 
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and perpetual office, their numerous dependents, 
popular eloquence, and provincial aflcmblies, had 
rendered them always refpeCtable, and fometimes 
dangerous. Their influence was augmented with 
the progrefs of fuperftition , and the eftabhfhment 
of the French monarchy may, in fome degree, be 
aferibed to the firm alliance of an hundred prelates, 
who reigned in the difeontented , or independent, 
cities of Gaul. The flight foundations of the Ar- 
morican republic had been repeatedly fhaken, or 
overthrown; but the fame people ftill guarded 
their domeftic freedom; a (farted the dignity of tin 
Roman name; and bravely refilled the predatory 
inroads, and regular attacks, of Clovis, who 
laboured to extend his conquefts from the Seine to 
the Loire. Their fuccefsful oppofition introduced 
an equal and honourable union. The Franks 
efteemed the valour of the Armoricarls ” , and 
the Armoricans were reconciled by the religion 
of the Franks. The military force, which had 
been ftationed for the defence of Gaul, confifled 
of one hundred different bands of cavalry or in- 
fantry; and thefe troops, while they aflumed the 
title and privileges of Roman foldiers, were re- 
newed by an inceflant fupply of the Barbarian 
youth. The extreme fortifications , and fcattered 
fragments, of the empire, were ftill defended by 
their hopelefs courage. But their retreat was inter- 
cepted, and their communication was impractica- 
ble : they were abandoned by the Greek princes 
of Conftantinople , and they pioufly difeiaimed 
all connection with the Arian ufurpers of Gaul. 

They 
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They accepted, without fliame or reludance, the 
generous capitulation , which was propofed by a 
Catholic hero ; and this fpurious , or legitimate , 
progeny of the Roman legions, was diftinguiflied 
in the fucceeding age by their arms^their enfigns, 
and their peculiar drefs and inftitutions. But the 
national ftrength was increafed by thefe powerful 
and voluntary acceflions ; and the neighbouring 
kingdoms dreaded the numbers , as well as the 
fpirit, of the Franks. The reduction of the North- 
ern provinces of Gaul , inftead of being decided 
by the chance of a fingle battle, appears to have 
been fiowly effeded by the gradual operation of 
war and treaty; and Clovis acquired each objed 
of his ambition, by fuch efforts, or fuch concef- 
fions, as were adequate to its real value. His 
favage charader , and the virtues of Henry IV. 
fuggeft the mod oppofite ideas of human nature: 
yet fome refemblance may be found in the fixa- 
tion of two princes, who conquered France by 
their valour , their policy , and the merits of a 
feafonable converfion **. 

The kingdom of the Burgundians, which was 
defined by the courfc of two Gallic rivers , the 
Saone and the Rhone, extended from the foreft 
of Vofges to the Alps and the fea of Marfeilles 
The fceptre was in the hands pf Gundobald. That 
valiant and ambitious prince had reduced the 
number of royal candidates by the death of two 
brothers , one of whom was the father of Clotil- 
da ’* ; but his impeded prudence dill permitted 
Godegefil, the youngeft of his brothers, to poflefs 
Vol. VI. R 


CHAP. 

XXXVIII. 


The Bur- 
gundian 
war , 

A. D. 499. 


Digitized by GoogI 



258 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

chap, the dependent principality of peneva. The Arian 
xxxvin. monarch was juftly alarmed by the fatisfaftion , 
and the hopes , which fcemed to animate his 
clergy and people , after the converfion of Clovis ; 
and Gundobald convened at Lyons an alfembly 
of his bilhops, to reconcile, if it were poflible , 
their religious and political difcontents. A vain 
conference was agitated between the two factions. 
The Arians upbraided the Catholics with the 
worlhip of three Gods : the Catholics defended 
their caufe by theological diftin&ions ; and the 
ufual arguments, objections , and replies, were 
reverberated with obftinate clamour; till the king 
revealed his fecret apprehenfions , by an abrupt 
but decifive queftion , which he addrefled to the 
orthodox bilhops. “ If you truly profefs the Chrif- 
tf tian religion, why do you not reftrain the king 
K of the Franks ? He has declared war againll 
“ me, and forms alliances with my enemies for 
•i ° my deftru&ion. A fanguinary and covetous 

** mind is not the fymptom of a fmcere conver- 
w fion ; let him Ihew his faith by his works. ” 
The anfwer of Avitus , bifhop of Vienna , who 
fpoke in the name of his brethren , was delivered 
with the voice and countenance of an angel. 
<l We are ignorant of the motives and intentions 
“ of the king of the Franks : but we are taught 
“ by fcripture, that the kingdoms which abandon 
“ the divine law, are frequently fubverted ; and 
** that enemies will arife on every fide againlt 
tc thofe who have made God their enemy. Return, 
“ with thy people , to the law of God , and he 
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K will give peace and fecurity to thy dominions. ” 
The king of Burgundy, who was not prepared 
to accept the condition, which the Catholics con. 
fidered as eflcntial to thf treaty , delayed and 
difmiffed the ecclefiaftical conference ; after re- 
proaching his bilhops , that Clovis , their friend 
and profelyte, had privately tempted the allegiance 
of his brother *\ 

The allegiance of his brother was already' fe* 
duced ; and the obedience of Godegefil , who 
joined the royal ftandard with the troops of 
Geneva , more effectually promoted the fuccefs 
of the confpiracy. While the Franks’ and Bur- 
gundians contended with equal valour, his feafon- 
able defertion decided the event of the battle ; 
and as Gundobald was faintly fupported by the 
difaffe&ed Gauls, he yielded to the arms of 
Clovis , and haftily retreated from the field , 
which appears to have been fituate between Lan- 
gres and Dijon. He diftrufted the flrength of 
Dijon , a quadrangular fortrefs , cncoropalfed by 
two rivers , and by a wall thirty feet high , and 
fifteen thick, with four gates, and thirty -three 
towers 4 ’: he abandoned to the purfuit of Clovis 
the important cities of Lyons and Vienna; and 
Gundobald ftill fled with precipitation, till he had 
reached Avignon, at the diflance of two hundred 
and fifty miles from the field of battle. A long 
liege,' and an artful negociation , admonilhed the 
king of the Franks of the danger and difficulty 
of his enterprife. He impofed a tribute on the 
Burgundian prince, compelled him to pardon and 
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reward his brother’s treachery, and proudly re- 
turned to his own dominions , with the fpoils 
and captives of the fouthern provinces. This fplen- 
did triumph was foon clouded by the intelligence, 
that Gundobald had violated his recent obliga- 
tions, and that the unfortunate Godegefil , who 
was left at Vienna with a garrifon of five thou- 
fand Franks 41 , had been belieged, furprifed, and 
rtaffacred , by his inhuman brother. Such an 
outrage might have exafperated the patience of 
the mod peaceful fovereign ; yet the conqueror of 
Gaul difiembled the injury, releafed the tribute, 
and accepted the alliance, and military fervice , 
of the king of Burgundy. Clovis no longer pof- 
fefled thofe advantages which had allured the 
fuccefs of the preceding war ; and his rival , in- 
ftrudied by adverfity , had found new refources 
in the affections of his people. .The Gauls or 
Romans applauded the mild and impartial laws 
of Gundobald , which almofl: railed them to the 
fame level with their conquerors. The bifliops 
were reconciled , and flattered , by the hopes , 
which he artfully fuggefted, of his approaching 
converfion ; and though he eluded their accom- 
plilhment to the laft moment of his life; his mode- 
ration fecured the peace , and fufpended the ruin , 
of the kingdom of Burgundy 4 \ 

I am impatient to purfue the final ruin of that 
kingdom, which was accomplilhed under the reign 
of Sigifmond, the foil of Gundobald. The Catho- 
lic Sigifmond has acquired the honours of a faint 
and martyr 4, j but the hands of the royal faint 
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were Rained with the blood of his innocent fon , 0 h a p. 
whom he inhumanly facrihced to the pride and xxxvill. 
refentment of a ftepsrother. He foon difeovered 
his error , and bewailed the irreparable lofs. 

While Sigifmond embraced the corpfe of the 
unfortunate youth, he received a fevere admo- 
nition from one of his attendants; “ It is not 
“ his fuuation , O king ! it is thine which de- 
“ ferves pity and lamentation. ” The reproaches 
of a guilty confcience were alleviated, however, 
by his liberal donations to fche monaftery of 
Agaunura , or St. Maurice, in Vallais; which 
he himfelf had founded in honour of the ima- 
ginary martyrs of the Thebxan legion **. A 
full chorus of perpetual pfalmody was inftituted 
by the pious king; he alliduoully pradifed the ' 
auftere devotion of the monks; and it was his 
humble prayer , that heaven would inflid in 
this world the punifliment of his fins. His prayer 
was heard : the avengers were at hand ; and the 
provinces of Burgundy were overwhelmed by 
an army of vidorious Franks. After the event 
of an unfuccefsful battle, Sigifmond, who wifhed 
to protrad his life that he might prolong his 
penance , concealed himfelf in the defert in a 
religious habit , till he was difeovered and be- 
trayed by his fubjeds , who folicited the favour 
of their new mafters. The captive monarch 
with his wife and two children , was tranfported 
to Orleans , and buried alive in a deep well 
by the flern command of the fons of Clovis ; v; ‘ 
whofe cruelty might derive fome excufe from the 
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maxims and examples of their barbarous age. 
Their ambition , which urged them to atchieve 
the conqueft of Burgundy , was inflamed , or 
difguifed, by filial piety.: and Clotilda, whofe 
fanclity did not confilt in the forgivenefs of 
injuries , prefled them to revenge her father’s 
death on the family of his aflaflin. The rebel- 
lious Burgundians, for they attempted to break 
their chains , were Hill permitted to enjoy their 
national laws under the obligation of tribute and 
military fervice j^and the Merovingian princes 
peaceably reigned over a kingdom , whofe glory 
and greatnefs had been firft overthrown by the 
arms of Clovis 4! . 

The firft vidtory of Clovis had .infulted the 
honour of the Goths. They viewed his rapid pro- 
grcfs with jealoufy and terror ; and the youthful 
fame of Alaric was opprefled by the more potent 
genius of his rival. Some difputes inevitably arofe 
on the edge of their contiguous dominions ; and 
after the delays of fruitlefs negociation , a perfon- 
al interview of the two kings was propofed and 
accepted. This conference of Clovis and Alaric 
was held in a fmall ifland of the Loire, near Am- 
boife. They embraced, familiarly converfed , and 
feafted together; aud feparated with the warmed 
profeflions of peace, and brotherly love. But their 
apparent confidence concealed a dark fufpicion of 
hoftile and treacherous defigns ; and their mutual 
complaints folicited , eluded, and difclaimed , a 
final arbitration. At Paris , which he already 
confidered as his royal feat, Clovis declared to 
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an affembly of the princes and warriors , the 
pretence , and the motive , of a Gothic war. 
“ It grieves me to fee that the Arians ftill 
tc pofTefs the faireft portion of Gaul. Let us 
“ march againft them with the aid of God ; and,. 
“ having vanquilhed the heretics , we will pof. 
“ fefs , and divide , their fertile provinces **. ” 
The Franks , who were infpired by hereditary 
valour and recent zeal , applauded the generous 
defign of their monarch ; expreffed their refolu- 
tion to conquer or die , fince d.eath and conqueft 
would be equally profitable; and folemnly pro- 
tefted that they would never fhave their beards , 
till victory fhould abfolve them from that incon- 
venient vow. The enterprife was promoted by 
the public, or private, exhortations of Clotilda. 
She reminded her hufband, how effectually fome 
pious foundation would propitiate the Deity, and 
his fervants : and the Chriftian hero, darting his 
battle - axe with a fkilful and nervous hand , 
0 There ( faid he), on that fpot where my 
“ F rancifoi 47 (hall fall , will I erect a church in 
“ honour of the holy apoftles. ” This oftentatious 
piety confirmed and juftified the attachment of 
the Catholics , with whom he fecretly corre- 
fponded; and their devout wifiies were gradually 
ripened into a formidable confpiracy. The people 
of Aquitain was alarmed by the indifcreet re- 
proaches of their Gothic tyrants, who juftly accuf- 
ed them of preferring the dominion of the Franks; 
and their zealous adherent Quintianus , bifhop of 
Rodez " , preached more forcibly in his exile 
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chap, than in his diocefe. To refill thefe foreign and 

xxxvili. domeflic enemies , who were fortified by the alli- 
ance of the Burgundians, Alaric collected his troops, 
far more numerous than the military powers of 
Clovis. The Vifigoths refumed the exercife of 
arms , which^ they had negleded in a long and 
luxurious peace ' 4 * : a felect band of valiant and 
robuft flaves attended their mailers ter the field ; 
and the cities of Gaul were compelled to furnifh 
their doubtful and reludlant aid. Theodoric, king 
of -the Oftrogoths , who reigned in Italy, had 
laboured to maintain the tranquillity of Gaul ; and 
he affumed , or affedted for that purpofe , the im- 
partial character of a mediator. But the fagacious 
monarch dreaded the rifing empire of Clovis, and 
he was firmly engaged to fupport the national and 
religious caufe of the Goths. 

Vianry of The accidental, or artificial, prodigies which 
a ^ ornec ! t ^ ie expedition of Clovis, were accepted 
by a fuperflitious age, as the manifefl declaration 
of the Divine favour. He marched from Paris ; 
and as he proceeded with decent reverence through 
the holy diocefe of Tours, his anxiety tempted 
him to confult the fihrine of St. Martin , the 
fandhiary, and the oracle of Gaul. His melfen- 
gers were inflructed to remark the words of the 
Pfalm , which fhould happen to be chaunted at 
the precife moment when they entered the church. 

, Thofe words moll fortunately exprelfed the va- 

lour and victory of the champions of Heaven , 
and the application wa's eafily transferred to the 
new Jofliua, the new Gideon, who went forth 
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to battle againft the enemies of the Lord * r . 
Orleans fecured to the Franks a bridge on the 
Loire; blit, at the diftance of forty miles from 
Poitiers, their progrefs was intercepted by an ex- 
traordinary fwell of the river Vigenna, or Vienne; 
and the oppofite banks were covered by the 
encampment of the Vifigoths. Delay muft be 
always dangerous to Barbarians , who con fume 
the country through which they march; and had 
Clovis poffeffed lcifure and materials , it might 
• have been impracticable to conftruct a bridge, or 
to force a palfage, in the face of a fuperior enemy. 
But the affectionate peafants, who were impatient 
to welcome their deliverer , could ealily betray 
fome unknown, or unguarded, ford: the merit 
of the difeovery was enhanced by the ufeful in- 
terpofition of fraud or fiction; and a white hart, 
of Angular fize and beauty , appeared to guide 
and animate the march of the Catholic army. 
The counfels of the Vifigoths were irrefolute and 
diffracted. A crowd of impatient warriors, pre- 
fumptuous in their ftrength , and difdaining to 
fly before the robbers of Germany, excited Ala- 
ric to affert in arms the name and blood of the 
conqueror of Rome. The advice of the graver 
chieftains preffed him to elude the firft acdour 
of the Franks ; and to expect , in the fouthern 
provinces of Gaul , the veteran and victorious 
Oftrdgoths , whom the king of Italy had already 
fent to his aflifiance. The decifive moments 
were wafted in idle deliberation; the Goths too 
haftily abandoned, perhaps, an advantageous poft; 
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chap, and the opportunity of a fecure retreat was loft 

xxxviii. by their flow and diforderly motions. After Clo- 
vis had palled the ford, as it is ftill named, of the 
Hart , he advanced with bold and hafty fteps to 
prevent the efcape of the enemy. His nocturnal 
march was directed by a flaming meteor, fufpend- 
ed in the air above the cathedral of Poitiers; and 
this fignal , which might be previoufly concerted 
with the orthodox fucceflor of St. Hilary , was 
compared to the column of fire that guided the 
llraelites in the defert. At the third hour of the 
. day, about ten miles beyond Poitiers, Clovis 
overtook, and inftantly attacked, the Gothic 
army; whofe defeat was already prepared by ter- 
ror and confufion. Yet they rallied in their ex- 
treme diftrefs , and the martial youths, who had 
clamoroufly demanded the battle , refufed to 
furvive the ignominy of flight. The two kings 
encountered each other in Angle combat. Alaric 
fell by the hand of his rival; and the victorious 
Frank was faved by the goodnefs of his cuirafs, 
and the vigour of his horfe, from the fpears of 
two defperate Goths , who furioufly rode againft 
him , to revenge the death of their fovereign. 
Their vague expreflion of a mountain of the flain, 
ferves to indicate a cruel , though indefinite , 
flaughter ; but Gregory has carefully obferved 
that his valiant countryman Apollinaris, the fon 
of, Sidonius, loft his life at the head of the nobles, 
of Auvergne. Perhaps thefe fufpeCted Catholics 
had been malicioufly expofed to the blind aflault 
of the enemy; and perhaps the influence of religion 
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was fuperfedcd by perfonal attachment , or mill- 1 
tary honour 

Such is the empire of Fortune ( if we may ftill 
difguife our ignorance under that popular name ) , 
that it is almofl equally difficult to forefee the 
events of war , or to explain their various con- 
fequences. A bloody and complete vidlory has 
fometimes yielded np more than the poffeffion of 
the field; and the lofs of ten thoufand men has 
fometimes been fufficient to deffroy, in a fingle 
day , the work of ages. The decifive battle of 
Poitiers was followed by the conquefb of Aqui- 
tain. Alaric had left behind him an infant fon , 
a baffard competitor, factious nobles, and a 
difloyal people; and the remaining forces of the 
Goths were oppreffed by the general confterna- 
tion , or oppofed to each other in civil difeord. 
The victorious king of the Franks proceeded 
without delay to the fiege of Angouleme. At 
the found of his trumpets the walls of^he city 
imitated the example of Jericho , and inffantly 
fell to the ground; a fplendid miracle, which 
may be reduced to the fuppofition , that fome 
clerical engineers had fecretly undermined the 
foundations of the rampart”. At Bourdeaux, 
which had fubmitted without refiffance , Clovis 
eftablifhed his winter- quarters ; and his prudent 
ceconomy tranfported from Thouloufe the royal 
treafures , which were depofited in the capital of 
the monarchy. The conqueror penetrated as far 
as the confines of Spain”; reflored the honours 
of the Catholic church ; fixed in Aquitain a colony 


: n a p 

xxxvm. 

Conqueft of 
Aquitain by 
the Franks, 
A. D. 508. 


Digitized by Google 


„ 268 THE DECLINE AND FALL 


chap of Franks” ; and delegated to his lieutenants 
xxxviii, the eafy talk of fubduing , or extirpating, the 
nation of the Vifigoths. But the Vifigoths were 
protected by the wife and powerful monarch of 
Italy. • While the balance was ftill equal, Theo- 
doric had perhaps delayed the march of the 
Oftrogoths; but -'their ftrenuous efforts fuccefs- 
fully refilled the ambition of Clovis ; and the 
army of the Franks , and their Burgundian al- 
lies, was compelled to raife the fiege of* Arles, 
with the lofs, as it is faid , of thirty thoufand 
men. Thefe viciffitudes inclined the fierce fpirit 
of Clovis to acquiefce in an advantageous treaty 
of peace. The Vifigoths were fuffered to retain 
the portertion of Septimania , a narrow trail of 
feacoaft , from the Rhone to the Pyrenees; but 
the "ample province of Aquitain , from thofe 
mountains to the Loire , was indiflolubly united 
to the kingdom of France”. 

Confuisiiip Afte^the fuccefs of the Gothic war, Clovis 
° f d^Iic acce P tec * the honours of the Roman confullbip. 

The emperor Anaflalius ambitioufly bellowed on 
the mofl powerful rival of Theodoric , the title 
and enfigns of that eminent dignity; yet, from 
fome unknown caufe, the name of Clovis has not 
been infcribed in the Vajii either of the Eafl or 
Well ”. On the folemn day , the monarch of • 
Gaul, placing a diadem on his head, was inverted, 
in the church of St. Martin, with a purple tunic 
and mantle. F^om thence he proceeded on 
horfeback to the cathedral of Tours; and, as he 
parted through the ftreets , profufely fcattered. 
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with his own hand, a donative of gold and filver 
to the joyful multitude, who incelfantly repeated 
their acclamations of Conful and Augujius. The 
adtual , or legal authority of Clovis, could not 
receive any new acceffions from the confular dig- 
nity. It was a name , a fhadow , an empty pageant; 
and, if the conqueror had been inftrudted to 
claim the ancient, prerogatives of that high of- 
fice , they mull have expired with the period of 
its animal duration. But the Romans were dif- 
pofed to revere , in the perfon of their mafter , 
'that antique title, which the emperors conde- 
fcended to affume: the Barbarian himfelf feemed 
to contract a fecond obligation to refpedt the 
• majefty of the republic; and the fucceffors of 
Theodofius , by foliciting his friendship , tacitly 
forgave, and almoft ratified, ' the ufurpation of 
Gaul. 

Twenty-five years after the death of Clovis , 
this important concefiion was more formally 
declared , in a treaty between his fons and the 
emperor Juftinian. The Oflrogoths of Italy , 
unable to .defend their diflant acquisitions , had 
refigned to the Franks the cities of Arles and 
IVTarfeilles : of Arles , ftill adorned with the feat 
of a Pnetorian pnefedt ; and of Marfeilles , enrich- 
ed by the advantages of trade and navigation *\ 
This tranfadtion was confined by the Imperial 
authority; and Juftinian , generoufly yielding to 
the Franks the fovercignty of the countries be- 
yond the Alps, which they already polTefted , 
abfolvcd the provincials from their allegiance; and 
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chap, eftablifhed on a more lawful , though not m6re 
xxx vin. folid , foundation , the throne of the Merovin- 
gians From that ana, they enjoyed the right 
, of celebrating at Arles, the games of the Circus; 
and by a Angular privilege, which was denied 
even to the Ferfian monarch , the gold coin , im- 
pretfed with their name and image, obtained a 
legal currency in the empire **. A Greek hi dorian 
of that age has praifed the private and public vir- 
tues of the Franks, with* a partial enthufiafm , 
■which cannot be fufficiently juftified by their do- 
meftic annals **. He celebrates their politenefs 
and urbanity , their regular government , and 
orthodox religion; and boldly afferts, that thefe 
Barbarians could be diftinguifhed only by their 
drefs and language from the fubjecls of Rome. 
Perhaps the Franks already difplayed the focial 
difpofition , and lively graces , which in every 
age have difguifed their vices , and fometimes 
concealed their intrinfic merit. Perhaps Agathias, 
and the Greeks, were dazzled by the rapid pro- 
grefs of their arms , and the fplendour of their 
empire. Since the conqueft of Burgundy , Gaul , 
except the Gothic province of Septimania , was 
fubjedt, in its whole extent, to the fons of Clovis. 
They had extinguilhed the German kingdom of 
Thuringia, and their vague dominion penetrated 
beyond the Rhine, into the heart of their native 
forefts. The Alemanni, and Bavarians, who had 
• occupied the Roman provinces of Rhaetia and 
Noricum, to the fouth of the Danube, confefTed 
themfelves the humble vaflals of the Franks ; and 
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the feeble barrier of the Alps was incapable of c h a p. 
refilling their ambition. When the laft furvivor xxxvin. 
of the foils of Clovis united the inheritance and 
conquefts of the Merovingians, his kingdom ex- 
tended far beyond the limits of modern France. 

^ et modern France , fuch has been the progrefs 
of arts and policy, far furpaffes in wealth, popu- . 
loufnefs , and power, the fpacious but favage 
realms of Clotaire or Dagobert **. 

The Franks, or French, are the only people of Political 
Europe , who can deduce a perpetual fuccefiion contro - 
from the conquerors of the Weftern empire. But 
their conqueft of Gaul was followed by ten centu- 
ries of anarchy, and ignorance. On the revival 
of learning, the Eudents who had been formed in 
the fchools of Athens and Rome, difdained their 
Barbarian anceftors ; and a long period elapfed 
before patient labour could provide the requifite 
materials to fatisfy , or rather to excite , the 
curiofity of more enlightened times* 1 . At length 
the eye of criticifm and philofophy was directed 
to the antiquities of France : but even philo- 
fophers have been tainted by the contagion of 
prejudice and paffion. The molt extreme and 
exclufive fy Items , of the pcrfonal fervitude of the 
Gauls, or of their voluntary and equal alliance 
with the Franks, have been raflily conceived, 
and obflinately defended : and the intemperate 

difputants have accufed each other of confpiring 
again (l the prerogative of the crown , the dignity 
of the nobles , or the freedom of the people. 

Yet the fharp conflict has ufefnlly exercifed the 
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chap, adverfe powers of learning and genius ; and each 
xxxviii. antagonift, alternately vanquifhed and victorious, 
lias extirpated fome ancient errors , and eftabliflied 
fome interefting truths. An impartial ftranger, 
intrufted by their difcoveries , their difputes , 
and even their faults, may defcribe , from the 
fame original materials, the ftate of the Roman 
provincials, after Gaul had fubmitted to the arms 
and laws of the Merovingian king 64 . 

Laws of the The rudelt, or the molt fervile condition of 
Barbarians human fociety , is regulated however by fome 
fixed and general rules. When Tacitus furveyed 
the primitive fimplicity of the Romans, he dif- 
covered fome permanent maxims , or cultoms , 
of public and private life, which were preferved 
by faithful tradition, till the introduction of the 
art of writing, and of the Latin tongue* 5 . Before 
the election of the Merovingian kings , the molt 
powerful tribe, or nation, of the Franks, ap- 
pointed four venerable chieftains to compofe the 
Salic laws** ; and their labours were examined 
and approved in three fuccelfive affemblies of the 
people. After the baptifm of Clovis, he reformed 
feveral articles that appeared incompatible with 
Chriltianity : the Salic Jaw was again amended 
by his fons; and at length, under the reign of 
Dagobert , the code was revifed and promulgated 
in its aCtual form, one hundred years after the 
eftablifhment of the F/ench monarchy. Within 
the fame period , the cuftoms of the Ripuanans 
were tranfcribed and publilhed; and Charlemagne 

himfelf 
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himfelf, the legifiator of his age and country, 
had accurately l\udied the two national laws, 
which ftill prevailed among the Franks 
The fame care was extended to their vaffals; and 
the rude inftitutions of the Alemanni and Bava- 
rians were diligently compiled and ratified by the 
fupreme authority of the Merovingian kings. 
The Vijigot/is and Burgundians, whofe conquefts in 
Gaul preceded thofe of the Franks, fliewed lefs 
impatience to attain one of the principal benefits 
of civilifed fociety. Euric was the firft of the 
Gothic princes, who exprefted in writing the man- 
ners and cuftoms of his people ; and the compo- 
fition of the Burgundian laws was a meafure of 
policy rather than of juftice; to alleviate the 
yoke, and regain the affedtions , of their Gallic 
fubjedts **. Thus, by a Angular coincidence , the 
Germans framed their artlefs. inftitutions, at a 
time when the elaborate fyftem of Roman jurif- 
prudence .was finally confummated. In the Salic 
laws, and the Pandedts of Juftinian, we may 
compare the firft rudiments, and the full matu- 
i*ity, of civil wifdom ; and whatever prejudices 
may be fuggefted in favour of BaTbarifm', our 
calmer reflections will aferibe to the Romans the 
Superior advantages, not only of fcience and rea- 
fon , but of humanity and Juftice. Yet the laws 
of the Barbarians were adapted to their wants and’ 
defires, their occupations and their capacity; and 
they all contributed to preferve the peace, and 
promote the improvements, of the fociety for 
whofe ufe they were originally eftablifhed. The 
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Merovingians , in (lead of impofing an uniform 
rule of conduct on their various fubjedts, per- 
mitted each people, and each family of their 
empire, freely to enjoy their domeftic initia- 
tions"; nor were the Romans excluded from the 
common benefits of this legal toleration 7 \ The 
children embraced the law of their parents, the 
wife that of her hufband , the freedman that of 
his patron; and, in all caufes, where the parties 
were of different nations, the plaintiff, or accu- 
fer, was obliged to follow the tribunal of the de- 
fendant, who may always plead a judicial pre- 
fumption of right, or innocence. A more ample 
latitude was allowed, if every citizen, in the pre- 
fence of the judge , might declare the law under 
which he defired to live , and the national fo- 
ciety to which he chofe to belong. Such an in- 
dulgence would abolifh the partial diltindlions of 
vidtory;and the Roman provincials might pa- 
tiently acquicfce in the hardfliips of tlreir condi- 
tion ; fmee it depended on themfelves to affume 
the privilege, if they dared to affert the charac- 
ter, of free and warlike Barbarians 71 . 

When juftice inexorably requires the death of 
a murderer, each private citizen is fortified by 
the allurance, that the laws, the magilhrate, and 
the whole community, are the guardians of his 
perfonal fafety. But in the loofe fociety of the 
Germans, revenge was always honourable, and 
often meritorious : the independent warrior chaf- 

tifed , or vindicated, with his own hand, the in- 
juries which he had offered, or received; and he 
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had only to dread the refentn^nt of the fons, and c rt A P. 
kinfmen, of the enemy whtmi he had facrificed xxxvill. 
to his felnfh or angry paflions. The magidrate, 
confcious of his weaknefs, interpofed, not to pu- 
nifli, but to reconcile; and he was fatisfied if he 
could perfuadej or compel, the contending par- 
ties to pay, and to accept, the moderate fine 
which had been afcertained as the price of 
blood 71 . The fierce fpirit of the Franks would 
have oppofed a more rigorous fentence; the fame 
fiercenefs defpifed thcfc ineffectual reftraints: 
and, when their fimple manners had been cor- 
rupted by the wealth of Gaul , the public peace 
was continually violated by acts of hafty or deli- 
berate guilt. In every juft: government, the fame 
penalty is inflided, or at lead i$ impofed, for the 
murder of a peafant , or a prince. But the na- 
tional inequality cffablifhed by the Franks, in 
their criminal proceedings, was the lad infulfc 
and abufe of conqued 7I . In the calm moments » 
of legiflation , they folemnly pronounced, that the 
life of a Roman was of fmaller value than that of 
a Barbarian. The Antrnjiion 7 * , a name expreF 
five of the mod ilfudrions birth or dignity among 
the Franks , was appreciated at the fum of fix 
hundred pieces of gold; while the noble provin- 
cial, who was admitted to the king’s tabic, might 
be legally murdered at the expence of three hun- 
dred pieces. Two hundred were deemed fuffi- 
cient for a Frank of ordinary condition ; but thtf 
meaner Romans were expofed to difgrace and 
danger by a trifling compenfation of one hundred, 
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or even fifty , pi^s of gold. Had thefe Jaws 
been regulated any principle of equity or 
reafon , the public protection fhould have flip- 
plied in juft proportion the want of perfonal 
ftrcngih.i Hut the legiflator had weighed in the 
fcale, not of juftice, but of policy, the lofs of a 
foldier againft that of a flave: the head of an in- 
folent and rapacious Barbarian was guarded by an 
heavy fine and the fiighteft aid was afforded to 
the moft dcfencelefs fubjcCts. l ime iofenfibly 
abated the pride of the conquerors, and the pa- 
tience of the vanquiflicd; and the boldeft citizen 
was taught by experience, that he might fufter 
more injuries than, he could inflidt. As the man- 
ners of the Franks became lefs ferocious, ‘their 
laws were rendered more fevere ; and the lYlero- 
vingian kings attempted to imitate the impartial 
rigour of the Vifigoths and Burgundians 7 '. Un- 
der the empire of Charlemagne, murder was uni- 
verfally punifiied with death ; and the ufe of ca- 
pital punifhment has been liberally multiplied 
in the jurifprudence of modern Europe 7 *. 

The civil and military profeftions, which had 
been feparated by Conftantine, were again united 
by the Barbarians. The harfli found of the Teu- 
tonic appellations was mollified into the Latin 
titles of Duke, of Count, or of Prx'fed: and the 
fame officer aftumed , within his diftriCt, the com- 
mand of the troops , and the adminiftration of 
juftice 77 . But the fierce and illiterate chieftain 
was fddom qualified to difeharge the duties of a 
judge, which require al^ the faculties of a 
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philofophic mind , laborioufly. cultivated by expe- 
rience and ftudy ; and his rude ignorance was com- 
pelled to embrace fomc fimple, and vifible, methods 
of afeertaining the caofe of juftice. In every relb 
gion , the Deity has been invoked to confirm the 
truth, or to punilh the falfehood, of human tef- 
timony; but this powerful inftrument was mif- 
applied , and abufed , by the fimplicity of the Ger- 
man legiflators. The party accufed might juftify 
bis innocence, by producing before their tribu- 
nal a number of friendly witnefles, who folcmnly 
declared their belief or affurance , that he was not 
guilty. According to the weight of the charge, 
this legal number of compurgators was multi- 
plied; feventy-two voices were required to ab- 
solve air incendiary, or afiafifin : and when the 
chaftitv of a queen of France was fufpecled , three 
hundred gallant nobles fwore, without hefitation , 
that the infant prince had been a&ually begotten 
by her deceafed hufband 7 ’. The fin, and fcan- 
dal, of manifeft and frequent perjuries engaged 
the magiftrates to remove thefe dangerous tempt- 
ations; and to fupply the defeats of human tefii- 
mony, by the famous experiments of fire and 
water. Thefe extraordinary trials were fo capri- 
cioufiy contrived , that in fome cafes , guilt, and 
innocence in others , could not be proved with- 
out the interpofition of a miracle. Such mira- 
cles were readily provided by fraud and credulity, 
the moll intricate caufes were determined by this 
eafy and infallible method ; # .-^d the turbulent 
Barbarians, who might have difdainod the fen* 
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chap, tence of the magiflrate, fubmiflively acquicfccd 
xxxviii. ill the judgment of God”. 

judicial But the trials by fingle combat gradually ob- 
joiuoau. tained fuperior credit and authority , among a 
warlike people, who could not believe, that a 
brave man deferved to fuller , or that a coward 
deferved to live *\ Both in civil and criminal 
proceedings, the plaintiff, or accufer, the de- 
fendant , or even the witnefs , were expofed to 
mortal challenge from the antagonift who was 
deftitute of legal proofs; and it was incumbent 
on them , either to defert their caufe , or publicly 
to maintain their honour in the lifts of battle. 

* They fought either on foot or on horfeback , ac- 

• cording to the cuftom of their nation*'; and the 

decifion of the fword , or lance , was ratified by 
^ the fandion of Heaven , of the judge , and of the 
people. This fanguinary law was introduced into 
Gaul by the Burgundians; and their legillator 
Gundobald’ 1 condefcended to anfwer the com- 
plaints and objedions of his fubjed A vitus. 
“ Is it not true,” faid the king of Burgundy to 
the bifiiop, “ that the event of national wars, 
and private combats , is direded by the judg- 
* c ment of God ; and that his providence awards 
<c the vidory to the jufter , caufe? By fuch pre- 
vailing arguments , the abfurd and cruel pradice 
of judicial duels , which had been peculiar to 
fome tribes of Germany , was propagated and 
eftablilhed in all the monarchies of Europe , from 
Sicily to the iftlt^p. At the end of ten centu- 
ries , the reign of legal violence was not totally 
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extinguilhed ; and the ineffectual cenfures of c 11 a p. 
faints, of popes, and of Synods, may fcem to xxxviii. 
prove, that the influence of fuperftition is weak- 
ened by its unnatural alliance with reafon and 
humanity. The tribunals were ftained with the 
blood, perhaps, of innocent and refpe&able citi 
zens; the law, which now favours the rich, then 
yielded to the flrong ; and thi old , the feeble , 
and the infirm, were condemned, either to re- 
nounce their faireft claims and pofleflions, to fuf- 
tain the dangers of an unequal conflict " , or to 
. trull the doubtful aid of a mercenary champion. 

This oppreilive jurifprudence was impofed on the 
provincials of Gaul, who complained of any in- 
juries in their perfons and property. Whatever 
might be the ftrength, or courage, of individuals, 
the victorious Barbarians excelled in the love and 
exercife of arms; and the vanquilhed Roman was 
unjultly fummoned to repeat, in his own perfon, 
the bloody conteft , which had been already de- 
cided againft his country *\ 

A devouring holt of one hundred and twenty Divifionof 
thoufand Germans had formerly palled the Rhine 
under the command of Arioviftus. One third barUni, 
part of the fertile lands of the Sequani was ap- 
propriated to their ufe ; and the conqueror foon 
repeated his opprelfive demand of another third , 
for the accommodation of anew colony of twenty- 
four thoufand Barbarians, whom he had invited 
to fliare the rich harvell of Gaul **. At the dis- 
tance of five hundred years, the Vifigoths and 
Burgundians , who revenged the defeat of 
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chap. Arioviftus , ufurped the fame unequal proportion 

j&xxvm. of tlbo thirds of the fubjedt lands. But this diftri- 

• bution, inffead of fpreading over the province, 

may be reafonably confined to the peculiar dif- 
trids where the victorious people had beeu 
planted , by their own choice , or by the policy of 
their leader. In thefe diftridts , each Barbarian 
was connected by the ties of hofpitality with fomc 
Roman provincial. To this unwelcome gueft , 
the proprietor was compelled to abandon two- 
thirds of his patrimony : but the German , a 

fihepherd , and a hunter , might fometimes con- 
tent himfelf with a fpacious range of wood and 
pafture, and reftgn the fmalleft, though moft va 
luable , portion , to the toil of the induftrious 
hufbandman f \ The filence of ancient and au- 
thentic teftimony has encouraged an opinion, that 
the rapine of the Franks was not moderated , or 
difguifed , by the forms of a legal divifion ; that 
they difperfed themfelves over the provinces of 
Gaul , without order or controul ; and that each 
victorious robber, according to his wants, his 
avarice, and his flrength , meafured, with his 
fword , the extent of his new inheritance. At a 
diftance from their fovereign , the Barbarians 
might indeed be tempted to exercife fuch arbir 
trary depredation ; but the firm and artful policy 
of Clovis' mud curb a licentious fpirit, which 
would aggravate the mifery of the vanquifhed, 

• whilfi: it corrupted the union and difcipline of 
the conquerors. The memorable vafe of Soiffons 
is a monument, and a pledge, of the regular 
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didribution of the Gallic fpoils. It was the duty, chap. 
and the intered , of Clovis to provide rewards for xxxvm. 
a fuccefsful army , and fettlements for a numerous 
people ; without inflitding any vyanton , or fuper- 
fluous injuries , on the loyal catholics of Gaul. 

The ample fund , which he might lawfully ac- 
quire, of the Imperial patrimony , vacant lands , 
and Gothic ufurpations , would diminilh the cruel 
neceflity of feizure and -confiscation ; and the 
humble provincials would more patiently ac- 
quiefce in the equal and regular didribution of 
their lofs' 7 . 

The wealth of the Merovidgian princes con- 
fifted in their extenfive domain. After the con- 
qued of Gaul , they dill delighted in the rudic Merovin- 
fimplicity of their ancedors : the cities w^e 

abandoned to folitude and decay; and their coins, 
their charters, and their Synods, are dill infcribed 
with the names of the villas , or rural palaces , in 
which they fuccedively reSided. One hundred and 
Sixty of thefe palaces , a title which need not excite 
any unfeafionable ideas of art or luxury , were 
Scattered through the provinces of their kingdom ; 
and if Some might claim the honours of a fortrefs, 
the far greater part could be edeemed only in the 
light of profitable farms. The manfion of the 
long-haired kings was Surrounded with convenient 
yards, and dables, for the cat,tle and the poultry; 
the garden was planted with ufeful vegetables ; 
the various trades, the labours of agriculture, and 
even the arts of hunting, and filhing, were exer- 
pifed by Servile hands for the emolument of the 
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e h a p. fovereign; his magazines were filled with com 
xxxvnx. and wine, either forfale or confumption ; and the 
whole adminiilration was conducted by the rtn&eft 
maxims of private ceconomy This ample pa- 
. trimony was appropriated to fupply the hofpitable 
plenty of Clovis, and his fncceffors ; and to re- 
ward the fidelity of their brave companions , who 
Jroth in peace and war, were devoted to their per- 
fonal fervice. Inrtead of an horfe, or a fuit of ar- 
mour, each companion , according to his rank, 
or merit, or favour , was inverted with a benefice , 
the primitive name, and mod fimple form of the 
feudal polleflions. Thefe gifts might be refumed 
at the pleafure of the fovereign ; and his feeble 
prerogative derived fome fupport from the influ- 
e^pe of his liberality. But this dependent tenure 
was gradually abolilhed *’ by the independent and 
rapacious nobles of France , who ertabliftied the 
perpetual property, and hereditary fucceflion, of 
their benefices : a revolution falutary to the earth, 
which had been injured, or negledled, by its pre- 
carious mailers Befides thefe rof al. and bene- 
ficiary eftates , a large proportion had been artign- 
ed , in the divilion of Gaul , of allodial and Salic 
lands: they were exempt from tribute, and the 
Salic lands were equally fhared among the male 
defeendants of the Franks' 1 . 

Prime In the bloody difeord , and filent decay of the 
ufurpe* Merovingian line, a new order of tyrants arofe 
in the provinces , who , under the appellation of 
Seniors , or Lords , ufurped a right to govern , and a 
Jicence t© opprefs , the fubjeds of their peculiar 
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territory. Their ambition might be checked by 
the hoflile rcfiftance of an equal : but the laws 
•were extinguilhed ; and the l'acnlegious Barba- 
rians, who dared to provoke the vengeance of a 
faint or bifliop”, would feldom refpect the land- 
marks of a profane and defencelefs neighbour. 
The common, or public, rights of nature, fuch 
as they had always been deemed, by the Roman 
jurifprudence , were feverely reftrained by the 
German conquerors , whofe amufement, or rather 
palfion , was the exercife of hunting. The vague 
dominion, which Man has aflumed over the wild 
inhabitants of the earth , the air , and the waters, 
was confined to forne fortunate individuals of the 
•human fpecies. Gaul was again overfpread with 
woods; and the animals , who were rcferved.for 
the ufe , or pleafure , of the lord , might ravage , 
with impunity, the fields of his induftrious vaffals. 
The chace was the facred privilege of the nobles, 
and their domeftic fervants. Plebeian tranfgrelfors 
were legally chaftifed with flripes and imprifon- 
ment'* ; but in an age which admitted a flight 
compofition for the life of a citizen, it was a ca- 
pital crime to deftroy a flag or a wild bull within 
the precinds of the royal forefts”, 

According to the maxims of ancient war , the 
conqueror became the lawful mafter of the enemy 
whom he had fubdued and fpared “ ; and the fruit- 
ful caufe of perfonal flavery , which had been al- 
moft fupprefled by the peaceful fovereignty of 
Rome , was again revived and multiplied by the 
perpetual hoftilities of the independent Barbarians, 
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chat The Goth, the Burgundian, or th.e Frank, who 
xxxvlli. returned from a fucccfsful expedition , dragged 
after him a long train of flieep, of oxen, and of 
human captives , whom he treated with the fame 
brutal contempt. The youths of an elegant form 
and ingenuous a'pedt , were fet apart for the do- 
meffic fervice ; a doubtful fituation, which alter- 
nately expofed them to the favourable , or cruel , 
impulfe of padion. The ufeful mechanics and 
fervants ( fmiths, carpenters, taylors, fhoemakers, 
cooks, gardeners, dyers, and workmen in gold and 
filver etc. ) employed their fkill for the ufe , or 
profit, of their mafler. But the Roman captives 
who were deftitute of art, but capable of labour, 
were condemned , without regard to their former 
rank, to tend the cattle, and cultivate the lands 
of the Barbarians. The number of the hereditary 
bondfmen , who were attached to the Gallic eftates , 
was continually increafcd by new fupplies ; and 
the fervile people, according to the fituation and 
temper of their lords, was fometimes raifed by 
precarious indulgence, and more frequently de- 
prefTed by capricious defpotifm ,T . An abfolute 
power of life and death was exercifed by thefe 
lords; and when they married their daughters, a 
train of ufeful fervants, chained on the waggons 
to prevent their efcape , was fent as a nuptial pre- 
fent into a diftant country 4 *. The majefty of the 
Roman laws protected the liberty of each citizen, 
againft the ralh effeds of his own didrefs , or def- 
pair. But the fubje&s of the Merovingian kings 
might alienate their perfopal freedom ; and this 
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act of legal fuicide, which was familiarly pradtifed, 
is expref^d* in terms mod difgraceful and afftidt- 
ing to the dignity of human nature **. The ex- 
ample of the poor, who purchafed life by the fa- 
crifice of all that can render life defirable , was 
gradually imitated by the feeble and the devout, 
who, in times of public diforder, pufillanimoufly 
crowded to fhelter themfelves under the battle- 
ments of a powerful chief, and around the fhrine 
of a popular faint. Their fubmiffion was accepted 
by thefe temporal , orfpiritual, patrons and the 
hafty tranfaction irrecoverably fixed their own con-, 
dition , and that of their lateft poflerity. From 
the reign of Clovis, during five fucceflive cen- 
turies , the laws and manners of Gaul uniformly 
tended to promote the in'creafe , and to confirm 
the duration, of perfonal fervitude. Time and 
violence almoft obliterated the intermediate ranks 
of fociety; and left an obfcure and narrow inter- 
val between the noble and the flave. This arbi- 
trary and recent divifion has been transformed by 
-pride and prejudice into a national diftindtion, 
univerfally eftabliflied by the arms qpd the laws of 
the Merovingians. The nobles, who claimed 
their genuine, or fabulous, defcent, from the in- 
dependent and victorious Franks , have aflerted , 
and abufed , the indefeafible right of conqueft , 
over a proflrate crowd of Haves and plebeians , to 
whom they imputed the imaginary difgrace of a 
Gallic, or Roman, extraction. 

The general ftate and revolutions of France, a 
flame which was impofed by the conquerors , may 


chap. 

XXXVIJi 


Example 
of Av- 
vetgne. 


Digitized by Google 


OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 287 


fpacious plain of Limagne; and the inexhauftible 
fertility of the foil fupplied , and ftill fupplies, 
without any interval of repofe , the conftant repe- 
tition of the fame harvefts '* l . Qn the falfe re- 
port , that their lawful fovereign had been flain in 
Germany, the city and diocefe of Auvergne were 
bctiayed by the grandfon of Sidonius Apollinaris. 
Childebert enjoyed this clandeftine vidory ; and 
the free fubjeds of Theodoric threatened to defert 
his flandnrd, if he indulged his private refent- 
ment, while the nation was engaged in the Bur- 
gundian war. But the Franks of Auflrafia foon 
yielded to the perfuafive eloquence of their king. 
tc Follow me,” faid Theodoric, into Auvergne: 
cc I will lead you into a province, where you may 
“ acquire gold, filver, flaves, cattle, and precious 
“ apparel, to the full extent of yourwilhes. I re- 
“ peat my promife; I give you the people, and 
“ their wealth , as your prey ; and you may tranf- 
“ port them at pleafure into your own country.” 
By the execution of* this promife , Theodoric juftly 
forfeited the allegiance of a people, whom he de- 
voted to deftrudion. His troops, reinforced by 
the fiercell Barbarians of Germany'**, fpread de- 
flation over the fruitful face of Auvergne; and 
two places only , a llrong caftle , and a holy fhrine, 
were faved , or redeemed , from their licentious 
fury. The callle of Meroliac 105 was feated on a 
lofty rock, which rofe an hundred feet above the 
furface of the plain; and a large refervoir of frelh 
water was inclofed, with fome arable lands, within 
the circle of its fortifications. The Franks beheld 
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with envy and defpair this impregnable fortrefs i 
but they furprifed a party of fifty Rragglers; 
and , as they were Opprelfed by the number of 
their captives, they fixed, at a trifling ranfom , 
the alternative of life or death for thefe wretched 
vidtims, whom the cruel Barbarians were prepared 
to maflacre on the refufal of the garrifon. An- 
other detachment penetrated as far as Brivas, of 
Brioude, where the inhabitants, with their valu- 
able effedts, had taken refuge in the fandtuary of 
St. Julian. The doors of the church refilled the 
aflault; but a daring foldier entered through a 
window of the choir , and opened a paflage to his 
companions. The clergy and people, the facred 
and the profane fpoils, were rudely torn from the 
altar; and the facrilegious divifion was made at a 
fmall diflance from the town of Brioude. But 
this adt of impiety was feverely chadded by the 
devout fon of Clovis. He punilhed with death 
the mod atrocious offenders; left their fecret ac- 
complices to the vengeance of St. Julian, releafed 
the captives; reftored the plunder; and extended 
the rights of fandtuary , five miles round the 
fepulchre of the holy martyr 10 *. 

Before the Auftrafian army retreated from Au- 
vergne , Theodoric exadted fome pledges of the 
future loyalty of a people, whofe juft hatred 
could be reftrained only by their fear. A' feledt 
band of noble youths, the fons of the principal 
fenators , was delivered to the conqueror, as the 
hoftages of the faith of Childebert, and of their 
countrymen. On the firft rumour of waF, or 
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confpiracy, tbefe gniltlefs youths were reduced c H A v, 
' * to a flate of fervitude; and one of them, Atta- xxxvnt. 
las 107 , whofe adventures are more particularly 
related , kept his mailer’s horfes in the diocefe of 
Treves. After a painful fearch , he was difco-* 
vered , in this unworthy occupation , by the 
emilfaries of his grandfather, Gregory bilhop of 
Langres; but his offers of ranfom were llernly 
rejected by the avarice of the Barbarian , who re- 
quired an exorbitant? fum of ten pounds of gold 
for the freedom of his noble captive. His deli* - 
verance was effected by the hardy llratagem of 
Leo, a Have belonging to the kitchens of the 
bilhop of Langres ,0 \ An unknown agent eafily 
introduced him into the fame family. The Bar-* 
barian purchafed Leo for the price of twelve 
pieces of gold ; and was pleafed to learn * that he 
was deeply fkilled in the luxury of an epifcopal 
table: •" Next Sunday, ” faid the Frank, “ I 
“ fhall invite my neighbours , and kinfmeu. 

<£ Exert thy art, and force them to confefs , that 
“ they have never feen , or tailed , fuch an en-> 

<c tertainment, even in the king’s houfe ; ” Leo 
alfured him , that, if he would provide a fufflciene 
quantity of poultry , his willies Ihould be fatif* 
fied. The mailer , who already afpired to the 
merit of elegant hofpitality, alfumed, as his own, 
the praife which the voracioijs guells unanimoufly 
bellowed on his cook ; and the dextrous Leo 
infenfibly acquired the trull and management of 
his houfehold. After the patient expectation of 
a whole year, he cautioufly whifpered his defign to 

' Vol. VI. T ' 
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chap. Attalus , and exhorted him to prepare fbr flighc 
xxxvlil. in the enfuing night. At the hour of midnight, 
the intemperate guefts retired from table ; and 
the Frank’s fon-in-Iaw, whom Leo attended to 
his apartment with a nodturnal potation , conde- 
feended to jell on the facility with which he might 
betray his trull. The intrepid flave , after fuf- 
taining this dangerous raillery , entered his mat- 
ters bed-chamber; removed his fpear and Ihield; 
filently drew the fleeted horfes frofn the liable ; 

. unbarred the ponderous gates ; and excited 
Attalus to fave his life and liberty by inceflant 
diligence. Their apprehenfions urged them to 

leave their horfes on the banks of the Meufe l °" ; 

# * 
they fwam the river , wandered three days in 

the adjacent foreft , and fubfifted only by the 
accidental difeovery of a Wild plum-tree. As. 
they lay concealed in a- dark thicket, they 
heard the noife of horfes; they were terrified bv 
the angry countenance of their mailer , and they 
anxioufiy liflened to his declaration, that, if he 
could feize the guilty fugitives , one of them he 
would cut in pieces with hisfword, and would 
expofe the other on a gibbet. At length. Atta- 
ins ,' and his faithful Leo, reached the friendly 
habitation of a prefbyter of Rheims , who re- 
cruited their fainting llrength with bread and 
wine, concealed them from the fearch of their 
enemy , and fafely conduced them , beyond the 
limits of the Aullrafian kingdom, to the epifeo- 
pal palace of Langres. Gregory embraced his 
grandfon with tears of joy , gratefully delivered 
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Leo , with his whole family , from the yoke of 
fervitude, and bellowed on him the property of 
a farm, where he might end his days in happinefs 
and freedom. Perhaps this lingular adventure , 
which is marked with fo many circumflances of 
truth and nature, was related by Attains himfelfj 
to his coufin, or nephew, the full hiftorian of 
the Franks. Gregory of Tours 1,0 was born 
about fixty years after the death of Sidonius 
Apollinaris; and their fituation was almolt limi- 
lar , fince each" of them was a native of Auvergne, 
a fenator, and a bilhop. The difference of their 
llyle and fentiments may, therefore, exprefs the 
decay of Gaul ; and clearly afeertain how much , 
in fo Ihort a fpace , the human mind had loll of 
its energy and refinement 

We are now qualified to defpife the oppofite, 
and perhaps , artful , mifreprefentations , which 
have foftened , or exaggerated , the opprefifion of 
the Romans of Gaul under the reign of the Me- 
rovingians.'- The conquerors never promulgated 
any univcrfal .ediifl of fervitude, or confifcation : 
but a degenerate people, who excufed their 
Weaknefs by the fpecious names of politenefs and 
peace, was expofed to the arms and laws of the 
ferocious Barbarians, who contemptuoufly infulted 
their polfellions, their freedom, and their fafety.. 
Their perfonal injuries weie partial and irregular; 
but the great body of the Romans furvived 
the revolution , and Hill preserved the property y 
and privileges , of citizens. A large portion of 
their lands was exacted for the ufe of the Franks: 
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chap, but they enjoyed the remainder, exempt from 
xxxviii. tribute 1,1 ; and the fame irrefiftible violence 
which fwept away the arts and manufactures of 
Gaul , deftroyed the elaborate and expenfive 
fyftem of Imperial defpotifm. The Provincials 
mult frequently deplore the favage jurifprudence 
of the Salic or Ripuarian laws; but their private 
life , in the important concerns of marriage , 
teftaments, or inheritance, was ftill regulated by 
the Theodofian Code ; and a difeontented Roman 
might freely afpire , or defeend , to the title 
and character of a Barbarian. The honours of 
the ftate were acceflible to his ambition : the 
education and temper of the Romans more pe- 
culiarly qualified them for the offices of civil 
government ; and , as foon as emulation had 
rekindled their military ardour, they were per- 
mitted to march in the ranks , or even at the 
head, of the victorious Germans. I fhall not 
attempt to enumerate the generals and magif- 
trates , whofe names atteft the liberal policy 
of the Merovingians. The fupreme command 
of Burgundy , with the title of patrician , was 
fuccelfively entrufted to three Romans; and the 
laft, and molt powerful , Mummolus , who 
alternately faved and difturbed the monarchy, 
had fupplanted his father in the ftation of count 
of Autun, and left a treafure of thirty talents of 
gold , and two hundred and fifty talents of lilver. 
The fierce and' illiterate - Barbarians were ex- 
cluded during feveral generations , from the 
dignities , and even from the orders , ol the 
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church The clergy of Gaul confided almod 
entirely' of native Provincials ; the haughty 
Franks fell proftratei at the feet of their fubjeds , 
who were dignified with the epifcopal character; 
and the power and riches which had been loll in 
war, were infenfibly recovered by fuperllition 
In all temporal affairs , the Theodofian Code was 
the univerfal law of the clergy; but the barbaric 
jurifprudence had liberally provided for their 
perfonal fafety: a fub-deacon was equivalent to 
two Franks ; the antrujiion, and pried , were 
held in fimilar edimation ; and the life of a 
bilhop was appreciated far above the common 
ftandard,- at the price of nine hundred pieces of 
gold” 7 . The Romans communicated to their 
conquerors the ufe of the Chrillian religion and 
Latin language "* : but their language and their 
religion h^d alike degenerated from the fimple 
purity of the Augudan, and Apollolic , age. 
The progrefs of fuperllition and Barbarifm was. 
rapid and univerfal : the worlhip of the faints 
concealed from vulgar eyes the God of the 
Chrillians ; and the rullic dialed of peafants and 
foldiers was corrupted by a Teutonic idiom and 
pronunciation. Yet fuch intercourfe of facred 
and focial communion , eradicated the didindions 
of birth and vidory; and the nations of Gaul 
■were gradually confounded under the name and 
government of the Franks. 

The Franks , after they mingled with their 
Gallic fubjeds , might have imparted the moll 
valuable of human gifts, a fpirit, and fyllem, 
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p h a p. of conftitutional liberty. Under a king, here- 
Jiifxvji. ditary but limited , the chiefs and counfellors 
might have debated , at Paris, in the palace of 
the Cscfars : the adjacent held , where the em- 
perors reviewed their mercenary legions, would 
have admitted the legiflative affembly of freemen 
and warriors : and the rude model , which had 
been fketched in the woods of Germany t 
might have been polilhed and improved by the 
civil wifdom of the Romans. But the carelefs 
Barbarians , fecure of their perfonal independence , 
difdained the labour of government: the annual 
alfemblies of the month of March were filently 
abolilhed ; and the nation was feparated , and al- 
moft diflolved, by the conqueft of Gaul The 
monarchy was left without any regular eflablifh- 
roent of juftice, of arms, or of revenue. The 
fucceffors of Clovis wanted refolution.to a flu me, 
or ftrength to cxercife, the legiflative and exe- 
cutive powers , which the people had abdicated : 
the royal prerogative was diftinguifhed only by a 
more ample privilege of rapine and murder; and 
the love of freedom , fo often invigorated and 
difgraced by private ambition, was reduced, 
among the licentious Franks , to the contempt 
of order, and the defire of impunity. Seventy- 
five years after the death of Clovis , his grandfon , 
Gontran , king of Burgundy, fent an army to 
invade the Gothic poffeffions of Septimania, or 
Languedoc. The troops of Burgundy, Berry, 
Auvergne, and the adjacent territories, were ex- 
cited by the hopes of fpoiJ. They marched, 
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without difcipline, under the banners of German, 
or Gallic , counts : their attack was feeble and 
unfuccefsful ; but the friendly and hollile pro- 
vinces were defolated with indifcriminate rage. 
The corn-fields, the villages, the churches them- 
felves , were confumed by lire ; the inhabitants 
were malfacrcd , or dragged into captivity ; and 
in the diforderly retreat, five thoufand of thefe 
inhuman favages were deftroyed by hunger or 
inteftine difcord. When the pious Gontran re- 
proached the guilt , or neglect , of their leaders ; 
and threatened to infliCt, not a legal fentence , 
but inftant and arbitrary execution ; they accufed 
the univerfal and incurable corruption of the 
people. “ No one ” they faid , “ any longer 
t£ fears or refpedts his k*ing, his duke, or his 

count. Each man loves to do evil , and 

* freely indulges his criminal inclinations. The 
“ moll gentle correction provokes an immediate 
“ tumult; and the rafh magiftrate, who pre. 
tl fumes to cenfure , or reftrain , his feditious 
® fubjeCls , feldom efcapes alive from their re- 

* venge ” It has been referved for the fame 
nation to expofe , by their intemperate vices , the 
moft odious abufe of freedom ; and to fupply its 
lofs by the fpirit of honour and humanity , which 
now alleviates and dignifies their obedience to an 
abfolute fovereign. 

The Vifigoths had refigned to Clovis the 
greateft part of their Gallic pofiedions; but their 
lofs was amply compenfated by the e.ify conqucffc 
and fecure enjoyment, of the provinces of Spain. 
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From the monarchy of the Goths , which foon in- 
volved the Suevic kingdon of Galicia , the mo- 
dern Spaniards (till derive fome national vanity : 
but the hiftorian of the Roman Empire is neither 
invited, nor compelled , to purfue the obfcure 
and barren feries of their annals ,1J . The Goths 
of Spain were feparated from the reft of mankind, 
by the lofty ridge of the Pyrensean mountains: 
their manners and inftitutions , as far as they were 
common to the Germanic « tribes , have been 
already explained. I have anticipated , in the 
preceding chapter, the moll important of their 
ecclefiaftical events, the fall of Arianifm, and the 
perfecution of the Jews : and it only remains to 
obferve fome interefting circumltances , which 
relate to the civil and eccleliallical conftitution 
of the Spanifli kingdom. 

After their converfion from idolatry or herefy, 
the Franks and the Vifigoths were difpofed to 
embrace, with equal fubmiflion, the inherent 
evils , and the accidental benefits , of fuperftition. 
But the prelates of France , long before the ex- 
tinction of the Merovingian race , had degene- 
rated into fighting and hunting Barbarians. They 
difdained the ufe of fynods; forgot the laws of 
temperance and chaftity; and preferred the in- 
dulgence of private ambition and luxury, to the 
general intereft of the facerdotal profeffion ***. 
The bilhops of Spain refpedted themfelves , and 
were refpedted by the public: their indiffoluble 
union difguifed their vices, and confirmed their 
authority: and the regular difeipline of the church 
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introduced peace, order , and {lability into the chap. 
government of the Rate. From the reign of xxxviii. 
Recared, the firR Catholic king, to that of 
Witiza, the immediate predeceffor of the unfor- 
tunate Roderic , fixteen national councils were 
fucceffively convened. The fix metropolitans, 

Toledo, Seville, Merida, Braga, Tarragona, 
and Narbonne, prefided according to their refpec- 
tive feniority ; the affembly was compofed of 
their fuffragan bilhops , who appeared in perfon, 
or by their proxies ; and a place was afligned to 
the moR holy or opulent of the Spanilh abbots^ 

During the firR three days of the convocation, 
as long as they agitated the ecclefiaRical queRions 
of dodtrine and difcipline , the pi^fane laity Xvas 
excluded from their debates; which were con- 
dudted , however, with decent *folemnity. But, 
on the morning of the fourth day, the doors were 
thrown open for the entrance of the great officers 
of the palace , the dukes and counts of the pro- 
vinces , the judges of the cities, and the Gothic 
nobles : and the decrees of Heaven were ratified 
by the confent of the people. The fame rules 
were obferved in the provincial aflemblies , the 
annual fynods which were empowered to hear 
complaints , and to redrefs grievances ; and a legal 
government was fupported by the prevailing in* # 
fluence of the Spanilh clergy. The bilhops , who, 
in each revolution , were prepared to flatter tfle 
victorious and to infult the proRratc, laboured , 
with diligence and fuccefs , to kindle the flames 
of perfeeution, and to exalt the mitre above the 
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c H a f. crown. Yet the national councils of Toledo, in 
XXXVIII. which the free fpirit of the Barbarians was tem- 
pered and guided by epifcopal policy, have 
ellabhlhed fome prudent laws for the common 
benefit of the king and people. The vacancy of 
the throne was fupplied by the choice of the 
bilhops and Palatines , and , after the failure of the 
line of Alaric, the regal dignity was ftfll limited' 
to the pure and noble blood of the Goths. The 
clergy , who anointed their lawful prince , always 
recommended, and fomctimes pradifcd, the duty 
of allegiance: and the fpintual cenfurcs were de- 
nounced on the heads of the ifiipious fubjeds , 
who Ihould refill his authority, confpire agaiuft 
his 'life, or Miolate by an indecent union, the 
chaflity even, of his widow. But the monarch 
himfelf, when *he afcended the throne, was 
bound by a reciprocal oath to God and his people, 
that he would faithfully execute his important 
trull. The real or imaginary faults of his adminif- 
tration were fubjed to the controul of a powerful 
arillocray; and the bilhops and palatines were 
guarded by a fundamental privilege, that they 
Ihould not be degraded, imprifoned, tortured, nor 
punilhedi with death, exile, or confifcation, unlefs 
by the free and public judgment of their peers 

Cade of the • ° ne of thefe lc g inative councils of Toledo, 

Vifigoths. examined and ratified the code of laws which had 
btcn compiled by a fucceflion of Gothic kings, 
from the fierce Euric , to the devout Egica. As 
long as the Vifigoths themfelves were fatisfied 
with the rude cuftoms of their anceftors, they 
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indulged their fubje&s of Aquitain and Spain in c 11 a p. 
the enjoyment of the Roman law. Their gradual xxxvm. , 
improvement in arts, in policy, and at length in 
religion , encouraged them to imitate , and to 
fuperfede , thefe foreign inilitutions ; and to com- 
pofe a code of civil and criminal jurifprudence, 
for the. ufe of a great and united people. The 
fame obligations, and the fame privileges , were 
communicated to the nations of the Spanifh 
monarchy : and the conquerors , infenfibly re- 
nouncing the Teutonic idiom, fubmitted to the 
reftraints of equity, and exalted the Romans to 
the participation of freedom. The merit of this 
impartial policy was enhanced by the fituation of 
Spain , under the reign of the Vifigoths. The 
Provincials were long feparated from their Arian 
mailers , by the irreconcilable difference of reli- 
gion. After the converfion of Recared had removed 
the prejudices of the Catholics, the coafts, both 
of the Ocean and Mediterranean , were Hill 
pofTcffcd by the Eallern emperors ; who fccretly 
excited a difeontented people , to rejeCt the yoke 
of the Barbarians , and to affert the name and 
dignity of Roman citizens. The allegiance of 
doubtful fubjects is indeed moll effectually fecured 
by their own perfuafion , that they hazard more 
in a revolt, than they can hope to obtain by a 
revolution ; but it has appeared fo natural to 
opprefs thofe whom we hate and fear, that the 
contrary fyftern well deferves the praife of wifdom 
^nd moderation ,ls , 
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CHAP. 

XXXVIII. 

Revolution 

ofBritain. 


Defeent of 
the Saxons, 
A. D. 449. 


While the kingdoms of the Franks and Vifi- 
goths were cftablilhed in Gaul and Spain , the 
Saxons atchieved the conqueft of Britain, the 
third great dioe'efe of the Prsefedlure of the Weft. 
Since Britain was already feparated from the 
Roman empire, I might, without reproach , 
decline a ftory , familiar to the- moft illiterate • 
and obfeure to the moft learned , of my readers. 
The Saxons , who excelled in the ufe of the 
oar , or the battle-axe were ignorant of the art 
which could alone perpetuate the fame of their 
exploits : the Provincials , relapfing into Barbarifm, 
negle&ed to deferibe the ruin of their country; 
and the doubtful tradition was almoft extin* 
guifhed , before the miflionaries of Rome reftored 
the light of fcience and Chriftianity. The decla- 
mations of Gildas , the fragments, or fables, of 
Nennius, the obfeure hints of the Saxon laws 
and chronicles , and the ecclefiaftical tales of the 
venerable Bede ,1 ‘ , have been illuftfated by the 
diligence , and fometimes embelliflied by the fancy, 
of fucceeding writers, whofe works I am not 
ambitious either to cenfure or to tranferibe 
Yet the hiftorian of the empire may be tempted 
to purfue the revolutions of a Roman province , 
till it vanilhes from his fight ; and an Englifhman 
may curioufiy trace the eftablifhment of the 
Barbarians, from whom he derives his name, his 
laws, and perhaps his origin. 

About forty years after the diffolution of the 
Roman government, Vortigcrn appears to have ob- 
tained the fupreme, though precarious, command 
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of tTie princes and cities of Britain. That unfor- chap. 
tunate monarch has been almoft unanimoufly xxxvm. 
condemned for the weak and mifchievotrs policy 
of inviting”* a formidable ftranger, £0 repel the 
vexatious inroads of a domeftic foe. His ambafia- 
dors are difpatched, by the graveft hiftorians, to 
the coaft of Germany ; they addrefs a pathetic 
oration to the general aflembly of the Saxons, 
and thofe warlike Barbarians refolve to aflift with 
a fleet and army the fuppliants of a diflant and 
unknown ifland 1 . If Britain had indeed been un- 
known to thre Saxons , the meafure of its calamities 
would have been lefs complete. But the ftrength 
of the Roman go^rnment could not always 
guard the maritime province againft the pirates of 
Germany : the independent and divided Hates 

were expofed to their attacks ; and the Saxons 
might fometimes join the Scots and the Pidfs, in 
a tacit, or exprefs, confederacy of raping and 
deftructiom Voitigcrn could only balance the 
various perils , which aflaulted on every fide his 
throne and his people; and his policy may deferve 
either praife or excufe, if he preferred' the alliance 
of thofe Barbarians , whofe naval power rendered 
them the moll dangerous enemies , and the moft 
ferviceable allies. Hengift and Horfa , as they 
ranged along the Eaftern coaft with three ftiips, 
were engaged , by the promifeof an ample ftipend, 
to embrace the defence of Britain ; and their 
intrepid valour foon delivered the country from 
the Caledonian invaders. The ifle of Thanet, a 
fecure and fertile diftritft , was allotted for the 
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chap refulence of thcfc German auxiliaries, and they 1 
xxxviii. were fupplied , according to the treaty, with a 
plentiful allowance of clothing and provifions. This 
favourable reception encouraged five thoufand war- 
riors to embaik with their families in feventeen 
veffels , and the infant power of Hengift was fortified 
by this ftrong and feafonable reinforcement. The 
crafty Barbarian fuggefted to Vortigern the obvious 
advantage of fixing, in the neighbourhood of the 
Piets , a colony of faithful allies: a third fleet of 
forty fhips , under the command* of his fon and 
nephew , failed from Germany , ravaged the Ork- 
neys, and difembarked a new army on the coaft 
of Northumberland , or Lotl#an , at the oppofite 
extremity of the devoted laijd. It was eafy to 
forefee, but it was impoflible to prevent, the im- 
pending evils. The two nations werefoon divided 
and exafperated by mutual jealoufies. The Saxons 
magnified all that they had done and fuffered in 
the caufe of an ungrateful people; while the Bri- 
tons regretted the liberal rewards which could 
not fatisfy the avarice of thofe haughty mercena- 
ries. The caufes of fear and hatred were inflamed 
into an irreconcilable quarrel. The Saxons flew 
to arms; and, if they perpetrated a treacherous 
maflacre Muring the fecurity of a feaft, they de- 
ftroyed the reciprocal confidence which fuftains 
the intercourfe of peace and war"’. 

ERabiish- Hengift, who boldly afpired to the conqueft of 
mentofihe g r j ta | n exhorted his countrymen to embrace the 
archy, glorious opportunity : he painted in lively colours 

a- »• the fertility of the foil , the wealth of the cities * 
— 58:. ' 7 
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the pufdlanimous temper of the natives, and the c 11 a* r. 
convenient fituation of a fpacious folitary ifland xxxvin. 
acceflible on all fides to the Saxon fleets. I he • 
fucceflive colonies which ifibed, in the period of 
a century, from the mouths of the Elbe, the 
Wefer, and the Rhine, were principally compofed 
of three valiant tribes or nations of Germany ; the 
Jutes , the oid Saxons, and the Annies. The Jutes, 
xvho fought under the peculiar banner of Hengift, 
allumed the merit of leading their countrymen in 
the paths of glory, and of eredting, in’ Kent, 
the firll independent kingdom. The fame of. the 
enterprife was attributed to the primitive Saxons; 
and the common laws and language of the con- 
querors are deferibed by the national appellation 
of a people, which, at the end of four hundred 
years, produced the firff monarchs of South 
Britain. The Angles were diftinguilhed by their 
numbers and their fuccefs; and they claimed the 
honour of fixing a perpetual name on the coun- 
try, of which they occupied the moll ample 
portion.. The Barbarians, who followed the hopes 
of rapine either on the land or fea , were infen- 
fibly blended with this triple confederacy ; the 
Frijians , who had been tempted by their vicinity 
to the Britifli fhores, might balance, during a 
fliort fpace, the ftrength and reputation of the 
native Saxons ; the Danes , the Prujjians , the 
Rugians are faintly deferibed; and fome adven- 
turous Huns , who had wandered as fax 1 as the 
Baltic, might embark on board the German veflels, 
for the conqueft of a ne>y world 11 *. But this •* 
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c ij a p. arduous achievement was not prepared or exe- 
xxxvni. cuted by the union of national powers. Each 
intrepid chieftain , according to the meafure of 
his fame and fortunes, aflemblcd his followers; 
equiped a fleet of three , or perhaps of fixty, 
veflels ; chofe the place of the attack; and con- 
duced his fubfequent operations according to the 
events of the war and the didates of his private 
intereft. In the invafion of Britain many heroes 
vanquilhed and fell ; but only feven vidorious 
leaders, affumed, or at leaf!: maintained, the title 
of kings. Seven independent thrones , the Saxon 
Heptarchy, were founded by the conquerors, and 
feven families , one of which has been continued, 
by female fucceflion , to our prefent fovereign, 
derived their equal and facred lineage from Wo- 
den , the god of war. It has been pretended , 
that this republic of kings was moderated by a 
general council and a fupreme magiftrate. But 
fuch an artificial fcheme of policy is repugnant 
to the rude and turbulent fpirit of the Saxons : 
their laws are filent ; and their imperfed annals 
afford only a dark and bloody profped of inteftine 
difcord 

state of the A monk,’ who, In the profound ignorance of 

Kritpnt. human life , has prefumed to exercife the office of 
hiftorian , ftrangely disfigures the ftatc of Britain 
at the time of its reparation from the Weftern 
empire. Gildas 1 ” defcribes in florid language the 
improvements of agriculture , the foreign trade 
which flowed wfith every tide into the Thames 
and the Severn , the folid and lofty conftrudion 

of 
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of public and private edifices: he accufes the fin- chap. 
ful luxury of the Britifh people; of a people, ac- xxxviu. 
cording to the fame writer, ignorant of the molt 
fimple arts, aud incapable , without the aid of the 
Romans, of providing walls of ftone, or weapons 
of iron, for the defence of their native land ,u . 

Under the long dominion of the emperors Britain 
had been infenfibly moulded into the elegant and 
fervile form of a Roman province , whofe fafety 
was entrufted to a foreign power. The fubjeds 
of Honorius contemplated their new freedom with 
furprife and terror; they were left deftitute of . 
any civil or military conftitution ; and their un- 
certain rulers wanted either fkill , or courage, or 
authority , to direct the public force againib the 
common enemy. The introdudion of the Saxons 
betrayed their internal weaknefs , and degraded 
the charader both of the prince and people. 

Their conflernation magnified the danger ; the 
want of union diminifhed their refources ; and 
the madnefs of civil fadions was more felicitous 
to accufe , than to remedy, the evils, which they 
imputed to the mifeondud of their adverfaries. 

Yet the Britons were not ignorant, they could not 
be ignorant , of the manufadnre or the ufe of 
arms : the fucceflive and diforderly attacks of the 
Saxons , allowed them ' to recover from their 
amazement, and the profperous or adverfe events 
of the war added difcipline and experience to 
their native valour. 

Vol. VI. V - 
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While the continent of Europe and Africa 
yielded, without refiftance, to the Barbarians, the 
Britilh iflaiid , alone and unaided, maintained a 
long, a vigorous, though an unfuccefsful ftruggle, 
again ft the formidable pirates , who , almoft at 
the fame inftant , a(faulted the Northern , the 
Eaftern , and the Southern coafts. The cities 
which had been fortified with fkill, were defended, 
with refolution; the advantages of ground, hills, 
forefts , and moraffes , were diligently improved 
by the inhabitants; the conqueft of each diftridt 
was purchafcd with blood ; and the defeats of the 
Saxons are ftrongly attefted by the difereet filence 
of their annalift. Hengift might hope to atchieve 
the conqueft of Britain; but his ambition, in an 
active reign of thirty-live years, was confined to 
the poffeffion of Keht; and the numerous colony 
which he had planted in the North, was extirpated 
by the fword of the Britons. The monarchy of 
the Weft-Saxons was laborioufly founded by the 
perfevering efforts of three martial generations. 
The life of Cerdic , one of the braveft of the 
children of Woden , was confumed in the con- 
queft of Hampfhire, and the ifie of Wight; and 
the lofs which he fuftained in the battle of Mount 
Badon, reduced him to a ftate of inglorious re- 
pofe. Kenric , his valiant fon , advanced into 
Wiltfhire; befieged Salifbury , at that time feated 
on a commanding eminence ; and vanquifhed an 
army which advanced to the relief of the city. 
In the fubfequent battle of Marlborough m , his 
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Britilh enemies difplayed their military fcience. 
Their troops were formed in three lines ; each 
line confifted of three diftindt bodies, and the 
cavalry , the archers , and the pikemen , were 
diftributed according to the principles of Roman 
tadlics. The Saxons charged in one weighty co- 
lumn, boldly encountered with their fhort fwords 
the long lances of the Britons, and maintained an 
equal conflict till the approach of night. Two 
decifive vidtories , the death of three Britifh kings, 
and the reduction of Cirencelter, Bath, and 
Gloucefter, eftablilhed the fame and power of 
Ceaulin , the grandfon of Cerdic, who carried 
his victorious arms to the banks of the Severn, 
After a war of an hundred years, the independent 
Britons ftill occupied the whole extent . of the 
Weftern coaft , from the' v/all of Antoninus to the 
extreme promontory of Cornwall; and the prin- 
cipal cities of the inland country Hill oppofed the 
arms of the Barbarians, Refiftance became more 
languid , as the number and boldnefs of the af> 
failants continually increafed. Winning their 
■way by flow and painful efforts, the Saxons, the 
Angles, and their various confederates, advanced 
from the North, from the Eafl , and from the 
South , till their victorious banners were united in 
the centre of the ifland. Beyond the Severn the 
Britons ftill alfcrted their national freedom, which 
furvivedthe heptarchy, and even the monarchy, 
of the Saxons. The braveft warriors, who pre- 
ferred exile to flavery, found a fecure refuge ir> 
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c n A p. mountains of Wales: the reludant Submiffiori 
I xxxvm of Cornwall was delayed for fome ages ,,s ; and a 
band of fugitives acquired a Settlement in Gaul,' 
by their own valour, or the liberality of the 
Merovingian kings u \ The Weftern angle of Ar- 
morica acquired the new appellations .of Cornual/, 
and the Lejjer Britain } and the vacant lands of 
the Ofifmii were filled by a Strange people , who, 
under the authority of their counts and bifiiops, 
preferved the laws and language of their anceftors. 
To the feeble descendants of Clovis and Charle- 
magne, the Britons of Armorica refufed the 
cuftomary tribute, fubdued the neighbouring dio- 
cefes of Vannes, Rennes , and Nantes , and formed 
a powerful , though vafial , State , which has been 
united to the crown of France I,T . 

The fame In a century of perpetual , or at leaft impla- 
of Arthur. ca ble , war, much courage, and fome (kill, muft 
have been exerted for the defence of Britain. Yet 
if the memory of its champions is almoft buried in 
oblivion , we need not repine ; Since every age , 
however deftitute of Science or virtue. Sufficiently 
abounds with ads of blood and military renown. 
The tomb of Vortimer, the Son of Vortigern, 
was eredted on the margin of the fea-ffiore, as a 
landmark formidable to the Saxons, whom he had 
thrice vanquiffied in the fields of Kent. Ambro- 
fius Aurelian was defcended from a noble family 
of Romans his modefty was equal to his va- 
lour, and his valour, till the laft fatal adtion 
Was crowned with Splendid SucceSs. But every 
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Britifh name is effaced by the illuftrious name of 
Arthur , *°, the hereditary prince of the Silures, 
in South Wales, and the eledive king or general 
of the nation. According to the mod rational 
account, he defeated, in twelve fucceflive battles, 
the Angles of the North, and the Saxons of the 
Well; but the declining age of the hero was em- 
bittered by popular ingratitude, and domedic mif- 
fortunes. The events of his life are lefs intend- 
ing, than the fingular revolutions of his fame, 
lairing a period of five hundred years the tradition 
of his exploits was preferved , and ruddy embel- 
lilhed by the obfcure bards of Wales and Armo- 
rica, who were odious to the Saxons , and un- 
known to the red of mankind. The pride and 
curiofity of the Norman conquerors , prompted 
them to inquire into the ancient hidory of Bri- 
tain: they lidened with fond credulity to the tale 
of Arthur, and eagerly applauded the merit of a 
prince, who had triumphed over the Saxons their 
common enemies. romance , tranfcribed in 

the Latin of Jeffrey of Monmouth, and afterwards 
-tranflated into the falhionable idiom of the times, 
was enriched with the various, though incoherent, 
ornaments, which were familiar to the experience, 
the learning, or the fancy, of the twelfth century. 
The progrefs of a Phrygian colony , from the Ty- 
ber to the Thames, was eafily engrafted on the 
fable of the jEneid ; and the royal ancedors of 
Arthur derived their origin from Troy , and 
claimed their alliance with the C<efars. His trophies 
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chap, were decorated with captive provinces , and Im- 
XXxvhi. perial titles; and his Danilh victories avenged the 
recent injuries of his country. The gallantry 
and fuperftition of the Britifh hero, his feafts and 
tournaments , and the memorable inftitution of 
his Knights of . the Round Table , were faithfully 
copied from the reigning manners of chivalry; 
and the fabulous exploits of Uther’s fon, appear 
lefs incredible , than the adventures which were 
. atchieved by the enterprifing valour of the Nor- 
• mans. Pilgrimage , and the holy wars , int^>- 

tluced into Europe the fpecious miracles of Ara- 
bian magic. Fairies , and giants , flying dragons , 
and enchanted palaces , were blended with the 
more Ample fictions of the Weft; and the fate of 
Britain depended on the art, or the predictions , 
of 'Merlin. Every nation embraced and adorned 
the popular romance of Arthur , and the Knights 
of the Round Table: their names were celebrated 
in Greece and Italy; and the voluminous tales of 
Sir Lancelot and Sir T^iftram were devoutly 
ftudied by the princes and nobles, who difregarded 
the genuine heroes and hiftorians of antiquity. 
At length the light of fcience and reafon was re- 
kindled ; the tahfman was broken ; the vifionary 
fabric melted into air; and by a natural, though 
unjuft, reverie of the public opinion, the feverity 
of the prefent age is inclined to queftion the 
(xijlencc of Arthur ,4 \ 

petbiation Refiftance, if it cannot avert, muft increafe the 
«f 8uwifr Bjifefies of canqueft ; and conqueft has never 
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appeared more dreadful and deftrudive than in c h a p. 
the hands of the Saxons ; who hated the valour xxxviii. 
of their enemies, difdained the faith of treaties, 
and violated , without remorfc , the mod facred 
objects of the Chriflian worlhip. 1 he Helds of 
battle might be traced, almoft in every diftrid, by 
monuments of bones; the fragments of falling towers 
were ftained with blood; the lad of the Britons , 
without diftindion of age or fex , was maffacred 141 
in the ruins of Anderida 141 ; and the repetition of 
fuch calamities was frequent and familiar under 
the Saxon heptarchy. The arts and religion, the 
laws and language , which the Romans had fo 
carefully planted in Britain, were extirpated by 
their barbarous fucceffors. After the deflrudion 
of the principal churches, the bifhops , who had 
declined the crown of martyrdom , retired with the 
holy relics into Wales and Armorica; the remains 
of their flocks were left deflitute of any fpiritual 
food; the pradice, and even the remembrance, of 
Chriftianity were abolifhed ; and the Britifli clergy 
might obtain fome comfort from the damnation ? 

of the idolatrous flrangers. The kings of France 
maintained the privileges of their Roman fubjeds; 
but the ferocious Saxons trampled on the laws of 
Rome, and of the emperors. The proceedings 
of civil and criminal jurifdidion , the titles of ho- 
nour, the forms of office, the ranks of fociety , 
and even the domeftic rights of marriage, teftar 
ment , and inheritance , were finally fupprefled^ 
and the indiferiminate crowd of noble and plebeian 
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chap, (laves was governed by the traditionary cufloms, 

xxxvm, which had been coarfcly framed for the fliepherds, 
and pirates of Germany. The language of fcience, 
of bufinefs , and of convention, which had been 
introduced by the Romans, was loft in the general 
defolation. A fufficient number of Latin or Celtic 
■words might be alTumed by the Germans, to ex* 
prefs their new wants and ideas 141 ; but thofe 
illiterate Pagans preferved and eftabliftied the ufe 
of their national dialect 14 \ Almoft every name, 
confpicuous either in the church or ftate , reveals 
its Teutonic origin 141 ; and the geography of Eng, 
land was univerfajly infcribed wifh foreign cha- 
racters and appellations. The example of a revo* 
lution , fo rapid and fo complete , may not eafily 
be found ; but it will excite a probable fufpicion, 
that the arts of Rome were lefs deeply rooted in 
Britain than in Gaul or Spain ; and that the 
native rudenefs of the country and its inha- 
bitants, was covered by a thin varnilh of Italian 
manners. 

Servitude. This ftrange alteration has perfuaded hiftorians, 
and even philofophers , that the provincials of 
Britain were totally exterminated ; and that the 
vacant land was again peopled by the perpetual 
influx, and rapid increafe , of the German colonies. 
Three hundred thoufand Saxons are [aid to have 
obeyed the fummons of Hengift '** ; the entire 
'emigration of the Angles was attefted, in the age 
of Bede, by the folitudeof their native country ,47 ; 
and our experience has (hewn the free propagation 
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of the human race, if they are cad on a fruitful chap. 
wildemefs, where their Heps are unconfined, and xxxvut 
their fubfiftence is plentiful. The Saxon king- 
doms difp ! ayed the face of recent difcovery and 
cultivation : the towns were fmall , the villages 
were diftant; the hufbandry was languid and un- 
fkilful: four Iheep were equivalent to an acre of 
the bed land 141 ; an ample fpace of wood and mo- 
rals was refigned to the vague dominion of na- 
ture; and the modern bifhopric of Durham , the 
whole territory from the Tyne to the Tees, had 
returned to its primitive date of a favage and foli- 
tary fored '**. Such imperfedt population might 
have been fupplied , in fomc generations, by the 
Englilh colonies; but neither reafon nor fadts can 
judify the unnatural fuppofition , that the Saxons 
of Britain remained alone in the dcfert which they 
had fubdued. After the fanguinary Barbarians 
had fecured their dominion , and gratified their 
revenge , it was their intered to preferve the pea- 
fan ts , as well as the cattle, of the unrefiding 
country. In each fuccefifive revolution , the pa- 
tient herd becomes the property of its ryew mail- 
ers ; and the falutary compadt of food ar|l labour 
is filently ratified by their mutual neceffities. 

Wilfrid, the apoflle of SufTex accepted from 
his royal convert the gift of the peninfula of Sel- 
fey, near Chicheller, with the perfons and pro- 
perty of its inhabitants , who then amounted to 
eighty -feven families. He releafed them at once 
from fpiritual and temporal bondage ; and two 
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<J h a p. hundred and fifty Haves of both fexes were bap- 
xxxvili. tized by their indulgent mafterr The kingdom 
of Suflex , which fpread from the fea to the 
Thames, contained feven thoufa.nd families; twelve 
hundred were aferibed to the Ifle of Wight ; and , 
if we multiply this vague computation, it may 
feem probable , that England was cultivated by a 
million of fervants, or villains , who were attached 
to the eftates of their arbitrary landlords. The 
indigent Barbarians were often tempted to fell 
their children or themfelves into perpetual , and 
even foreign*, bondage *“ ; yet the fpecial exemp- 
tions, which were granted to national flaves 1,1 , 
fufficiently declare, that they were much lefs nu- 
merous than the ftrangers and captives who had 
loft their liberty, or changed their mafters, by the 
accidents of war. When time and religion had 
mitigated the fierce fpirit of the Anglo-Saxons, 
the laws encouraged the frequent pradtice of ma- 
numiftion ; and their fubjedls , of Welfh or Cam- 
brian extraction, aflume the refpedtable ftation of 
inferior freemen , poflefled of lands , and intitled 
to the eights of civil fociety ' Such gentle 
treatment might fecure the allegiance of a fierce 
people, who had been recently fubdued on the 
confines of Wales and Cornwall. The fage 
Ina , the legiflator of Weffex , united the two 
nations in the bands of domeftic alliance ; and 
four Britifh lords of Somerfetlhire may be 
honourably diftinguiflied in the court of a Saxon 
monarch 
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The independent Britons appear to have rc- 
lapfed into the ftate of original barbarifm , from 
whence they had been imperfectly reclaimed. Se- 
parated by their enemies from the reft of man- 
kind , they fdon became an objed of fcandal and 
abhorrence to the Catholic world Chriftianity 
was ftill profeffed in the mountains of Wales; but 
the rude fchifmatics in the form of the clerical 
tonfure, and in the day of the celebration of Eafter, 
obftinately refilled the imperious mandates of the 
Roman pontiffs. The ufe of the Latin language 
was infenfibly abolifhed , and the Britons were 
deprived of the arts and learning which Italy com- 
municated to her Saxon profelytes. In Wales 
and Armorica , the Celtic tongue , the native 
idiom of the Weft , was preferved and propa- 
gated; and the Bards,, who had been the compa- 
nions of the Druids , were ftill proteded , in the 
fixteenth century , by the laws of Elizabeth. Their 
chief, a refpedable officer of the courts of Peng- 
wern , or Aberfraw or Caermathaen , accompa. 
nied the king’s fervants to war: the monarchy of 
the Britons, which he fung in the front of battle, 
excited their courage, and juftified their depre- 
dations ; and the fongfter claimed for his legiti- 
mate prize the faireft heifer of the fpoil. His 
fubordinate minifters, the matters and difciples of 
vocal and inftrumental mufic , vifited , in their 
refpedive circuits, the royal, the noble, and the 
plebeian houfes; and ‘the public poverty almoft 
exhaufted by the clergy, was opprelfed by the 
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chap, importunate demands of the bards. Their rank 
"XXXVJU. and merit were afcertained by folemn trials, and 
the ftrong belief of fupernatural infpiration ex- 
alted the fancy of the poet , and of his audi- 
ence The laffc retreats of Celtic freedom, the 
extreme territories of Gaul and Britain , were lefs 
adapted to agriculture than to pafturage : the 
wealth of the Britons confided in their flocks and 
herds; milk and flefh were their ordinary food; 
and bread was fometimes cfteemed, or rejected, as 
a foreign luxury. Liberty had peopled the moun- 
tains of Wales and the morafles of Armorica: 
but their populoufnefs has been malicioufly 
afcribed to the loofe pradice of polygamy ; and 
the houfes of thefe licentious barbarians have 
been fuppofed to contain ten wives , and per- 
haps fifty children Their difpofition was rafh 
and choleric: they were bold in adion and in 
fpeech ”* ; and as they were ignorant of the arts 
of peace , they alternately indulged their paf- 
fions in foreign and domeftic war. • The cavalry 
of Armorica, the fpearmen of Gwent, and the 
archers of JVIerioneth, were equally formidable; 
but their poverty could feldom procure either 
fhields or helmets; and the inconvenient weight 
would have retarded the fpeed and agility of their 
defultory operations One of the greateft of the 
Englilh monarchs was requefted to fatisfy the 
curiofity of a Greek emperor concerning the date 
of Britain ; and Henry II. could aflert, from his 
perfonal experience , that Wales was inhabited 
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by a race of naked warriors, who encountered 
without fear , the defenfive armour of their ene- 

I to 

nues 

By the revolution of Britain, the limits of fci- 
ence, as well as of empire, were contracted. The 
dark cloud , which had been cleared by the Phoe- 
nician difcoveries , and finally difpelled by the 
arms of Cxfar, again fettled on the fhores of the 
Atlantic, and a Roman province was again loft 
among the fabulous ifiands of the Ocean. One 
hundred and fifty years after the reign of Hono- 
rius, the graved hiftorian of the times *“ defcribes 
the wonders of a remote ifie , whofe eaftern and 
weftern parts are divided by an antique wall , the 
boundary of life and death, or more properly, 
of truth and fidtion. The eaft is a fair country, 
inhabited by a civilifed people: the air is healthy, 
the waters are fiure and plentiful , and the earth 
yields her regular and fruitful increafe. In the 
■weft , beyond the wall , the air is infectious and 
mortal ; the ground is covered with ferpents ; 
and this dreary folitude is the region of departed 
fpirits , who are tranfported from the opjjofite 
(bores in fubftantial boats , and by living rowers. 
Some families of fifhermen , the fubjedts of the 
Franks, are excufed from tribute, in confideration 
of the myfterious office which is performed by 
thefe Charons of the ocean. Each in his turn is 
fummoned , at the hour of midnight , to hear the 
voices , and* even the names , of the ghofts : he 
is fenfible pf their weight, and he feels himfelf 
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chap, impelled by an unknown, but irrefiftible, power, 
xxxvm. After this dream of fancy , we read with aftonilh- 
ment, that the name of this ifland is Brittia; that 
it‘ lies in the ocean', againft the month of the 
Rhine , and lefs than thirty miles from the con- 
• tinent; that it is poffefled by three nations , the 
Frifians , 'the Angles, and the Britons; and that 
fome Angles had appeared at Conftantinople , in 
the train of the French ambalTadors. From thefe 
ambadadors Procopius might be informed of a 
fmgular, though not improbable, adventure, 
which announces the fpirit, rather then the deli- 
cacy , of an Englilh heroine. She had been be- 
trothed to Radigor king of the Varm, a tribe of 
Germans who touched the ocean and the Rhine; 
but the perfidious lover was tenipted , by motives 
of policy, to prefer his father’s widow, the filter 
of l heodobert king of the Frank? The for- 
faken princefs of the Angles, inllead of bewail- 
ing, revenged her difgrace. Her warlike fubjeds 
are f aid. to have been ignorant of the ufe , and 
even of the form , of an horfe ; but file boldly 
failed from Britain to the mouth of the Rhine, 
with a fleet of four hundred (hips , and an army 
of one hundred thoufand men. After the loi's 
of a battle , the captive Radiger implored the 
mercy of his vidorious bride, who generoufly 
pardoned his offence , difmiffed her rival , and 
compelled the king of the Varni to difeharge 
with honour and fidelity the duties of an htif- 
band ***.' This gallant exploit appears to be tln> 
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lafl naval enterprife of the Anglo - Saxons. The 
arts of navigation , by which they had acquired 
the empire of Britain and of the fea, were foorr 
negleCted by the indolent Barbarians, who fu- 
pinely renounced all the commercial advantages 
of their infular fituation. Seven independent 
kingdoms were agitated by perpetual difcord ; 
and the British -world was feldom connected, either 
in peace. or war, with the nations of the con- 
tinent 

I have now accomplifhed the laborious narra-. 
tive of the decline and fall of the Roman empire , 
from the fortunate age of Trajan and the Anto- 
nines, to its total extinction in the Weft, about 
five centuries after- the Chriftian aera. At that 
unhappy period, the Saxons fiercely ftruggled 
with the natives for the pofleffion of Britain : 
Gaul and Spain were divided between the power- 
ful monarchies of the Franks and Vifigoths, and 
.the dependent kingdoms of the Suevi and Bur- 
gundians : Africa was expofed to the cruel perfe- 
cution of the Vandals , and the favage infults of 
the Moors: Rome and Italy, as far as the banks 
of the Danube, were afflicted by an army of Bar- 
barian mercenaries , whofe lawlefs tyranny was 
fucceeded by the reign of* Theodoric the Oftro- 
goth. All the fubjeCls of the empire , who , by 
the ufe of the Latin language, more particularly 
deferved the name and privileges of Romans, 
were oppreffed by the difgrace and calamities of 
foreign conqueft ; and the victorious nations of 
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chap Germany eflablifhed a new fyftem of manners 

xxxvm and government in the weftern countries of Eu- 
rope. The majefty of Rome was faintly reprefent d 
by the prirtces of Conftantinople , the feeble 
and imaginary fucceffors of Auguftus. Yet they 
continued to reign over the Eaft, from the Da- 
nube to the Nile and Tigris ; the Gothic ^nd 
Vandal kingdoms of Italy and Africa were fub- 
verted by the arms of Juftinian; and the hiftory of 
the Crti'f k emperors may Hill afford a long feries of 
inftru&ive leiTons , and interefting revolutions. 


General 
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Genera l OlfetvatioJis on the Fall of the Roman Empire 
in the IVeJi. • 


^1 HE Greeks, after their country had been re- 
duced into a province , imputed the triumphs of 
Rome, not to the merit, but to the FORTUNE, 
of the fepublic. The inconftant goddcfs, who fa 
blindly diftributes and refumes her favours, had 
now conTented (fuch was the language of envious 
flattery) to refign her wings, to defcend from 
her globe, and to fix her firm and immutable 
throne on the banks of the Tyber r . A wifer 
Greek, who lias compofed, with a philofophic 
fpirit, the memorable hiftory of his own times t 
deprived his countrymen of this vain and de- 
lufivc comfort, by opening to their view the 
deep foundations of the greatncfs of Rome The 
fidelity of the citizens to each other, and to the! 
{fate, was confirmed by the habits of education,, 
and the prejudices of religion. Honour, as well 
as virtue, was the principle of the republic; the 
ambitious citizens laboured to deferve the folenm 
glories of a triumph; and the ardour of the Roman 
youth was kindled into active emulation, as often 
as they beheld the domeftic images of their ances- 
tors The temperate ftruggles of the patricians 
and plebeians had finally eftablifhed the firm and 
equal balance of the conftitution ; which united 
Vol. VI. • X 
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Fiver, or brafs, that might ferve to reprefent the 
nations and their kings , were fucceflively broken 
by the iron monarchy of Rome s . 

The rife of a city , which fwelled into an empire, 
may deferve , as a fingular prodigy , the refledlion 
of a philofophic mind. But the decline of Rome 
was the natural and inevitable effett of immode- 
rate greatnefs. Profperity ripened the principle of 
decay; the caufes of deflruction multiplied with 
the extent of conqueft ; and as foon as time of 
accident had removed the artificial fupports, the 
fhipendous fabric yielded to the preffure of its 
own weight. The ftory of its ruin is fimple and 
obvious; and inflead of inquiring why the Roman 
empire was deftroyed , we fliould rather be fur- 
prifed that it had fubfifted fo long. The victorious 
legions , who , in diftant wars , acquired the 
vices of ftrangers and mercenaries , firfl op* 
preffed the freedom of the republic, and after- 
wards violated the majefty of the purple. The 
emperors, anxious for their perfonal fafety and 
the public peace, were reduced to the*bafe expe- 
dient of corrupting the difeipline which rendered 
them alike formidable to their fovereign and to 
the enemy; the vigour of the military govern- 
ment was relaxed , and finally difTolved , by 
the partial inftitutions of Conftantine; and the 
Roman world was overwhelmed by a deluge of 
Barbarians. 

The decay of Rome has been frequently aferibed 
to the tranflation of the feat of empire; but this 
biftory has already {hewn, that the powers of 
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government were divided, rather than removed. The 
throne of Conftantinople was ereded in the Eaft; 
while the Weft was ftill pofTefTed by a feries of 
emperors who held their reftdence in Italy , and 
claimed their equal inheritance of the legions and 
provinces. This dangerous novelty impaired the 
ftrength , and fomented the vices, of a double 
reign : the inftruments of an oppreflive and arbi- 
trary fyftem were multiplied; and a vain emula- 
tion of luxury, not of merit, was introduced 
and fupported between the degenerate fuccelfors 
of Theodofius. Extreme diftrefs, which unites the 
virtue of a free people, embitters the fadions of 
a declining monarchy. T he hoftile favourites of 
Arcadius and Honorius betrayed the republic to 
its common enemies; and the Byzantine court 
beheld with indifference , perhaps with pleafure, 
the difgrace of Rome, the misfortunes of Italy, 
and the lofs of the Weft. Under the fucceeding 
reigns, the alliance of the two empires was re- 
ftored; but the aid of the Oriental Romans was 
tardy, doubtful, and ineffectual ; and the national 
fchifm of the Greeks and Latins was enlarged by 
the perpetual difference of language and manners, 
ofintereft, and even of religion. Yet the falutary 
event approved in fome mcafure the judgment 
of Conftantine. During a long period of decay , 
his impregnable city' repelled the victorious armies 
of Barbarians , protected the wealth of Afia , 
and commanded, both in peace and war, the 
important {freights which conned the Euxine 
and Mediterranean feas. The foundation of 
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Conftantinople more eflentially contributed to the 
prefervation of the Eaft, than to the ruin of the 
Weft. 

As the happinefs of a future life is .the great 
objedt of religion , we may hear without furprife 
or fcandal , that the introduction , or at lead the 
abufe, of Chriftianity , had fome influence on the 
decline and fall of the Roman empire. The clergy 
fuccefsfully preached the dodlrines of patience 
and pufillanimity ; the adtive virtues of fociety 
were difeouraged; and the laft remains of military 
fpirit were buried in the cloifter : a large portion 
of public and' private wealth was confecrated to 
the fpecious demands of charity and devotion ; 
and the foldiers pay was lavifhed on the ufelefs 
multitudes of both fexes , who could only plead 
the merits of abftinencg and chaftity. Faith, zeal, 
curiofity, and the more earthly pallions of malice 
and ambition , kindled the flame of theological 
difeord; the church, and even the ftate, were 
diffracted by religious fadtions , whofe conflicts 
were fometimes bloody, and always implacable; 
the attention of the emperors was diverted from 
camps to fynods ; the Roman world was op- 
prelfed by a new fpecies of tyranny ; and the 
perfecuted fedts became the fecret enemies of their 
country. Yet party fpirit, however pernicious or 
abfurd,* is a principle of union as well as of 
diflenfion. The bilhops, from eighteen hundred 
pulpits, inculcated the duty of paflive obedience 
to a lawful and orthodox fovereign; their fre- 
quent aflemblies, and perpetual correfpondence » 
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maintained the communion of diftant churches; 
and the benevolent temper of the gofpej was 
ftre ngthened, though confined, by the fpiritual 
alliance of the Catholics. The facred indolence of 
the monks was devoutly embraced bv a fervile 
and effeminate age ; but if fuperftition had not 
afforded a decent retreat, the fame vices would 
have tempted the unworthy Romans to defert, 
from bafer motives, the ftandard of the republic. 
Religious precepts are eafily obeyed, which indulge 
and fandlify the natural inclinations of their vota- 
ries; but the pure and genuine influence of Chrift.!- 
anity may be traced in its beneficial ; though im- • 
perfect, effects on the Barbarian profelytes of the 
North. If the decline of the Roman empire was 
haftened by the converfion of Conftantine , his vic- 
torious religion broke the violence of the fall, and 
mollified the ferocious temper of the conquerors. 

> This awful revolution may be ufefully applied 
to the inflru&ion of the prefent age. It is the duty 
of a patriot to prefer and promote the exclufive 
intereft and glory of his native country: but a 
philofopher may be permitted to enlarge his views , 
and to confider Europe as one great republic, 
'whofe various inhabitants have attained almoft * 
the fame level of politenefs and cultivation. The 
balance of power will continue to fluctuate , and 
the profperity of our own, or the neighbouring ' 
kingdoms , may be alternately exalted or deprefled; 
but thefe partial events cannot cffentially injure 
our general {late of happinefs , the fyftem of arts 
flnd laws, aud manners, which fo adyantageou 
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diftinguiflh,, above the reft of mankind , the Euro- 
peans and their colonies. The ft v age nations of the 
globe are the common enemies of civilifed fociety; 
and we may inquire with anxious curiofity, whe- 
ther Europe is ftill threatened with a repetition of 
thofe calamities, which formerly opprefted the arms 
and inftitutions of Rome. Perhaps the fame reflec- 
tions will iiluftrate the fall of that mighty empire, 
and explain the .probable caufes of our aClual 
fecurity. 

1 . The Romans were ignorant of the extent of their 
danger, and the number of their enemies. Beyond 
the Rhine and Danube , the northern countries of 
Europe and Afia were filled with innumerable tri- 
bes of hunters and Ihepherds , poor, voracious, and 
turbulent; bold in arms, and impatient to ra villi 
the fruits of induftry. The Barbarian world was 
agitated by the rapid impulfe of war ; and the peace 
of Gaul or Italy Was lhaken by the diftant revo- 
lutions of China. The Huns, who fled before a 
victorious enemy , directed their march towards the 
Weft; and. the torrent was fwelled by the gradual 
accefiion. of captives and allies. The flying tribes 
who yielded to the Huns', affirmed in their turn 
the fpirit of conqueft; the endlefs column of 
Barbarians prefled on the Roman empire with ac- 
cumulated weight; and, if the foremoft were 
deftroyed , the Vacant fpace was inftantly reple- 
nished by new aflailants. Such formidable emigra-. 
tions can no longer illue from the North; and. the. 
long repofe , which has been imputed to the de- 
ereafe of population, is the happy confequeuce o£ 
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the progrefs of arts and agriculture. Inftead of 
foine rude villages, thinly fcattered among its 
woods and mofafles, Germany now produces a lift 
of two thoufand three hundred walled towns: the 
Chnftian kingdoms of Denmark , Sweden , and 
Poland have been fucceftivcly eftablifhed ; and 
the Hanfe merchants, with the Teutonic knights, 
have extended their colonies along the coaft of 
the Baltic, as far as the Gulf of Finland. From 
the Gulf of Finland to the Eaftern Ocean, Ruflia 
now affumes the form of a powerful and civilifed 
empire. The plough, the loom, and the forge are 
introduced on the banks of the Volga, the Oby, 
and the Lena; and the fierceft of the Tartar hords 
have been taught to tremble and obey. The reign 
of independent Barbarifm is now contradled to a 
narrow fpan; and the remnant of Calmucks or 
Uzbecks , whofe forces may be almoft numbered, 
cannot ferioufly excite the apprehenftons of the 
great republic of .Europe *. Yet this apparent 
fecurity Ihould not tempt us to forget that new 
enemies , and unknown dangers , may pojfibly arife 
from fome obfeure people, fcarcely vifible in 
the map. of the world.- The Arabs or Saracens, 
\vho fpread their conquefts from India to Spain, 
had languished in poverty and contempt, till Ma- 
homet breathed into thofe favage bodies the foul 
pf enthufiafm. 

II. The empire of Rome was firmly eftablifhed 
by the Angular and perfetft coalition of its mem- 
bers. The fubjed nations, refigning the hope, 
3 ;id even the ■wilh, of independence, embface4 
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the chara&er of Roman citizens ; and the pro- 
vinces of the Weft; were relu&antly torn by the 
Barbarians from the bofom of their mother- 
country 7 . But this' union was purchafcd by the 
lofs of national freedom and military fpirit; 
and the fervile provinces, deftitute of life and 
motion, expected their fafety from the mercenary 
troops and governors, who were direded by the 
orders of a diftant court. The happinefs of an 
hundred millions depended on the perfonal merit 
of one, or two, men, perhaps children,, whofe 
minds were corrupted by education, luxury, and 
defpotic power.- The deepeft wounds were in- 
flided on the empire during the minorities of the 
fons and grandfons of Theodofius ; and after 
thofe incapable princes feemed to attain the 
age of manhood, they abandoned the church 
to the biftiops, the ftate to the eunuchs, 
and the provinces to the Barbarians. Europe is 
now divided into twelve powerful, though un- 
equal, kingdoms, three refpedtable common- 
wealths, and a variety of fmaller, though inde- 
pendent, ftates: the chances of royal and 

minifterial talents are multiplied , at leaft , with 
the number of its rulers; and a Julian, or Semi- 
ramis, may reign in the North, while Arcadius 
and Honorius again {lumber on the thrones of 
the South. The abufes of tyranny are reftrained 
by the mutual influence of fear and fliame; re- 
publics have acquired order and (lability ; mo- 
narchies have imbibed the principles of freedom, 
or, at lead, of moderation; and fome fenfe of 
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honour and jufiice is introduced into the mod 
defective conRitutions by the general manners of 
the times. In peace, the progrefs of knowledge 
and induRry is accelerated by the emulation of 
fo many active rivals; in war, the European 
forces are exercifcd by temperate and undecifivc 
conteRs. If a favage conqueror fliould ilTue from 
fhe deferts of Tartary, he mull repeatedly van- 
quifh the robuR peafants of RuRia, the numerous 
armies of Germany, the gallant nobles of France, 
and the intrepid freemen of Britain; who, per- 
haps , might confederate for their common de- 
fence. Should the victorious Barbarians carry 
flavcry and defol.ition as far as the Atlantic 
Ocean, ten thotifand vefiels would tranfport be- 
yond their purfuit the remains of civilifed fociety; 
and Europe would revive and flourilh in the 
American world , which is already filled with 
her colonies , and inRitutions *. 

III. Cold, poverty, and a life of danger and 
fatigue, fortify the Rrength and courage of Bar- 
barians. In every age they have oppreffed the 
polite and peaceful nations of China, India, and 
Perfia , who negle&ed, and Rill negleCt, to coun- 
terbalance thefe natural powers by the refources 
of military art. The warlike Rates of antiquity, 
Greece, Macedonia, and Rome , educated a race 
of foldiers ; exercifed their bodies, difciplined 
their courage , multiplied their forces by regular 
evolutions, and converted the iron, which they 
poflefled , into Rrong and ferviceable weapons. 
But this fuperiority infenfibly declined with their 
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laws- and manners ; and the feeble policy* of Con- 
ftantine and his fucceflors armed and inftructed , 
for the ruin of the empire, the rude valour of 
the ^Barbarian mercenaries. The military art 
has been changed by the invention of gunpowder 
which enables man to command the two mod 
powerful agents of nature, air and fire. Mathe- 
matics, chymifhy, mechanics, architecture, have 
been applied to the fervice of war; and the ad- 
verfe parties oppofe to each other the molt ela- 
borate mode's of attack and of defence. Hilto- 
rians may indignantly obferve , that the prepara- 
tions of a fiege would found and maintain a 
flonrilhing colony*; yet we cannot be difpleafed , 
that the fubverfion of a city fliould be a work of 
coft and difficulty ; or that an induftrious people 
fhould be protected by thofe arts , which furvive 
and fupply the decay of military virtue. Cannon 
and fortifications now form an impregnable bar- 
rier againft the Tartar horfe ; and Europe is 
fecure from any future irruption of Barbarians ; 
fmce, before they can conquer , they muff ceafe 
to be barbarous. Their gradual advances in the 
fcience of war would always be accompanied, as 
we may learn from the example of Rulfia , with a 
proportionable improvement in the arts of peace' 
and civil policy; and they themfclves mull de- 
fcrve a place among the polilhcd nations whom 
they fubdue. 

Should thefe fpeculations be found doubtful or 
fallacious , there ftill remains a more hu. bl- 
fource of comfort and hope. The difcoveries 
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of ancient and modern navigators , and the do- 
mettic hiftory, or tradition, of the moft en- 
lightened nations , reprefent the human favaije , 
naked both in mind and body, and deftitute of 
laws, of arts, of ideas, and almoft of language 
From this abjeCt condition, perhaps the primitive 
and univcrial Hate of man , he has gradually 
anfen to command the animals , to -fertilife the 
earth , to traverfe the ocean , and to meafure the 
heavens. His progrefs in the improvement and 
exercife of his mental and corporeal faculties 11 
has been irregular and various; infinitely flow in 
the beginning, and increafmg by degrees with 
redoubled velocity : ages of laborious afcent 
have been followed by a moment of rapid down- 
fal ; and the feveral climates of the globe have 
felt the vicifilitudes of light and darknefs. Yet 
the experience of four thoufand years fliould 
enlarge our hopes, and diminifh our apprehen- 
fions: we cannot determine to what height the 
human fpecies may afpire in their advances to- 
wards perfection ; but it may fafely be prefumed , 
that no people , unlefs the face of nature is 
changed, will relapfe into their original bar- 
barifm. The improvements of fociety may be 
•viewed under a threefold a*peCt. i . The poet 
or philofopher illuftrates his age and country by 
the efforts of a Jingle mind ; but thefe fuperior 
powers of reafon or fancy are rare and fponta- 
neous productions; and the genius of Homer ; or 
Cicero, or Newton, would excite lefs admira- 
tion, if they could be created by the will of a 
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prince, or the lefTons of a preceptor. 2. The 
benefits of law and policy , of trade and manu- 
factures , of art and fciences , are more fohd and 
permanent; and many individuals may be quali- 
fied, by education and difeipline, to promote, in 
their refpedtive Rations, the intereft of the com- 
munity. But this general order is the effedt of 
fikill and labour; and the complex machinery 
may be decayed by time, or injured by violence. 

Fortunately for mankind, the more ufeful, 
or, at lead, more neceffary arts, can be per- 
formed without fuperior talents, or national 
fubordination ; without the powers of one, or the 
union of many. Each village, each family, each 
individual, muft always poflefs both ability and 
inclination, to perpetuate the ufe of fire” and 
of ptetals; the propagation and fcrvice of do- 
meftic animals; the methods of hunting and 
fifliing; the rudiments of navigation; the imper- 
fect cultivation of corn, or other nutritive grain; 
and the fimple pradtice of the mechanic trades. 
Private genius and public induftry may be ex- 
tirpated; but thefe hardy plants furvive the 
tempell, and ftrike an everlafting root into the 
mod unfavourable foil. The fplendid days of 
Auguftus and Trajan were eclipfed by a cloud of 
ignorance; and the Baibarians fubverted the laws 
and palaces of Rome. But the fey the, the inven- 
tion or emblem of Saturn 11 , ftill continued annually 
to mow the harvefls of Italy; and the human 
feafts of the Licftrigons 14 have never been renew- 
ed on the coaft of Campania. 


334 THE DECLINE AND FALL, &c, 

Since the firft difcovery of the arts, war, 
commerce, and religious zeal have diffufed, 
among the favages of the Old and new World , 
thefe ineftimable gifts : they have been, fuccef- 
fively propagated ; they can never be loft. We 
may therefore acquiefce in the pleafing conclufion, 
that every age of the world has increafed , and 
{till increafes, the real wealth, the happinefs, 
the knowledge, and perhaps the virtue, of the 
human race 


END OF THE SIXTH VOLUME. 
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